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Who Will Introduce Us To The Gift Of God’s Mercy?  
 

No two answers need to be the same. Nor do we need to settle on 

just one individual or one particular moment. Chances are it is a life 

time of moments and individuals. When I read the gospel narratives 

about Jesus I wonder what role his mother Mary played. I can    

imagine Jesus rolling his eyes every time Mary shared the events 

about his birth. “Jesus, I just have to tell you this story again, the 

story of how you were conceived, how you were born,” Mary 

would say. “Again?” Jesus responded. “Yes, again. And again,” 

said Mary. Or, maybe this is just how she helped  Jesus see the 

world. How she helped Jesus see who he was and needed to be. 
 

It is not a coincidence that Jesus’ understanding of his purpose for 

his ministry restates his mother’s understanding of God’s working 

in her life. Jesus senses the essence of his ministry because he 

learned it from Mary. Jesus isn’t just making stuff up. He’s giving voice to how he grew up. He’s         

articulating what he’s been taught. He’s known this from the beginning. It’s what his mother lived. It’s 

what his mother taught him to be. It’s how his mother interpreted Scripture. It’s what his mother shared 

about who she knew God to be. It’s what her life of faith embodied. Jesus can witness to the God he 

knows because he heard his mother give witness to the God she knew. 
 

Mary’s insights captured in those beautiful words of “the Magnificat” (Luke 1:46-55) are as relevant  

today as they were for her. We are invited to hang on to every word, every sentence, and every turn of 

phrase. These  are words for our time. Mary’s song speaks a truth that her world needed to experience  

and that our world desperately needs to hear. But especially hear these words, “The Lord has helped his    

servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to   

Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
 

Advent holds many themes, but the witness of Mary reminds us that Advent is about God’s promise of 

mercy. I think we sometimes forget about that promise of mercy. According to Merriam-Webster, mercy 

is “kind or forgiving treatment of someone who could be treated harshly; it is kindness or help given to 

people who are in a very bad or desperate situation.” Remembrance of God’s mercy transforms our world 

in ways we can’t. Can we even recall what it feels like to know mercy? To practice mercy toward others? 

Well, even if we can’t, God does. There’s the promise that Mary held onto.  
 

I can only imagine there were moments when not much mercy was ever extended to Mary. For all intents 

and purposes, she should have been overlooked, even rejected. She should have been dismissed from her           

community, distrusted, disbelieved, and doubted. She should have been silenced, separated out as one not    

worthy of God’s love, let alone one trusted to testify to God’s love for the least in the world. Which is 

why in her song she gives witness to how much God’s mercy matters, what difference it makes, for her. 

In her case, it meant that she was seen and regarded. She was cared for and called. She was lifted up and 

because she was, so also all of the lowly will know that promise, too.  
 

There are many ways that people of faith might respond to religious rejection, prejudice, fanaticism,            

narrowness, and bigotry. There are many principles, many mantras, and many bible verses that would 

suffice to articulate God’s ways when the ways of the world seem to have taken over.  
 

During these days of the Advent season, what difference would it make if our starting point were mercy? 

If we sang Mary’s song? A song to sing instead of talking about indifference and intolerance? A song to 

sing instead of speaking words of hate and fear? Mary’s song transforms us and makes our world a     

different place, a better place, a place where we might even catch a glimpse of the kingdom of God. Sing 

Mary’s song. And maybe, just maybe, mercy will abound again. 
 

Peace,  
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Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online  
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1st of the month to office@holycrosschurch.org 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Robert A. Davis, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Sally Hanson, Associate Pastor 

Sarah Accettura, Receptionist & Office Support 

Katie Bernabei, Congregational Activities 

Randall Casey, Director of Music 

Carmen & Abel Cervantes, Custodians 

Roxanne (Rocky) Kupfer, Nursery Attendant 

Carrie Mack, Director of Youth Music Ministries 

Beth Malecha, Handbell Choir Director 

Steve Oelschlager, Director of Engagement and Generosity  

Mike Price, Business Director  

Jennifer Radtke, Nursery Attendant 

Ellie Rautenbach, Congregational Communications 

Dale Tippett Jr., Director of Contemporary Music 

Tom Zombolo, Property 

Beth Zupkus, Financial Administrator  
 

Elizabeth Moy, Director of CrossWays Preschool  

Kathy Pfister, Director of Celebration! Childcare 
 

Katie Ormson (President), Eric Christensen (Vice President),  

Jessica Brown, Barb Cannon, Andy Eidson, Lori Fedyk, 

Mick Garrison, Beth Ann Koenemann, Bill Miksch,  

Karl Nygard, Maria Roberts, Rich Yocius 

Secretary, Lisa Dunbar  

Treasurer, Mark Fedyk 

Financial Secretary, Tom Miller   
 

Sunday School Coordinators:  

      Felicia Brandt, age 3 - age 5/Kindergarten (Core Stories)  

      Volunteers requested, grades 1 - 5 (Deep Blue)  

Altar Care: Julie Luczkiw 

Greeters: Therese Delli Paoli  

2018 Lake County  
MobilePack 

Location:  
Pet Factory 
845 E High St,  

Mundelein 

Friday, November 30   
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm (set-up) 
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm  
7 pm - 9 pm 
 

Saturday, December 1   
9:30 am - 11:30 am  
12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm  
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm   
 

Sunday, December 2   
12 pm - 2 pm 
3 pm - 5 pm 
5 pm - 7:30 pm (clean-up)  

Register to volunteer:   

bit.ly/mobilepack18 

This Advent season, you can turn hunger into hope 
by helping to pack over 500,000 meals for FMSC 

food partners around the world.  

Donate online:   

donate.holycrosschurch.org 

&
The Season of  

 

 

Christmas Eve 
Monday, December 24 at 4, 8 & 11 pm  

Worship with Holy Communion and Candle Lighting.  
Children’s message at 4 pm.  

 

Christmas Day  
Tuesday, December 25 at 10 am only  

Worship with Holy Communion.  
 

First Sunday in Christmas 
Sunday, December 30 at 8 & 10 am   

Worship with Holy Communion.  

First Sunday of Advent  
December 2 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  

 

Second Sunday of Advent  
December 9 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  

Around the Cross Concert - Fantasia on Christmas Carols 
during 9:30 & 11 am worship.  

Reception of new members at 9:30 am worship.  
 

Third Sunday of Advent  
December 16 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  

Sunday School Christmas Program at 9:30 am worship.  
 

Blue Christmas Worship  
Sunday, December 16 at 7:30 pm  

A reflective service to ease lament and provide hope. 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 23 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  
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Are You a Part of the Inn Crowd              
or the Stable Crew? 

by Rev. Sally Hanson  

When I was a child and first heard this scripture, I remember 

thinking if the ‘hotel’ was full, couldn’t they let them be warm in 

the lobby? At least they offered them the ability to get out of the 

wind and snow and freezing temperatures to ‘camp’ out back. 

Yes, a child’s view of the Christmas story in Minnesota. 
 

Over the years however, I have had this narrative shifted in my 

own mind. I now understand the climate differences but what 

about the inn? 
 

Luke describes a scene in which all of the lineage of David has 

returned to Bethlehem. That means just about everyone in town is 

a relative of some sort. And the inn? It isn’t a hotel. It refers to a 

guest room in someone’s house. So let’s reframe this story; it is a 

family reunion, the couple with a child out of wedlock shows up. 

No one wants to make room for them or even acknowledge they 

are a part of this family – not even willing to let them crash on the 

couch in the basement for a night. The innkeeper shows mercy 

and compassion and offers them what he thinks might be socially 

acceptable… a place in the barn or cave.  
 

But where is the hospitality? Where is the welcome? It surely was 

not found among the inn crowd but among the stable crew. Luke 

doesn’t tell us if the innkeeper or his wife came to check on the 

happenings within the stable. Perhaps people were coming and 

going to “check on the animals.” We don’t know if Mary and  

Joseph were truly alone, we aren’t told either way.  
 

