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Core Stories  
(Bold classes are in the catalog) 
 
 
1. Creation - Creation: How it all began 

2. Abrahamic covenant - The Start of a Nation (or is it Nations?) 

3. Israel rescued from slavery in Egypt - Exodus and Middle School 

4. Jesus’ Birth - Do you really know the Christmas Story and the birth of 
the savior? 

5. Holy Week & Easter Story 

6. Peter & Cornelius (Acts 10 & 11) 

7. Every people and every language gathered around the throne of the           
Lamb. (Rev 7) 

 
 
 



 

Confirmation Elective Course Catalog 
 

This is a listing of many of the elective courses that are available throughout the 
year. Not all are scheduled at the same consistency. Please be sure to follow your 
matrix to determine which areas of the electives that you need to fulfill and turn in 
a reflection sheet to receive credit for the completion of your elective.  Matrix 
available at HolyCrossChurch.org/resources or log in to your account on Church 
Community Builder.  
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Stories and mentors of faith (with a grandparent or elder of the church 
you are not related to)   
 
Why, do you go to Holy Cross? Why, does your family go to a Lutheran church? 
Have you ever asked your parents and grandparents about their faith and how 
that has led to you being in confirmation at Holy Cross? Through this self-guided          
elective, participants will be given a guide of questions to help them engage in a 
conversation with a grandparent or church elder about their story and how their 
faith has been formed and influenced from the past to the present. 
 

Min/Max: NA 

Location: participant choice with grandparent/elder of the congregation 

Supplies: Guide of questions for participant to engage with grandparent or church 
elder (to be provided by HC.) Participant to take and provide written notes of the 
conversation and answer to questions. 
Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Congregational Life, Relational 
 

Battles of the Bible   

The bible is the most famous history book of all time, and covers some of the most 
famous battles of history:  Can you imagine you and your brother are facing an  
opposing army of 12,000 that is both in front of you and behind you, and you only 
have 7,000 men?  You look to your brother and say: “If the Arameans are too 
strong for me, then you are to come to my rescue; but if the Ammonites are too 
strong for you, then I will come to rescue you. Be strong, and let us fight bravely 
for our people and the cities of our God. The Lord will do what is good in his 
sight.” (2 Samuel 10) 

This elective will share stories of the most famous battles of the bible and explore 
how God interceded to help the Israelites. . . sometimes?  

Min/Max: 5/15 
Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 
Duration: 60 minutes 
Elective Category: Biblical 
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Witchcraft and Wizardry of the Bible 

Like Harry Potter? Join us as we explore some of the more bizarre stories of                          
witchcraft and wizardry within the bible. (Yes, this really happened!) 

The Witch of Endor: “Well, whose spirit do you want me to call up?” “Call up                
Samuel,” Saul replied. 12 When the woman saw Samuel, she screamed, “What do 
you see?” “I see a god coming up out of the earth,” she said. 14 “What does he look 
like?” Saul asked. “He is an old man wrapped in a robe,” she replied. Saul realized it 
was Samuel, and he fell to the ground before him. 15 “Why have you disturbed me 
by calling me back?” Samuel asked Saul. (1 Samuel 28) 
 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical 
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Exodus and Middle School  

“Middle” School, “middle” to mean in-between. You have left the easy comforts of 
Elementary School but not yet ready for High School. Have you ever thought about 
the similarities of Middle School to the Exodus? 

How do you think the Israelites felt when Moses said that they were going to leave 
Egypt, after 400 years! (about 10 generations!) A place where food was available, 
and homes established. (Sort of like the comforts of Elementary School) 

Moses said they were going to a land flowing with milk and honey (High School)  

BUT – the Israelites had to wonder in the desert for 40 YEARS! Be glad Middle 
School isn’t that long! In this lesson we will explore the stories of the Exodus,     
Moses leading the Israelites through the Red Sea, and learning how to become their 
own people and skilled warriors which would be needed to conquer the lands in 
which they would eventually settle in, and discuss similarities to Middle School. 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical - CORE 
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Sports and the 10 Commandments  

Do you play sports? Are there rules in sports? Of course, there are! So why                 
wouldn’t there be rules that God gives us? We have all heard them, BUT what are 
they and how were they given?       

Did you know the first set of tablets with the 10 commandments was smashed by 
Moses? (Boy was he MAD!)   

Why do coaches get mad? Why did Moses get mad? 

What about fouls? What fouls have you been called out on in sports? Are the fouls 
in the bible? (Hint: Yes) 

In this lesson we will discuss the context of when and why the 10 commandments 
were given, what they are, and how they were created (and smashed by                         
Moses). We will explore a conversation on rules of today, fouls in sports, real life 
and the bible, and whether the 10 commandments are still relevant today. 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting or in person 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical  
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Is Jesus the real deal?  

Whether you're 5, 15 or 50, questioning your faith and belief in Jesus is natural and 
part of the process of truly coming to a place of faith and believing.   

Do you know how many people Jesus raised from the dead? (Yes, raised from the 
dead!)   

Do you know how many people Jesus healed? 

Or how many large gatherings he fed? 

During this lesson we will discuss and explore the new testament and review the 
countless miracles Jesus performed, like walking on the water, and healing a man 
shortly before his crucifixion! 

How about after his crucifixion? How many times did people see him, touch him, 
eat with him?   

This overview is sure to make you think how amazing Jesus was and may leave you 
with more questions as you explore and progress on your faith journey. 

BONUS POINTS: for those who can tell me what miracle is being performed in the 
picture below? 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical 
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Do you really know the Christmas Story and the birth of the savior?  

A manger, some animals and a birth, all because there was no room in the inn. We 
sing the songs and celebrate Christmas, but do you really know the story?  

Did you know Mary, Joseph with baby Jesus had to flee for their lives, and the first 
few years they lived a life on the run?   

Where did they go, and how far did they travel? 

Why was a Roman King (Herod) so scared of this “newborn king”?  So, scared he 
would order a search high and low for the child. 

And to what extent would King Herod go to remain in power from this new 
“threat”?   

This lesson will review the story leading up to Jesus birth and the years following 
with his parents as they travel to keep the boy safe.   

Learning the full story behind the very start of Jesus life, that things were not 
“normal” helps build the foundation of faith in belief in Jesus.  

This is a great Christmas season lesson to learn and share. 

BONUS POINTS: What is the bottom right picture a story of? 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical - CORE 
 

nytimes.com/2019/12/27/opinion/christmas-feast-of-innocents.html 
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Creation: How it all began  
 

The big bang or the hand of god? The earth created in 7 days may be open for     
interpretation but the creation story and an overview of Genesis (the first book of 
the bible) is a core understanding all people of faith should understand and know.   

From trusting God and enjoying paradise in the Garden of Eden, we see the world 
in a euphoric state. But, just like today, Adam and Eve (representing man and  
woman) are shown to have a will of their own and capable of their own                      
downfall. Here we see the first sin and the consequences, of shame,                                   
embarrassment, and becoming an outcast.   

From the opening stories of the bible to today, there are similarities to explore. 

Did you know that the Bible actually has two creation stories? Which one do you 
know or do you know both? Come learn about how God created the world and all 
its inhabitants and how quickly things didn't go as planned... 
Min/Max: 5/15 
Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 
Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 
Duration: 60 minutes 
Elective Category: Biblical - CORE 
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Noah: Why are you building an ark?  

Wait a minute, God told you to build a ship (ark) big enough to hold two of every 
animal on the plant? That’s a floating ZOO! Wow that must have smelled bad! How 
big was this ark anyway? (That’s a silly question the bible tells us the ark                         
measured 300 x 50 x 30 cubits (Genesis 6:14-16)). Why in the wonderful creation of 
the earth and all the wonderful deeds of GOD, would Noah build an Ark? 

This lesson covers the story of Noah and where he fits into history after the         
creation story. Why GOD told Noah to build an ark. The flood and Noah’s                            
family. And finally, the rebirth of land and Noah’s settlement back on land.   

Given that the bible tells us that Noah spent almost a year in the Ark this must have 
been a serious flood. Where did the Ark finally land, where does the story pick back 
up? 