The spiritual gift of hospitality is one that makes people feel 

invited, wanted, needed and sincerely welcomed. For some, we 

love this and thrive in this area when we can host and be in      

control. For others, hospitality is incredibly difficult and expects a 

sense of openness or engagement and taxes our energy. As the 

holiday season comes closer and closer, we think about gatherings 

with the “inn crowd” – those we know, we love, we’re related too, 

and we work with… people we already have some sort of  

relationship with. What about the “stable crew”? The folks that 

work tirelessly behind the scenes to take care of jobs the rest of us 

don’t want to do, those who reach out to the lonely, forgotten or 

outcast. God calls us to make room and extend invitations for  

others who have been sent away, ignored or even forgotten to join 

the “inn crowd” through unconditional welcome. 
 

This is a season of hospitality and begs to ask the question: “Are 

you a part of the ‘inn crowd’ or the ‘stable crew’?” 
 

Blessings,  

Wednesdays, December 5, 12, & 19 
From 12 noon - 1 pm 

~ Simple soup lunch provided ~ 
Come on your lunch break, leave when you need to.  

 

In this season when our days draw shorter and our nights stretch 

long and dark, we turn our thoughts toward light and glory. It is 

Advent and a time in the church calendar when we reflect upon 

the arrival of Jesus, the "light of the world." It is a time for us to 

orient our hearts to the spiritual disciplines of peace, hope and 

joy. Please join us as we explore these Advent themes...  
 

 Bearing the Light of Peace, 

 Bearing the Light of Hope, and 

 Bearing the Light of Joy. 
 

Do you need a break during the days of December? Do you have 

a few moments for fellowship and devotion? Consider joining us 

for all three or one of these Advent Breathers. We meet around a 

table to break bread and share a bowl of soup and then we offer 

a time for music, prayer, scripture and reflection. It takes just 60 

minutes and changes the way we approach the season of Advent. 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn    
son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger,                 

because there was no place                
for them in the inn…”   

- Luke 2:7 

“Bringing the Light”  

Sunday, December 16 at 7:30 pm 

Advent 

A worship service of lament and hope, anticipation and longing,  

restoration and renewal. The service is structured around three 

distinct movements of “hearing us”, “healing us” and “sending 

us.” We provide space for personal and communal reflection. 

The worship experience provides generous amounts of silence 

that are woven throughout.  
 

There are years when we hurt at Christmas time and may not be 

able to navigate through the festivities as others seem to do with 

joy. It is at such times we need to be mindful and attentive to our 

feelings and concerns. We need to know that we are not alone in 

moments like these.  
 

We hope you consider joining us or inviting others in the       

community who may accompany you as you support them. This 

is a time of the year when we long for peace. Let us journey   

together with meditation, prayer, music and acts of restoration 

that help us entertain a renewed message of hope.  
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Welcoming the Way of Jesus This  
Christmas 

by Steve Oelschlager  
 

An Excerpt from Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time        

by Marcus Borg 
 

“The way of Jesus challenges many common forms of           

Christianity. In particular, it invites us to move from 

‘secondhand religion’ to firsthand religion. Secondhand  

religion is a way of being religious based on believing what 

one has heard from others. It consists of thinking that the 

Christian life is about believing what the Bible says or what 

the doctrines of the church say. Firsthand religion, on the other 

hand, consists of a relationship to that to which the Bible and 

the teachings of the church point - namely, that reality that we 

call God or the Spirit of God.  
 

The transformation from secondhand religion to firsthand       

religion, from living in accord with what one has heard to life 

centered in the Spirit, is central to the alternative wisdom of 

Jesus and also to the Jewish tradition in which he stood. One 

of the most powerful expressions of this transformation is to 

be found in the book of Job. At its climax, after Job has      

experienced a dramatic self-disclosure of God, he exclaims:   

‘I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye 

beholds thee.’ 
 

That change - from having heard about God with the hearing 

of the ear to ‘beholding’ God, from secondhand belief to first 

hand relationship - is what the alternative wisdom of Jesus is 

most centrally about.  
 

The gospel of Jesus - the good news of Jesus’ own message - 

is that there is a way of being that moves beyond both secular 

and religious conventional wisdom. The path of                    

transformation of which Jesus spoke leads from a life of    

requirements and measuring up (whether to culture or to God) 

to a life of relationship with God. It leads from a life of      

anxiety to a life of peace and trust. It leads from the bondage 

of self-preoccupation to the freedom of self-forgetfulness. It 

leads from life centered in culture to life centered in God.” 

As we come upon the end of another year, it is so inspiring to 

think of all of the acts of kindness, compassion, and generosity 

from all of you, and to realize the scope and impact of the many 

ministries made possible through Holy Cross with our              

participation, leadership, and financial resources.  None of this 

would happen without you.  
 

We believe that following Jesus is not just a way of life, but for 

many, the best way to live. Thank you for choosing to live your 

lives with purpose, embracing something bigger than your self as 

a way to follow Jesus and make the world a better place. May all 

of us continue to be blessed, so we, in turn, can bless others and 

this world that God loves so much.  
 

Best wishes, peace, and blessings,  

The Stewardship Ministry at Holy Cross Lutheran Church  

Make Generosity a Habit  
with Online Giving 

 

More and more people are getting connected to online giving     

at Holy Cross. We now have over 100 households that are      

using this safe and convenient way to automate their giving      

and live out their commitment to what God is doing through    

our ministries.  
 

With the “I Give electronically” cards in the chair backs, it is  

also easy to participate in the collection of the offering on      

Sunday morning by placing one of these cards in the plate.  
 

To get started with online giving, send an email to                    

giving@holycrosschurch.org or visit:  
 

donate.holycrosschurch.org  

Thank you! 
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Year End Gifts    
Options to Consider    

    

As we approach the end of the year, questions around giving before 
the year ends are once again being asked. We know that some of 
you will be out of town during the holidays, and some of you won’t 
know about your total giving ability until you know the size of your 
bonus or other financial results. These are common issues that  
members face each year, and Holy Cross is happy to work with you 
to help you achieve your giving goals. Below, are some options and 
timelines available to you:  
 

 Give at one of these remaining worship services on                                     
December 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30.  

 Mail your check to Holy Cross postmarked by Monday,  
        December 31. 

 Contribute online at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

 Use your bank's bill pay system by Monday, December 31. 

 If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer 
to be completed by Monday, December 31. Contact Tom Miller 
for instructions at FinSec@holycrosschurch.org  

 Bring your gift to the church office by Friday, December 28. The 
church office will be open (9 am - 1 pm on December 26, 27,                 
and 28). 

 
Multiply Your Impact Through  

Holy Cross, and Minimize Taxes Too 
 

If you are 70½ years old or older, you have even more options to 
make a difference through Holy Cross while minimizing your taxes. 
You can give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a qualified 
organization like Holy Cross without having to pay income taxes on 
the money. This law no longer has an expiration date, so you are free 
to make annual gifts, this year and well into the future. 
 

Why Consider This Gift? 
 

-  Together through Holy Cross, we make significant ministries  
   happen that benefit all ages, inside the congregation, inside Lake      
   County, and around the world. 
 

-  You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer generates  
   neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even  
   if you do not itemize your deductions. 
 

-  If you have not yet taken your required minimum distribution for      
   the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift can satisfy all or part of        
   that requirement. 

You may contact our financial secretary Tom Miller, to arrange your 
giving at this busy time of the year, or if you have any questions.  
Email: finsec@holycrosschurch.org   
Phone: (224) 381-0116  

Holiday Shopping through  
AmazonSmile!  

 

This holiday season, support the youth of Holy Cross by          

activating smile.amazon.com before you shop. Select                

Holy Cross as your charitable organization and AmazonSmile 

will donate 0.5% of your purchase.  