Join us as we explore deeper into one of the most famous stories of the bible. 

BONUS POINTS: How big was the Ark? (In feet – not cubits) 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical  
 

biblica.com/articles/7-incredible-things-you-might-not-know-about-noahs-ark/ 
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The Start of a Nation (or is it Nations)   

The story of Abraham (Abram) and Sarah (Sarai) is one of the most important     
stories of the bible that literally starts off religion as we know it, but which one or 
ones? Interesting twists abound as we explore God’s covenant with Abram. 

God said to him, "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of 
many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for 
I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make 
nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the 
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after 
you” (Genesis 17)    

So how did this covenant begin? Why is it said that multiple religions originated 
from Abraham? 

Where else in the bible does it say that someone God is speaking to laughs at 
God? Why would Abram and Sarai laugh at God? 

How far was Abraham’s faith tested by God? and what similarities can we draw 
upon from this test? 

This lesson covers the many aspects of the Abraham and Sarah story including    
Hagar and Ishmael, Isaac, and the start of his descendants. 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical - CORE 
 

usnews.com/news/religion/articles/2008/01/25/why-scholars-just-cant-stop-
talking-about-sarah-and-hagar#:~:text=Old%20Testament&text=While%20Jews%
20traditionally%20see%20themselves,plight%20of%20the%20slave%20woman. 
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Crochet and Prayer Shawls  

Prayer Shawl. Peace Shawl. Comfort shawl. Whatever name you call them, they 
serve the same purpose; a wearable hug crafted with love and intent from maker to 
recipient. It is the prayers instilled in the shawl with each stitch that makes them 
what they are.  

We frequently bless prayer shawls during our Sunday service for people who are 
hurting and need our love and prayers. Have you ever wanted to know more about 
them, or make one for someone you care for?   

In this session we will discuss the importance of prayer shawls and the prayers you 
can use to bless them. We will also spend time learning to crochet. 

Exodus 28:39 “You shall weave the tunic of checkered work of fine linen, and shall 
make a turban of fine linen, and you shall bake a sash, the work of a weaver.”  

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting or in person 

Supplies: crochet hook, yarn 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Vocation 

 
Family Tree – Your family faith story and history  

On All Saints Sunday (& many other days too), we remember those who came  be-
fore us and have since left this world. We recognize the impact their lives have had 
on ours.  The basis for our faith story comes from the history we read in the bible, 
but also from our relatives, teachers, and others we’ve met. 
 

Have you ever thought that you have a faith family tree? We will spend time              
exploring the way our history has come together to create a faith family                       
tree - containing pieces of all who have come before us. We will ponder: Who are 
some people who have had the greatest spiritual impact on your life? What did 
they do that was so meaningful? Do you have any idea who guided them                        
spiritually? 
 

Additionally, we will reflect on how we can honor the people who came before you 
by encouraging others spiritually? Who might those others be?  
 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting or in person 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes  
Elective Category: Relational 
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Building your faith through Legos  

You’ve seen great works of art depicting the life of Jesus. But did you know you can 
use Legos to understand and deepen your faith? Building structures plays a big role 
in several of our favorite bible stories. (Noah’s Ark, Tower of Babel, Solomon’s  
Temple) 

Dig into your bin of LEGO® bricks and start Building Faith Brick by Brick! After a  
conversation of building and faith, you will use your imaginations to create a                   
favorite story with the popular building bricks.  

Genesis 11:3 “They said to one another, “come, let us make bricks” 

Min/Max: 5/10 

Location: In person meeting  
Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

(Legos will be provided for use during the session.  If you want to take your crea-
tion home, you can bring your own) 
Duration: 90 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical  
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Dreamers of the Bible   

Dreams are mentioned at least 21 times in the bible. In the Old Testament they 
reveal God’s plan and aid in putting His people in places of influence. In the New 
Testament dreams provide people guidance and insight they might not else               
receive. For instance, visions and dreams are used to help people recognize Jesus 
as the Savior. 

When you read the word DREAM, what thoughts come to mind? The funny image 
or adventures that happen while you sleep? Daydreaming on a lazy day? Or the 
dreams you have of your future life?  