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon that you know. Same     

products, same prices, same service. Amazon uses money     

saved on advertising to help fund donations to charitable       

organizations. Bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a 

shortcut to quickly return to AmazonSmile from your      

computer or mobile browser every time you shop at Amazon.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of the youth of Holy 

Cross! 

Food, Fellowship & Faith 

 DATE:  Tuesday, February 12 

  TIME:  6:30 to 8:30 pm 

   LOCATION:  TBD 

Through conversation we share our thoughts about life and 

faith. All are welcome to join. 

 

We meet on the second Tuesday of most months from  

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at a restaurant in one of our surrounding 

communities. Individuals are responsible for their own meal 

charges. There is no pressure to talk: listening also brings       

renewal and insight!  

 

AT THE TABLE will resume in the new year. Enjoy the other    

Advent offerings at Holy Cross. Please invite someone to join 

you when we resume. Save the date below. 
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Come Decorate 

the Sanctuary for 

Christmas! 

Wednesday, December 19  

6 pm to 7:30 pm - Heavy lifters/Move decor from storage 
 

Thursday, December 20  

11 am to 5 pm - 2 to 3 volunteers to assemble trees, test lights etc. 
 

Friday, December 21 

11 am to 5 pm - 2 to 3 volunteers to assemble trees, test lights etc. 
 

Sunday, December 23 

Following 11 am worship. Lunch will be provided. 

12:15 pm to 2 pm - 5 to 6 heavy lifters needed  

2 pm to 6 pm - Many volunteers needed to decorate trees,        
gathering space, sanctuary etc. including hospitality.  

 

Monday, December 24  

10 am to 3 pm - The final touches. 
 

See the full decorating schedule and RSVP at: 

bit.ly/Christmashelp18  
 

If you are willing to decorate but the times listed above don’t work 
with your calendar, please contact the church office at 
office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060. 

 

 

 

 

Michael Giacinto & Randi Bockman 
November 17, 2018 

 

 

Genevieve Paige Flexsenhar 
Daughter of Brandon and Ashley Flexsenhar 

November 18, 2018 
 

Charles Thomas Balduino 
Son of Steven and Ann Balduino 

November 24, 2018  
 

Addison Ruby Zurek 
Daughter of Andrew and Rebecca Zurek 

November 24, 2018 

At every child’s baptism, we promise to place the Holy                     

Scriptures into their hands. 
 

On Sunday, October 28, Holy Cross presented Bibles to  

3rd grade students and older students who had not yet  

received a Bible from Holy Cross. The students and their    

parents/guardians attended a Bible Boot Camp in  

November to become better acquainted with their Bibles.  
 

If your child was unable to attend and did not yet receive a 

Bible from Holy Cross, please contact the church office to 

make arrangements to receive one at (847) 367-4060 or      

office@holycrosschurch.org 

Are you interested in becoming a member of Holy Cross?  

To learn more about membership, please contact the church 

office at office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060.  

Individuals and families who are interested in joining  

Holy Cross are invited to our next New Member Breakfast    

and Reception.  

New Member Breakfast 
 

Saturday, December 8 at 8:30 am   
RSVP to the church office by Friday, November 30.  
 

New Member Reception 
 

Sunday, December 9 during 9:30 am worship  

Friday, December 21 at 9 am  
The Liberty Restaurant  

419 S. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville 

 

RSVP by Monday, December 17  
to office@holycrosschurch.org  

 

 

College students home for Christmas break are invited to 
attend. Parents, please share this invitation with your  

students. This time together provides a time to connect with 
other students navigating through their college years as well 

as to reconnect with church friends and pastors. 

College Breakfast with the Pastors  

All helpful hands are needed,      
as well as worship participants   

for the Advent season.  
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        Date:  Friday, February 22 at 6 pm  
                     to Sunday, February 24 at 12 pm. 
 

Location:  Lutherdale Bible Camp,  
                    Watson Retreat Center (Elkhorn, WI) 
 

         Cost: $200 per person       

Psalm 46 invites us into a place of stillness where we simply are… 

and to sit in this moment, being fully present. Mindfulness is an 

awareness of the present experience with acceptance of one’s 

current or situation in a place of intentionality and growth. It is a 

place of insight and renewal as one becomes more fully aware of 

themselves in the presence of God.  
 

Deb Hornell returns as our facilitator to explore mindfulness as it 

relates to our wellness and well-being in all aspects of our life; 

spiritual, personal, professional, relational and physical. The    

focus of this retreat is a chance to practice being fully present in 

the moment, to be still and notice God in the every moment, to 

cultivate an internal stillness to help create and envision the life 

you want to lead. 
 

The retreat gathers Friday night at Lutherdale Bible Camp as   

people’s schedules allow. Deb will be teaching on Saturday with 

times of reflection, mediation, yoga, art, fun, games and snacks 

mixed together. We conclude our retreat after Sunday worship. 

You can expect to be back in the Libertyville area by noon on 

Sunday. 
 

Cost includes four meals (three Saturday and Sunday breakfast), 

housing – single twin beds in a shared room of 2 - 3 with        

common bathrooms) and supplies. Non-members and friends  

are welcome to join us! 
 

Scholarships are available, and registration is due by December 

16, 2018 with a $100 deposit. The remaining balance is due by 

January 13, 2019.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Sally at  

pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 

The men of Holy Cross and the community are invited to an  
evening of fellowship, food and conversation. We encourage   
you to bring your appetite not only for dinner but also for a rich    
conversation on the theme of “Facing Change...” 
  

Across time and culture, people have felt a desire for                     
permanence. In reflecting upon this desire for permanence, they 
have imbued physical landscapes - particularly high mountains 
and standing stones - with meaning. Biblically, mountains        
embody the eternal; they represent basic and unchanging       
security. Nonetheless, at some point, even rocks crumble. All of 
us come to the experience of enormous loss. 
 

Whatever it is that we believed would stand forever, trembles 
and falls. Dark chasms and precipices appear with the               
suddenness and drama of a volcanic eruption. It is precisely at 
this point that we may find ourselves standing on a different  
path on our life & faith journey, barefoot and covered in ashes. 
This is where the millennia disappear and we are on "common 
ground." Biblical and historical narratives provide insight into 
these moments that we find ourselves in. Perhaps our rocks that 
crumble are not as dramatic. Yet as people of faith, where do we 
turn to operate from a perspective of hope and trust as we seek 
answers. 
 

Come join the conversation and enjoy an evening of fellowship, 
live music and time around the table for a meal. This all happens 
in the gathering space at Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  
 

It promises to be a nurturing and inspiring evening. Please join   
us starting at 6 pm in the fellowship area. We will serve dinner  
by 6:45 pm and will wrap up the evening by 8:30 pm. You are      
welcome to invite other men who are friends and/or colleagues.  
 

Registration is optional but it will help us plan the food for the 
evening. Contact PastorBob@holycrosschurch.org with any  
questions.  

Tuesday, January 22  
6 - 8:30 pm 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Fellowship Area  
“Facing Change...” 

Date: 
Time: 

Location: 
 

Theme:  

Be Still: A Moment for Mindfulness 

  Womens Retreat ‘ 

“Be still, and know that I am God”  - Psalm 46:10   
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Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) was arguably the greatest 

British composer of the 20th century. The Holy Cross Choir has sung 

his “Hodie” and his “Five Mystical Songs,” and is now pleased to 

present the Ralph Vaughan Williams “Fantasia on Christmas        

Carols.” This most distinctive work is scored for “SATB Chorus and 

Baritone Solo,” and our accompaniment will be piano and cello. We 

will present the work on Sunday, December 9 at both 9:30 and 11 am 

worship. 
 

Our guest baritone for this Sunday will be Rick Ziebarth, a  

world-class singer and resident of Chicago. He has sung with us  

several times, the latest being this past March when he sang a solo 

Bach cantata. We will also have a great pianist, my dear friend, Anca 

Apetean, who last played for us during our 2016 Bachfest. And, of 

course, we are blessed to have Barb Cannon as our resident cellist, as 

it were. 
 

While the Sussex Carol, otherwise known as “On Christmas Night,” 

and “Come All You Worthy Gentlemen” appear in this work, its tone 

is more reminiscent of Advent than the more festive of Christmas. 

Words such as “pensive” and “thought provoking” come to mind to 

describe its qualities. Accordingly, this “Fantasia” opens with a quiet 

cello solo to which the baritone  responds with the following text: 
 

“This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love: 

Therefore don’t turn me from your door, but hearken all both rich 

and poor. The first thing which I will relate is that God did man   

create, the next thing which to you I’ll tell, woman was made with 

man to dwell.” 
 

The solo text then continues in a narrative fashion reminiscent of the 

book of Genesis under which the choir is humming. The first time 

the choir offers a text, its words are “Thus we were heirs to endless 

woes, Til God the Lord did interpose, and so a promise soon did run 

that He would redeem us by His Son.”  
 

In short, the music and the text of the Ralph Vaughan Williams 

“Fantasia” reminds us of why Jesus was made man incarnate in the 

first place.  
 

This “Fantasia” offers verses of a few carols in both the choral and 

piano part, interwoven with appearances of the tunes from the       

soloist. On occasion, the men alone will respond to the soloist, then 

the women sing alone, and then everyone sings together. Meanwhile, 

the accompaniment may actually be playing another tune entirely. In 

a word, Vaughan Williams skillfully brought the various performing 

elements together to create a unified whole. The work lasts a mere 15 

minutes and ends quietly with a wish that everyone have a “Happy 

New Year.” An abiding question resides in any piece of music that 

ends quietly, namely: “What have you just heard, what have you just 

experienced?” The quiet ending gives each of us the opportunity to 

answer that question for ourselves.  
 

Whether quiet or not, Ralph Vaughan Williams never wrote an 

“obvious” note of music in his life. Everything he composed compels 

its listeners to bring their careful attention to what they are hearing. 

The Christmas season is festive to be sure, and the Holy Cross Choir 

has sung overtly “merry” pieces in the traditional spirit. But on    

Sunday, December 9, with the Ralph Vaughan Williams “Fantasia on 

Christmas Carols,” the choir and our guest performers will approach 

with thoughtful awe this season of the liturgical year.  

Ralph Vaughan Williams 
“Fantasia on Christmas Carols” 

by Randy Casey 

This is the place where God became known through Jesus of       

Nazareth. Jesus was born, lived, taught, died and rose here.  
 

This trip will provide you with the experiences of standing where 

the shepherds stood when the angels sang of Christ’s birth. You will 

visit the site where Jesus shared the principles of the Sermon on the 

Mount with the crowds. We will visit the places where many of the 

miracles and teaching moments occurred. The Garden of            

Gethsemane, the West Wall, Via Dolorosa, the Holy Sepulchre, the 

Dead Sea, and an evening in  Aqaba on the Red Sea are a few of the 

historical places we will visit. In addition, we will spend time in the     

following cities: Jerusalem, Petra, Nazareth, Jericho, Bethlehem, 

Amman.  
 

Brochures of the itinerary are available at the church. Further     

questions may be directed to Pastor Bob at 

pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org  

Holy Land & Jordan  
Pilgrimage Tour   

 

October 27 - November 8, 2019 

by Ralph Vaughan Williams  
 

 

during 9:30 and 11 am worship

 

We invite you to join us for the 21st season of the  

.  
  

These concerts are created to entertain, enlighten, and bring joy      
to our growing community. Join us for diverse and uplifting                

musical experiences.  
 

Please see the enclosed brochure for the 2018/19 concert schedule. 
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Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 27, 2018 at 10:15 am 
 

Worship at 8, 9:30 and 11:15 am 
 

All confirmed members of Holy Cross are  
encouraged to attend.  

  

G 

Kick off the holiday season at our 10th annual Cookie 
Walk fundraiser to benefit the work we do with our friends 
in Two Strike on the Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South 
Dakota. Sign up to donate 4 to 6 dozen (or more) cookies, 
candies, bars or treats and then bring the whole family to 
this fun event!  
 

A volunteer table with a fill-in sheet will be available    
between services on 12/3 for you to sign-up to bake your 
favorite cookies and/or candies. Or you may sign up online  

using this link: bit.ly/cookiewalk18 
 

Please drop off your goodies to the gathering space on    
Friday, December 7, between 11 am and 8 pm.   
 

On the morning of the sale, you can start your holiday 
shopping as there will be dozens of homemade cookies, 
dog treats and candies from which to choose. They make 
fabulous gifts for pastors, teachers, family, pets and even 
yourself. We also feature several fabulous raffles! 
 

If you would like to join this committee, please contact 
Therese Delli Paoli (847) 362-7502 or 
dpchitown@yahoo.com 

Attention all ministry members:  
Kindly submit your reports for the 2018 Annual Report to 
office@holycrosschurch.org by Thursday, January 3.  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans   
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope      

and a future.” - Jeremiah 29:11 
 

It is with a thankful heart I write to you, dear friends at Holy 

Cross. We now have Pastor Harold Marshall along with his    

mission team committed to come to Rosebud bi-monthly for  

worship services. These services started in September, and     

happen every two weeks at White River on Fridays at 7 pm and  

at Two Strike on Saturdays at 2 pm. Pastor Marshall grew up in 

the White River area, and he presently serves a church in        

Vermillion, SD. Two Strike families know Pastor Marshall from 

their experience at Family Camp at the Outlaw Ranch in the 

Black Hills every summer, where he has been the visiting pastor 

holding worship services and AA meetings.  
 

The Two Strike community has newly elected officers with Ben 

Black Bear III as chairman, and these new officers have been 

very helpful in allowing us to use the youth center without cost. 

We are very thankful for their goodwill. In addition, people from 

Mission, St. Francis, and the surrounding communities attending 

our services are bringing food for the gatherings. Numbers have 

varied from 25 to 65 people, and Pastor Harold has announced 

the services on the two radio stations. Please pray for the Holy 

Spirit to move the hearts of people to come and hear God’s Word 

and pray for healing for their families who undergo so much 
hardship.  
 

Theresa Eastman, a Lakota friend who was born in the Two 

Strike community, continues to be actively involved in Bible 

Study four mornings a week at the Rosebud jail, ministering to 

the women there, and she also works with some at the shelter and 

holds a bible study at our home at Bishop Hare on Thursdays.  
 

We are looking forward to celebrating with the people at our  

annual Christmas party on December 15, with the wonderful 

quilts from you, and Christmas dinner and gifts from Trinity   

Lutheran in Rapid City, SD. This weekend will be a wonderful 

time for sharing and celebrating the birthday of our Savior.  
 

Thank you for your love and prayers.  

Rosebud News 
by Dorothy Peterson, Lay Minister to the Two Strike  

Community at the Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South Dakota 

Thank you! 
to everyone who  

purchased poinsettias to    

decorate the sanctuary this 

Christmas!  

You may take poinsettias home to enjoy following the 

11 pm Christmas Eve worship service,  

or on any subsequent Sunday.  

Saturday, December 8 at 8:30 am 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church—Fellowship Area  

 
Choose from dozens of homemade cookies 

and candies for only $9 per pound! 
 

Enter to win raffle prizes, including a            
traditional Gingerbread House!   
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The Holy Cross Book Club, open to anyone who is interested in  

reading and discussing books, routinely meets the fourth Tuesday of 

every month at 7 pm (unless noted otherwise). Our 2019 reading list 

is ready, in time to add these books to our Christmas wish lists!  