In this session we will discuss what the Dreamers of the Bible can teach us about 
how God talks to us through our dreams. 

Numbers 12:6 “And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I 
the Lord make myself known to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream.”  
 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Servanthood 

 

Adopt-a-Highway  
 
We are each responsible for the care of creation. One of the ways that we can live 
this out is by participating in being caretakers in our own community. Holy Cross 
participates in this through the Adopt-A-Highway program which strives to keep 
our creation pollution free by keeping Saint Mary's Road free of debris and trash. 
Watch for seasonal dates to participate in this service project.  
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Congregational Life 

Drive-In Worship Attendant  
Assist with welcoming cars to drive-in worship by handing out materials,                     
communion, greeting, offering assistance as needed and showing them to the 
parking attendant so they know where to park. 
 
 

Acolyte/Reader/Worship Participant 
Don’t just attend service - participate!  There are a variety of ways you can be            
actively involved on Sunday mornings.  Check out the details bit.ly/WPatHC 
 
 

Altar Care 
Help play a key role in preparing the sanctuary for worship. With an adult partner 
you will set the communion table - placing the liturgically correct colored                  
paraments on the altar and pulpit and prepare communion ware for the                         
service. After the service is completed, remove communion ware and either set up 
for the next service or dispose of any remaining elements and wash the                        
communion ware. 
 

Hospitality Team 

Provide hospitality to members and guests between services on Sunday                  
morning. Serve snacks, coffee and juice while welcoming. Clean up after the 9:30 
am service. 
 

  Nursery Assistant 
Each Sunday the nursery is open at all services for children three years old and 
under. Spend an hour in the nursery, helping make it a welcoming and safe space 
for all children. Volunteers are continuously needed at the 9:30 am service (10 am 
in the summer months) when the nursery is most used. Please contact the church 
office if you are willing to share your love of children by serving in the nursery   
ministry.  
 

PADS Packs 

Be a part of Holy Cross’ ongoing support for PADS, ministering to the homeless in 
our area. Our congregation provides a warm and healthy breakfast meal to             
homeless men, women, and children at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church in 
Grayslake on the 4th Tuesday of each month. Be a part of packing bag lunches for 
the homeless to take with them following the breakfast.   

 
Water Flowers 

Are you plant-savvy? Help a group of volunteers who share their time and                         
gardening talents with the congregation this year. Not only do they keep all the 
annual plants looking beautiful all summer, they keep the indoor plants thriving 
too. The Green Thumbs team is instrumental in design, planting, watering and 
maintaining the planters on the patio and at the building entrances. 
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Sunday School Assistant 
Around 60 children attend Sunday School regularly. We continue to rely heavily on 
volunteers who teach, shepherd, and help in many ways throughout the year to 
provide instruction, music and creative projects for our children. 
 

Intergenerational Events 
For several years Holy Cross has offered an intergenerational VBS in the summer. 
For three nights, we explored a different theme. Each of the nights included a night 
of teaching on those topics, which was taught through looking at life in    another 
country, and the activity was themed on the specific country. Music and a meal 
were also included.   
 

Attend the Annual Congregational Meeting 

The annual congregational meeting is held in-between the 9:30 and 11 am service 
the last Sunday in January. It is an excellent opportunity to see how much our              
congregation can accomplish in one year, and how we come together to achieve 
our goals.  
 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration Service 

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving the Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration 
is hosted by Advocate Condell at the Centre Club. This celebration includes leaders 
of the Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, and Muslim communities. Food 
and fellowship follow the service.  
 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting or in person 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Congregational Life 
 

Art of Nativity 

Close your eyes and imagine the Nativity. Chances are you saw an image of Jesus, 
with Joseph and Mary in a stable with some animals. Maybe there’s a shepherd or 
some wise men. It's fairly likely that the images you and I have are pretty                       
similar. Did you know that as Christianity spread throughout the world, images of 
the nativity changed? They morphed over time and geography into icons that had 
meaning for the individual who created them.     
 