January 22 - hosted by Jer i Powers 
1401 Ruidoso Ct, Libertyville  

Before We Were Yours: A Novel by Lisa Wingate 
 

February 26 - hosted by Carol Wasemiller 
4694 Middle Rd, Gurnee 

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 
 

March 26 - hosted by Marji Thummel 
3707 Canton Circle, Mundelein 

We Were the Lucky Ones by Georgia Hunter  
 

April 23 - hosted by Martha Kuceyeski 
1263 Lake St, Libertyville 

Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover 
 

May 28 - hosted by Karen Phillips 
2263 N Essex Ln, Round Lake Beach 

Eighty Days: Nellie Bly & Elizabeth Bisland’s History 

Making Race around the World by Matthew Goodman 
 

June 25 - hosted by Deb Sherrock 
38447 N Adam St, Lake Villa 

The Dry by Jane Harper 
 

July 23 - hosted by Judy Luplow 
345 Fox Run Rd, Libertyville 

The Quilter’s Legacy: An Elm Creek Quilts Novel         

by Jennifer Chiaverini  
 

August 27 - hosted by Nancy Joiner  
1318 Vineyard Ln, Libertyville 

Fly Girls by Keith O’Brien 
 

September 24 - hosted by Heidi Dinter 
4766 Middle Rd, Gurnee 

Bel Canto by Ann Patchett 
 

October 22 - hosted by Felicia Brandt 
1002 Muir Ave, Lake Bluff 

The Buried Giant by Kazuo Ishiguro 
 

November 19 - hosted by Kay Meyer 
92 Foxboro Ln, Gurnee 

Prairie Fires: The American Dream of  

Laura Ingalls Wilder by Caroline Fraser 

2019 Book Club Selections   

Olivewood Project Sales  
by Patty Moyer 

 

Be sure to stop by the Olivewood Project table in the Gathering 
Space on Sunday, December 9 for holiday gifts for anyone on your 
list. There will be nativities, figurines, kitchen utensils, and jewelry 
from Bethlehem and Jerusalem.  
 
All proceeds go to the Zoughbi cooperative in Bethlehem, which 
helps Christian carvers support their families amid difficult times in 
the West Bank. Assistance is especially important this year as        
Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, who have previously visited Holy 
Cross, are both dealing with health problems. 
 
If you’d like to help with sales at Holy Cross or know of another 
church that may want to host a sale, please contact Patty Moyer at 
patty@concertedsystems.com or 847-502-3196. 

Women’s Ecumenical Advent Service 
“All Creation Waits” 

 

Wednesday, December 5 
Hosted by First Presbyterian Church  
219 W. Maple Avenue, Libertyville 

 

Reception in Social Hall at 7 pm   
Worship in the Chapel at 7:30 pm  

 

A service of preparation, contemplation and peace helps to focus 
our attention on the coming of our Savior as a community of   
women. Featuring Vesper bells, guitar, flute and vocal ensembles. 
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Thanks to the very generous support of the Holy Cross  

congregation, we once again reached out to families and 

individuals in need through the annual Giving Tree this   

Christmas season.  
 

Boots for LSSI 
 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) asked for new 

winter boots in specific sizes to be distributed to children in 

their Head Start programs. Members of the Holy Cross  

community donated 50 pairs of boots this year.  
 

COOL Gift Items 
 

Holy Cross distributed 110 gifts for families in the COOL 

Transitional Housing program. Families in the program 

work and save toward independent housing, so the gifts  

provided by Holy Cross may be the only gifts family     

members receive during the holiday season.  
 

COOL Holiday Meal Boxes 
 

COOL Food Pantry has a goal of providing 1000 Holiday 

Meal Boxes to families in Lake County during the     

Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. Your $20 donations 

for the meal boxes may continue through Sunday,            

December 9. Please write checks to Holy Cross with 

“COOL Meal Box” in the memo line.  
 

Hoodies for PADS  
 

As an extension of the Giving Tree program, ornaments are 

available in the fellowship area to purchase hoodie       

sweatshirts for clients of PADS Lake County. All colors  

and sizes in mens or unisex are needed. Please return new,    

unwrapped hoodies to the collection box in the gathering 

space by Sunday, December 9. New sweatpants, sweatshirts 

and socks are also welcome.  

 
Looking for another way to give this advent season?       

Help with hospitality at the 2018 Hunger to Hope Lake 

County MobilePack. Visit bit.ly/mobilepackhelp18   

Green Oaks Holiday Chorus  
Benefit Concert for PADS of Lake County   

 

Friday, December 14 at 7:30 pm  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church  

 

The chorus will perform seasonal choral selections, popular  
Christmas songs and carols. This concert has just the right 
dose of Christmas cheer to get you and your family infused 
with Christmas spirit.  
 

The concert is free, but donations to PADS Lake County are 
appreciated.  

 Side Dishes are the non-perishable food items of the 

month in December (mashed potato flakes, macaroni 

and cheese, pasta side salads, etc.) Please place your                

contribution in the COOL collection cart outside the 

church office or in baskets during the children’s      

message.  
 

 

 Holiday Meal Boxes Help provide a Chr istmas meal 

for the families served by COOL. You may help COOL 

by donating funds to purchase Holiday Meal Boxes, at  

$20 each. Please make checks payable to Holy Cross 

with “COOL Meal Box” in memo line and place in  

       offering plate or collection envelope in the gathering      

       space by Sunday, December 9.  
 

 Volunteers Needed The food pantry is in need of 

able bodied volunteers to help pack food boxes and do 

some light clean up. Volunteers can work whatever 

works best – an hour, couple of hours, a day, or a    

couple of days. Volunteers are needed through          

December 21 between 8 am and 1:30 pm daily. Please 

consider donating a little of your time. If you can help, 

please contact the Pantry Manager, Rick Stewart, at  

      (847) 662-1230 or rstewart@coolministries.org  
 

 Helping Veterans COOL Food Pantr ies help food 

stamp eligible veterans each month, not only with food, 

but also each qualified veteran family receives a large 

box loaded with soap, paper goods, toiletries and more. 

Toiletry items for veterans in need are accepted daily 

whenever pantries are open.  

Holy Cross Christmas Giving Tree 
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Serving alongside one another is a great opportunity to get to know 
others as well. We are hoping that families will serve together with 
other families at Holy Cross. We are inviting Confirmation and High 
school students and their families to sign up to help pack meals on 
Friday evening from 7 to 9 pm or Sunday afternoon from 3 to 5pm. 
You can do this with friends and neighbors, your small group or 
even friends from the Gathering. Thinking of going to Rosebud next 
summer? Come and meet some of the kids you could be spending 
the week with! Can’t make either of the youth packing times? No 
problem! Find one that works for you! Who knows, you could make 
a new friend! 

2018 Lake County  
MobilePack™  

Youth and Family Packing Shifts 

Friday, November 30, 7 - 9 pm 
Sunday, December 2, 3 - 5 pm  
MobilePack Location: Pet Factory, 845 E High Street, Mundelein 

Register: bit.ly/mobilepack18 

 Advent in Sunday School  

   Sunday School Coordinators:  
Ages 3-5/K: Felicia Brandt (847) 362-0924  

Grades 1-5: Volunteer Requested  

Dates to Remember 
 

December 15: Chr istmas Program speaking and character  

dress rehearsal from 9:30 - 11 am. 

December 16: Sunday School Chr istmas Program 

during 9:30 am worship.  
December 23: No Sunday School (Chr istmas break) 

December 30: No Sunday School (Chr istmas break) 

During this Advent season, we pause to learn more about this 

season of waiting for the light. Throughout Sunday School   

during Advent, we will rehearse for the Christmas Program and 

take time to look at the advent story.  
 

In December, we will devote two Sunday School mornings to 

learn more about the time of Advent. For these classes, we are 

now looking for a few adults to help during Sunday School. 

Materials are ready to go so please consider helping out!      

Contact Pastor Sally for more information or to volunteer.  

PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org  
 

Our Children’s Christmas Program is scheduled for Sunday, 

December 16 during the 9:30 am worship service. Our students 

have been practicing their songs since October and are excited 

to perform for you. The older classes have a line or two of 

speaking parts to narrate the story. We’ve asked for volunteers 

to be costumed to create the vignette of the nativity. We’ll 

have one rehearsal in the sanctuary to stage the vignette go over 

all the speaking parts on Saturday, December 15 from 9:30 am. 

Only the costumed parts and speakers must attend the            
rehearsal.  
 

On Sunday, December 16, all the elementary students should 

gather in the basement no later than 9 am for one last practice, 

assemble and walk in together. If you have a preschooler or   

kindergartner, we’ll have animal hats for them to be part of the 

manger scene. You will find the hats in bins by the sanctuary 

doors. No preparation necessary, just select a hat from our     

costume supply when you arrive that morning. Students ages     

3 – 5/K classes can sit with you in the sanctuary until they see 

our music director, Carrie Mack, signal for them to come      

forward.  
 

This is a “dress up” performance! Wear your Sunday best! 

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone 

Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and 

equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live 

out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to 

provide strength for their faith journey.  

Milestone   
Ministries 

Saturday, February 9 from 9:30 - 11 am 
 

The Ten Commandments are one of the things that parent(s), 
sponsors and the congregation promise to place in each         
baptized person’s hands. What are the Ten Commandments  
really all about? How does that apply to your family or the life of 
a fourth grader? Join us as we explore these questions and dive 
deeper into scripture.  
 

Sunday, February 10 from 6:30 - 8 pm 
 

Conversations about faith and the responsibility of driving, with 
youth and their parents/guardians. 
 

Sunday, February 17 at 9:30 am worship 
 

Special blessing of new drivers and their parents/guardians.  
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Confirmation  
 

Confirmation instruction at Holy Cross is for all students who 

are in grades 6, 7 & 8. Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation 
occurs in the fall of 9th grade year.  

Confirmation Sessions 
 

Sunday, January 6  at 6:30 pm Session 10   
 

Sunday, January 14 at 6:30 pm Session 11 
 

NO CONFIRMATION January 20 
 

Retreat Friday, January 25 - Saturday, January 26, 2019 
(See adjacent column)  Sessions 12, 13 & 14 

Important Dates 

Confirmation Small Group Leader Gathering  
 

(6 - 8th grade leaders) 
Sunday, December 2 from 6:30 - 8 pm  

Holy Cross Fellowship Area  

 

Come for a time of reflection and celebration of the fall  
semester of confirmation. This night is for 6 - 8th grade small 
group leaders. Student confirmation resumes January 6, 2019.  
 

RSVP to PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org  

Confirmation Retreat  
Grades 6, 7 & 8 

January 25 - 26  
Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI 

$105 per participant 
Registrations due December 9 

“Worship the LORD with gladness; come before God with joyful 

songs. Know that the LORD is God. It is God who made us, and we 

are God’s; we are God’s people” - Psalm 100: 2-3 

What does it mean today that we were created to worship?  
Worship is one of those things we all know what it is and yet, at 
the same time, don’t have a clue. Our worship pattern is four-fold; 
Gathering, Word, Meal, Sending. This is also a pattern to our daily 
living. How do we acknowledge God in our presence in our daily 
worship by honoring this pattern in our lives? Come, explore, & 
learn! 
 

We depart Friday at 6 pm, and return Saturday at 9 pm. Retreat 
permission and health forms will be sent upon registration with a 
packing list to follow closer to the event. 
 

Please consider being a chaperone or driver for this retreat and 
come and join the fun!  
 

Contact Pastor Sally if you have any questions at  
PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060. 

2019 High School Mission Trip to Rosebud  
Date: June 22 - 29, 2019 
Cost: $500 per person 

If you’re interested in … 
- Cultural immersion experiences 
- Providing meals to the people of Two Strike 
- Work projects 
- Children’s programming 
- Deepening and reflecting on your own faith 
Then sign up for the 2019 mission trip to Rosebud! 

Important Upcoming Dates 
 

December 16, 2018 - Registration & $200 deposit due.  

January 2019 - Monthly meetings begin 

February 1, 2019- $200 payment due 

March 2019 - Group Fundraising Dinner 

April 1, 2019- $100 payment due 

April/May 2019 - Youth Stock Sale 

June 21, 2019 6 pm - Load vans at HCLC 

July 2019 - Youth Stock Shareholders Banquet 

Donations: Each summer there are donations we ask from the 
congregation to help us support the people of Two Strike. Watch 
for more information for this summer’s donation project. All     
donations and connections are appreciated the make this trip as 
cost effective as possible with the greatest possible impact at Two 
Strike. 

High School Winter Retreat:  
Peer Ministry Leadership Training   

For students in grades 9 - 12 
 

Friday, January 11 at 6 pm to  
Saturday, January 12 at 9 pm 

Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI  
 

Cost: $100 per person. Registration due by December 16.  
Registration forms are in the church office and gathering space. 

 

Peer Ministry Leadership Training is an opportunity to learn 

more about the art of caring conversation as a ministry tool. 

Here are 5 reasons why our church needs you as a Peer       

Minister:   
 

 Be a real friend. PML gives you the skills for  being the 

friend who walks in, even when others are walking out. 

 We see you as a leader. We need you as a leader , helping 

us change the world, one person at a time.  

 We want you to consider being on the Youth Ministry 

Leadership Team. This team helps leads all our  tr ips,  

retreats, outings, service projects   

 You are the most important teacher we have! PML will 

strengthen the skills you already have and give you some new 

ones. 

 Be a really good listener. People are drawn to those who 

listen.  
  

Contact Pastor Sally at PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org  

with any questions. 
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An Update From Mexico 
 

Thank you again to all who participated in our October Enchanted Forest Book Fair that helped us supply our classrooms with 
new books, and also help start up a children’s library in Mexico.  
 

Due to our points from the book sales, we were able to purchase 70 new Scholastic Spanish books for the library in Mexico. We 
were connected to this library through Don and Anna Simes, Holy Cross members who live in Mexico. The village they are in 
has roughly 14,700 children but no books, and their friend, Ken Lienemann, wanted to start a library to help improve the literacy 
rate which is currently only around 20%. With the help of friends, Mr. Lienemann converted an old house into a small thriving 
library called “Biblioteca-Casa de los Suenos” (Library-House of Dreams).  
 

Along with the books, the 4s and 5s class wrote letters to the children and placed them in the books. The letters contained well 
wishes and questions. We were able to transport the books via past church members who were traveling to the area, as it is     
difficult to get mail to the area without help.  
 

Mr. Lienemann sent us a letter along with letters from the children. In his letter he said, “You have been a blessing to us and 
thank you notes from the children are on the way. What Celebration! Childcare sent to us is so greatly appreciated. It nearly 
brought tears to my eyes as I went through them, processing to get them ready to put on shelves. I can tell that they were selected 
by people who really know children and how their eyes, ears, and minds work.” 
 

The Celebration! Childcare kids were very excited to see their correspondence from the children in Mexico. Thanks to our many 
staff members who are fluent in Spanish, the children were able to hear what the letters said.  
 

It has been a blessing all around for Celebration! Childcare to participate in this project. The staff are happy to see we are making 
a difference with our donations, and the children in the Spanish class are excited that they were able to help translate some of the 
letters.  
 

We have more points from our book fair which we will use to purchase more Spanish books for the library in the spring. We 
hope that this is a beginning of Celebration! Childcare and Holy Cross making new friends in Mexico, while also making a    
difference in the lives of children within that community.  
 

From all of us at Celebration! Childcare, we wish you and your family the happiest of holidays, and a wonderful New Year.  

Celebration! Childcare 

Kathy Pfister, Celebration! Childcare Director    

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 

(847) 367-6208 
Letters from 

“Biblioteca-Casa 

de los Suenos” 
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Growing Musicians 
 

with Jim Gill in Concert  

music 

family 

sing 

musician 

Sunday, January 27  
3:45 to 6 pm 

Holy Cross, Fellowship Area   

The 4th Annual Family Outreach Series is back! Children and their 

families will construct a box harp, compose music, and then share 

their musical piece in a small group. Jim Gill will also be             

performing at 4:30 pm, followed by a time to buy his CDs and get 

his autograph. The evening will wrap up with a light meal.  