We will spend this time exploring a variety of nativity scenes from around the 
globe—from the traditional “masters” to modern interpretations. In each case we 
will identify the symbols that exist throughout and look for interpretations that are 
important to the artist. There will also be time for us to create our own visions of 
the nativity and share which pieces of the story are important to us. Please be     
prepared with paper and crayons/colored pencils/markers. 
 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting  
Supplies: Paper and crayons/colored pencils/markers 

Elective Category: Congregational Life 
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Jonah: A whale of a tale! 
 

Most of us know the Jonah story as “the one where the guy gets swallowed by a big 
fish.” But do you really know what the story is about? Listening to God,                       
Repentance, and living with the reality that sometimes good things can happen to 
bad people and it isn’t ours to judge. 
 

How many times has the person who never helps in the group gets the best grade 
or picked as a great example? It’s so frustrating when we know we’ve put all the 
work in and get no rewards. So here is a story about just that which encourages us 
to be humble and not pout when things don’t go our way. 
 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting  or in person 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: Biblical  
 
 

Storytelling: Parables of Jesus 
 

In a culture that was unable to read or write, they needed a way to record and          
remember their collective history. They did this through the art of storytelling. It is 
also a way that is used to teach. Jesus often used stories to teach called parables 
that would allow listeners to identify with the characters and to ask a large more 
complex question.  Join us as we ask some of these same questions… 
 

In today’s political and racial tension, who are our neighbors? 

As people make choices that you might not, who is your son? 

In a time when people feel lost, how are we found? 
 

These are all questions that Jesus was asked and used stories to help listeners             
understand the complexity and arrive at their own conclusions. 
 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting or in person 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes, 1 credit 
Elective Category: Biblical  
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Is God the real deal?  

Before Jesus’ time, in the Old Testament, Israel was enslaved in Egypt. Do you 
know the story of Moses and the miracles he demonstrated through the power of 
God?   
 

As middle school youth (and adults too) we all have doubts and insecuri-
ties. Moses was NO different.   
 

God actually speaks with Moses and says “So now, go. I am sending you to Phar-
aoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who 
am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” Moses goes 
on to resist and try and get out of what God is commanding and says to the God, 
“Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor 
since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 

Wow, can you imagine saying no to God?   

Come learn the story of Moses and how God worked many miracles through him 
as he leads people of Israel out of Egypt.   

BONUS POINTS: What miracles did Moses perform through God in the presence of 
the Pharaoh of Egypt? 

Min/Max: 5/15 

Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Supplies: Bible, pen, paper or device to take notes 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Elective Category: History of the Bible – CORE 
 

quora.com/What-are-the-10-miracles-done-by-Moses-from-the-Bible 
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Fishing & Faith 

Jesus lived in a time where fishing was a popular job to provide for ones family. It 
was strenuous and hard work. Today we often fish for leisure and peace.  

Come learn about the different fishing stories in the Bible, how Jesus utilized these 
everyday activities to explain God and Faith and have a chance to practice the skill 
yourself. 

Why do you think Jesus chose to call local fisherman to become disciples, not the 
religious elite? Come learn these answers from Pastor Sally AND she might even 
teach you how to cast a fishing pole!  

Min/Max: 2/12 
Location: Butler Lake Park 
Supplies: Fishing gear, if you need to borrow equipment please let us know  
Duration: 90 min, 1 credit  (30 min of free time to fish, and up to 60 of discussion) 
Elective Category: Vocational 
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Independent studies 
 

Videos 
 
Luther Video (2003) - Martin Luther was a monk who saw many discrepancies in 
what the bible said and what the Roman Catholic church was saying and doing. He 
sought to have these reforms brought to the Catholic Church. When they refused, a 
larger movement began, but not without its significant challenges that would 
change the world. After Martin Luther died, his followers who wanted to continue 
practicing their faith in the same way, adopted the name of being  
“Lutheran.” Watch the video to learn more about the story of Martin Luther and 
how Lutheranism came into existence. Please reflect your learning and insights on 
your reflection form. 
 

Bibleproject.com - Pick out 3-5 videos (minimum of 45 min total) that you 
are interested in watching. On your reflection form, please indicate which 
videos you watched and interesting facts that you learned.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Updated: November 2020 
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