Please pre-register for this event so we are able to plan for the 

most successful event possible. Questions? Email Diane Gaines at 

pdgaines@sbcglobal.net  

grow  
dance 

Thanksgiving Feast  

         I Love to Tell The Story 

   Coming in January to warm your heart!  

“I love to tell the story” will be a little corner   

of the newsletter where we share love and     

joy and happy stories taken from real life      

experiences in our early childhood programs. 

Watch for our first edition in  the newsletter    

in the first quarter! 

On Tuesday, November 13, CrossWays Preschool and   

Celebration! Childcare students and their families were 

treated to a full Thanksgiving Dinner. Turkey and all the 

trimmings were lovingly prepared and served by the       

directors and staff. Pastor Bob was happy to be part of his 

granddaughter’s second Thanksgiving Feast! 

Sponsored by  

Space is limited.  

Registration Required:  

bit.ly/JimGillConcert 

Free, family friendly event! 

instrument 
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CrossWays Preschool 

 Science 
 

When we think of science, we often imagine a laboratory, with 

lots of specialized tools and people in white lab coats taking 

notes on their clipboards. In reality, science is around us every 

day! In today’s world, our children need a solid foundation in 

scientific thinking and exposure to all things science, but        

frequently, this important area is neglected, often due to the 

adults in the situation not knowing how to help develop these 

skills in young children. However, there are three easy steps  

anyone can take to enhance  scientific thinking in young        

children.  

 

Step 1: Nurture their natural curiosity. Children are born curious.  

By creating a safe place for them to deeply explore the world 

around them, you are not only helping them learn and try new 

things, but also supporting their developing scientific inquiry.  

 

Step 2: Don’t always answer their questions. We often want to   

explain everything to the young people in our lives, but        

sometimes it is more beneficial to ask them what they think 

about a topic or observe their actions to see what they are     

wondering about. It is okay to admit you don’t know all the   

answers, and a wonderful  experience to try and find the answer 

together.  

 

Step 3: Seize the opportunity for science in the everyday. Even  

something as simple as taking a bath at the end of the day can be 
a rich scientific experience: there’s no need for special        

equipment or advanced degrees. All you need is a curious child, 

the world around them, and a loving adult who is supporting 

them along the way.  

 

At CrossWays Preschool, we make a point to engage in science  

every day with our students. From making volcanoes inside     

pumpkins to exploring simple machines, we are celebrating    

science with the children who attend school here. You are most 

welcome to visit the classroom any time to see this in action! 

 

This month, we will be getting ready for the Christmas holiday. 

We will be creating gifts for people we love, practicing our songs 

for our Christmas concert, reading stories about baby Jesus, and       

enjoying the season with our friends at school.  

 

CrossWays Preschool will close for the Christmas holiday on    

Monday, December 24 so that we can spend the holiday with 

friends and family. We wish every one of you the merriest of 

Christmases, and the happiest of New Years! 

Elizabeth Moy, CrossWays Preschool Director  

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 

(847) 367-4367 

Our plastic cap collection project continues!  
 

Acceptable Plastic Caps  
Milk jug caps, detergent caps, hairspray caps, drink bottle 
caps, toothpaste cube caps, deodorant caps, flip top and 
spout caps (ketchup, mustard), spray paint caps,           
ointment tube caps, caps with recycle numbers 2, 4 or 5.  
 

Acceptable Plastic Lids 
Cottage cheese, cool whip, cream cheese and yogurt con-
tainer lids, mayonnaise and peanut butter jar lids, ice 
cream bucket lids (under 8”), coffee can lids, butter lids, 
prescription bottles (labels removed).  
 

NOT Acceptable  
Metal caps, plastic bags, trigger sprayers, fast food lids, 
soap pumps, caps or lids with recycle numbers 1, 3, 6 or 7.  

Hey kids, looking for something fun to do 

with your cap less bottles? Here’s an easy            

snowperson bottle craft! 

1. Take your bottle and either paint the outside of the bottle 

white, or fill it with stuffing/glitter to make it look white.  

2. Use different colored buttons for the eyes, nose, and 

buttons and hot glue them on the bottle.  

3. Take colored paper or felt and use it as the scarf, and hat, 

if you’d like, and then you’re done!  
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Grounded 
in Grace 

 

 

Special Needs 

 

We always welcome more volunteers to help with hospitality. If you would like to help in this way, 

please contact office@holycrosschurch.org 

 

What thoughts, beliefs, and values do you hold that influence or detract from your ability to grow? 

 

While family, education, social class, and geography all contribute to how we think about God, our expe-

riences and perceptions along life’s journey also shape our thinking. Being comfortable with ambiguity, 

metaphor, and uncertainty help us get the Divine “out of the box” and rethink theological ideas that have 

become barriers to our further spiritual growth. 

 

Come and explore with other women of faith “Thinking Theologically,” our next installment of Living 

the Questions 2.0, a DVD discussion ser ies.  

 

Bring a friend, your choice of beverage and a snack to pass if you would like! Please contact Pastor Sally 

with any questions. PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org   

 
 

.We will meet each Monday starting at 6 pm. Not sure if pilates is for you? Try one class for 

free. Questions about pricing may be directed toward the organizer, Jodi Zombolo at  

(224) 595-8573.  

 

This small group is for parents who have children with any special need (whether or not formalized  

by 504 or IEP). They typically meet once a month (September - June) to offer ideas, guidance or  

prayer. Open to all members of the community regardless of religious affiliation. For more information, 

please contact Terry Berger (224) 775-1479 or Lisa Dunbar (847) 309-6035.  
 

Snacks are furnished by the Lexi Kazian Foundation for the members who attend.  

The Free Spirits are a group of retirees and others age 55 and more who enjoy participating in outings together. 

The Free Spirits will take a break during the rest of the year from planned activities. Save the 

date for our annual potluck lunch and planning meeting on Friday, January 18 at 11 am. Bring a 

dish to share. Make sure to bring your calendars and ideas for 2019 activities, and we are in need 

of individuals to assist in planning monthly events. The task involves submitting newsletter to 

the office, coming up with new ideas, and agreeing on which activities to repeat.  

 

Instead of a Free Spirits event this month, we encourage you to participate in the many Advent 

activities, and especially Advent Breathers at noon on December 5, 12, and 19 at 12 pm.  

 
Questions? Contact Carol Wasemiller clinnea@yahoo.com (847) 625-0046 home (847) 651-4694 cell  

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
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Saturday              
Men’s Group 

Bible    
Study 

Common 
Threads 

Women’s 
Discussion 

Group 

G 

Men’s  
Breakfast Group 

 

We’re continuing to discuss Dr. Chris Thurman’s, The Lies We Believe about God: Knowing God for Who 

He Really Is. Books are available for purchase in the church office for $15.  
 

December 4 - Chapter 3: Shame on You – The Lie: God Is a Shamer 

December 15 - Chapter 4: He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands – The Lie: God Has Lost Control of 

Everything 

 

In December, we will only meet one time, on December 11. Biblical scholarship is not required.  

All you need to join the conversation is an open heart and any translation of the Bible. Questions? Contact 

Pastor Bob.  

Look for the 2019 reading list of books on page 10. The Book Club of Holy Cross usually meets the 

fourth Tuesday evening of each month, January - November. Everyone is welcome to participate in the 

book discussions. We meet in each other’s homes, the host providing a tasty dessert and (generally)       

leading the discussion. (The church might also be available if you prefer to host, but not in your home.)  

We read various genres, including fiction, biography/memoir, non-fiction, mystery, cultural, historical,  

and include a classic each year. Consider joining the group, if just for a book or two. We are taking        

December off and will resume on January 22, to discuss Before We Were Yours: A Novel by                 

Lisa Wingate.  

 

This group of our congregation knits or crochets blankets and shawls. Each blanket or shawl is then       

dedicated at a worship service and presented to the prayer recipient. These prayer blankets offer the healing 

power of prayer, crafted as an expression of God’s love. To request a prayer shawl for a loved one, please 

contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org.  

 

This is a wonderful way to begin the day. We promise to provide you with thought-provoking and         

stimulating fellowship and conversation. All men are welcome to join us.  

 

Save those natural corks! If you will be enjoying wine over the holidays, please save the natural corks and 

bring them to church. There will be a special collection box set up by the Care Of Creation kiosk. Natural 

cork is a sustainable product. The cork tree bark can be harvested and then will regrow, sort of like shearing 

a sheep. Plastic corks are not even recyclable, so if there is a choice for wine, look for the natural corks. 

These corks can be used for craft projects, and in some years we have shared them with the early childhood 

ministries. They also have value to be used commercially. We are also glad to support the plastic cap  

collection project from CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare. See page 16 for collection details. 

 

We are continuing to discuss the book Sacred Ground: Pluralism, Prejudice, and the Promise of        

America by Chicago author Eboo Patel. Mr. Patel is founder and president of Interfaith Youth Core, a 
nonprofit organization that promotes interfaith leadership on college campuses.   

 

Please join us. All men are welcome! 
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Saturday, December 1 
Newsletter content due for January 
1:30 pm FMSC MobilePack at Pet Factory 
7:00 pm First Saturday Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 2 
8:00 am  Worship w/ Holy Communion 
9:30 am Contemporary Worship  
 with Holy Communion 
9:45 am Sunday School   
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 with Holy Communion 
12:00 pm FMSC MobilePack at Pet Factory 
6:00 pm Confirmation Small Group  
 Leader meeting 
 

Monday, December 3 
5:30 pm Willow House Meeting 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
 

Tuesday, December 4 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast at The Liberty 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group 
4:00 pm Red Rose Children’s Choir, 402 
5:00 pm Red Rose Boys Choir 
7:00 pm BSA Troop#194 Committee, 207 
 

Wednesday, December 5 
9:00 am  Quilting & More, 404 
12:00 pm Advent Breathers 
3:30 pm Red Rose Children’s Choirs, 402 
7:30 pm  Holy Cross Choir Rehearsal  
 

Thursday, December 6 
7:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 402 
7:30 pm Cookie Walk Set Up 
 

Friday,  December 7 
11:00 am Cookie Walk Drop Off 
6:00 pm Troop Lock In, 402 
7:00 pm Cookie Walk Set Up 
 

Saturday,  December 8 
8:30 am 10th Christmas Cookie Walk 
8:30 am New Member Breakfast 
 

Sunday, December 9 
8:00 am  Worship  
9:00 am Olivewood Sales 
9:30 am  Worship with Reception of       
 New Members  
9:45 am Sunday School   
11:00 am Worship  
6:30 pm  NO Confirmation  
 

Monday, December 10 
1:00 pm  Common Threads  
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! Atrium 
6:30 pm Green Oaks Holiday Chorus 
 Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
7:00 pm BSA Troop #194, 402 
 

Tuesday, December 11 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast at The Liberty 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group 
4:00 pm Red Rose Children’s Choir, 402 
5:00 pm RRCC Boys Choir, Fellowship 
 

Wednesday, December 12 
9:00 am  Quilting & More, 404 
9:30 am ECM Marketing meeting, 208 
11:30 am PHW Day Program Session 
12:00 pm Advent  Breathers 
3:30 pm Red Rose Children’s Choirs 
7:00 pm PHW Evening Program Session 
7:30 pm  Holy Cross Choir Rehearsal  
 

Thursday, December 13 
7:00 pm ECM Board Meeting, 208 
7:00 pm Handbell Choir, Rehearsal 402 
 

Friday, December 14 
6:00 pm Green Oaks Chorus Rehearsal 
7:30 pm Green Oaks Chorus Concert 
 

Saturday, December 15 
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Group 
 

Sunday, December 16 
8:00 am  Worship w/ Holy Communion 
9:30 am Contemporary Worship  
 with Holy Communion 
9:30 am Sunday School  Christmas  
 Program 
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
 with Holy Communion 
4:00 pm Parents of Children with  
 Special Needs, 208 
7:30 pm Blue Christmas 
   

Monday, December 17 
6:00 pm  Pilates, Celebration! Atrium 
7:00 pm  BSA Troop #194, 402  
 

Tuesday, December 18 
6:30 am     Men’s Breakfast at The Liberty 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group  
4:00 pm NO Red Rose Children’s Choirs 
  

Wednesday, December  19 
9:00 am Quilting & More, 404 
10:30 am CrossWays Preschool       
 Christmas Concert 
12:00 pm Advent Breathers 

3:30 pm NO Red Rose Children’s Choir 
6:00 pm Christmas Décor Staging 
 

Thursday, December 20 
9:30 am Newsletter Assembly 
11:00 am Assemble Christmas Trees 
7:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 402 
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 
 

Friday, December 21 
9:00 am College Breakfast with the  
 Pastors, The Liberty Restaurant 
11:00 am Assemble Christmas trees 
 

Sunday, December 23 
PADS Donations drop off before noon 
8:00 am  Worship  
9:30 am  Contemporary Worship  
9:45 am NO Sunday School   
11:00 am Contemporary Worship 
12:00 pm Christmas Decorating - Platforms 
 

Monday, December 24 
CrossWays Preschool, Celebration!  
Childcare, & Church Office Closed 
 

10:00 am Christmas Décor - final touches 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with  
 Holy Communion & Children’s  
 Message  
8:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday, December 25 
CrossWays Preschool, Celebration!  
Childcare, & Church Office Closed 
10:00 am Christmas Day Worship with 
 Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday, December 26 
CrossWays Preschool Closed 
Church Office Hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
9:00 am Quilting & More, 404 
12:00 pm Feed My Starving Children pack 
 

Thursday, December 27 
CrossWays Preschool Closed 
Church Office Hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Friday, December 28 
CrossWays Preschool Closed 
Church Office Hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
12:00 pm Steenkolk Court of Honor 
 

Saturday, December 29 
7:00 am  Saturday Men’s Group 
 

Sunday, December 30 
8:00 am 1st Sunday in Christmas  
 Contemporary Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
9:45 am NO Sunday School 
10:00 am 1st Sunday in Christmas  
 Contemporary Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
 

Monday, December 31 
CrossWays Preschool, Celebration!  
Childcare, & Church Office Closed 

Newsletter Assembly  
  

Assist with preparing the December newsletter for mailing. Join us on Thursday, December 20 at 9:30 am. Fellowship included. 

December  
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December 2018 
 

1, 2 FMSC Lake County MobilePack 

 Pet Factory, Mundelein 

1 First Saturday Evening Worship 

8 New Member Breakfast 8:30 am 

9 Reception of New Members 9:30 am 

9 Around The Cross Choir Concert 

5, 12, 19 Advent Breathers 

8 Cookie Walk to benefit Rosebud 

16  Sunday School Christmas Program 

16 Blue Christmas Worship   

23 Decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas 

24 Christmas Eve Worship 4, 8, 11 pm 

25 Christmas Day Worship 10 am 

30 First Sunday in Christmas 8 & 10 am 

 

January 2019 
 

5 First Saturday Worship  

7,8 & 9 Christmas decor packing 

12/13  Peer Ministry Retreat  

25/26 Confirmation Retreat 

27 Annual Congregational Meeting 

27 Family Outreach Series:  

 Growing Musicians with Jim Gill  

See  page 2 for more 

Event Dates: Nov 30, Dec 1 & 2 

Location: Pet Factory, Mundelein 

Register: bit.ly/mobilepack18 
Details on page 3.  

Sunday, December 16  
7:30 pm  

See page 9 for details.  

Monday, December 24 at 4, 8 & 11 pm  
Worship with Holy Communion  

and Candle Lighting.  
Children’s message at 4 pm.  

 

Tuesday, December 25 at 10 am   
Worship with Holy Communion.  

 

Full Advent schedule on page 2. 


