
                            

 

We are so glad you have joined us this morning! Tune your radio to 87.9 FM to hear the  
worship service. Please remember that masks are not required while in your vehicle but any 
departure from your vehicle will require a mask to be worn. Offerings may be deposited in the 
receptacles upon leaving the driveway this morning. May God’s peace be with you always.  

Prelude                             My Lord, What a Morning                     arr. M. Hassell 
  

Welcome 
 

GATHERING 
 

Pastor: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is 
sure and whose steadfast love endures forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as 
God desires.  

  

(Silence for reflection) 
 

Pastor:  Loving and forgiving God,   
Congregation: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our 
best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we 
have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.  
Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each 
day in the light of Christ. Amen.  
 

Pastor: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins 
are forgiven, and you are free - free from all that holds you back and free to live 

in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩  
comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy  
Spirit.  
Congregation: Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn                    Hark the Glad Sound              
 

  

Blessing for the first Sunday of Advent 
 

Pastor: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all  
nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the 
night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Enlighten us with your grace, 
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Rouse us from sleep, that we 
may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into our 
hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Hymn                                 Unexpected and Mysterious   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken 
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the  
coming of your new day for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy  
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  God, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen.  

 

WORD 
 

First Reading                                    Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 
would quake at your presence — as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire 
causes water to boil — to make your name known to your adversaries, so that 
the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that 
we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any 
God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who 
gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and 
we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. We have all become like 
one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one 
who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden 
your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, 
O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all 
the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not  
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Gospel                                                                                           Mark 13:24-37 

Jesus said: “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man  
coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends 
of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when 
you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have  
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts 
his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be 
on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of 
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 
or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you 
I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Hymn of the Day              Blessed be the God of Israel           
 

Sermon                                                                                 Rev. Sally Hanson 
 

Prayers of the Community  
Pastor: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to 
this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. We pray for ...Hear 
us, O God.  
Congregation: Your mercy is great. (additional intercessions follow) 
 

           
                                                         MEAL 
 

Words of Institution 
   
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                  

 

Invitation to Communion 
Pastor: Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. 

 

Distribution   
 

Post-Communion Blessing  
Congregation: Amen                
           
Post-Communion Prayer  
Congregation: Amen    

 
SENDING  

Benediction 
Pastor: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected 

Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,  ☩ now and 
forever.  
Congregation: Amen.  
 
Announcements 
 
Dismissal   
Pastor: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
  
Postlude                                          Hyfrydol                                 arr. M. Hassell 

Advent is a time for people of faith to prepare for Jesus' coming. The four Sundays  
preceding Christmas, which is when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, 
are recognized for four virtues. The four candles of Advent symbolize hope, love, 
joy and peace. Advent is a season of promises made and promises kept. Advent is 
about expectations that shape the reality of this moment. Advent 
is about God doing something new, something saving, and  
something true. It is with a glad heart, a word of praise lived, a 
gratitude shared that the world welcomes the gift of love and joy.  

1 Blessed be the God of Israel 
      who comes to set us free 
      and raises up new hope for us: 
      a Branch from David’s tree. 
      So have the prophets long declared  
      that with a mighty arm 
      God would turn back our enemies  
      and all who wish us harm. 
 

2   With promised mercy will God still 
     the covenant recall, 
     the oath once sworn to Abraham, 
     from foes to save us all; 
     that we might worship without fear 
    and offer lives of praise, 
    in holiness and righteousness 
    to serve God all our days. 

1  Hark, the glad sound!  
    The Savior comes, 
    the Savior promised long; 
    Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
    and ev'ry voice a song. 

4 Our glad hosannas,  
   Prince of peace, 
   your welcome shall proclaim, 
   and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
   with your beloved name. 

1    Unexpected and mysterious 
is the gentle word of grace. 
Everloving and sustaining 
is the peace of God's embrace. 
If we falter in our courage 
and we doubt what we have known, 
God is faithful to console us 
as a mother tends her own. 

2 In a momentary meeting 
of eternity and time, 
Mary learned that she would carry 
both the mortal and divine. 
Then she learned of God's  
compassion, of Elizabeth's great joy, 
and she ran to greet the woman 
who would recognize her boy. 

3 We are called to ponder myst'ry 
and await the coming Christ, 
to embody God's compassion 
for each fragile human life. 
God is with us in our longing 
to bring healing to the earth, 
while we watch with joy and wonder 

       for the promised Savior's birth. 
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Welcome to Holy Cross Lutheran Church! We are so glad you are here today! 

  
Please remember - 
 
Everyone is required to wear a mask and practice social distancing whenever you 
leave your vehicle. If there is an interaction with someone who is not in your vehicle 
we ask you to practice social distancing and to use a mask. Families are welcome to 
bring a folding/lawn chair to sit in front of your vehicle in your designated parking 
spot. Please wear a mask when choosing to sit outside your vehicle. The playground 
will not be available at any time. 
 
Restrooms are available for emergency use only and will be limited to one occupant 
at a time. The exception would be children who need parental assistance. Attendants 
will direct you through our one way traffic set up for entering and exiting the               
building. 
 
We will provide an optional distribution practice for Holy Communion. This will 
use an “individual packaged communion kit” and will be distributed by a lay person 
who will be appropriately masked and gloved. Individually wrapped gluten free 
wafers available upon request. 
 
We will not pass offering plates, rather, we encourage you to utilize online giving at  
donate.holycrosschurch.org, mailing your gifts or dropping them in a box as you 
leave the parking lot. 
 
Please join us for our continued online events! holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS: (in alphabetical order): Mabel Acri;  Jacob Allen;  
Nora Ancona;  Gail Ander;  Robert Ander;  Ariana;  Dessie Arnold; Mark Austin;  Bet-
ty Baer;  Terri Bajorek;  John Bakke;  Jenet Bakke;   Marilyn Benson;   Lillian Berton;  
Veronica Bertucci;  Jane Binning;  Hank Borgman;  Barbara Bose;  David Brady;  
Dan Brown;  Neal Bowen;  Kathy Bracken;  Bridget Brennan;  Marilyn Brennan;  No-
lan Bruett; Deborah Buckman;  John Bullert;  Zach Burge;  Jane Caccamo;  Barb 
Cannon;  Jean Cameron;  Irene Campbell;  Nancy Carlmark;  Mary Carlson;  David 
Casbon;  Kristin Chipman;  Brandon Christiansen;  Martin Chrobak;  Jon Clark;  Jill 
and Chris Cohen;  Joan Corbett;  Christine Coyne;  Eric Danner;  Dory Delatorre;  
Sheryl Dikelsky;  Gail Dillon;  John Doninger;  Karen Dorn;  Bob Dornbush;  Joanne 
Dornbush;  Robert Douglas;  Tom & Linda Drozdowicz;  Louise Ehrlich;  Jim Fehling;  
Marty Fiore;  Marcia Fischer; Bob Franz;  John Gannon;  Tim Garcia;  Janet Gengler;  
Noah Glusenkamp;  Gregory Goczkowski;  Edward Gonwa;  Joyce Guccione;  Carol 
Halbert;   Sarah Haselow;  Sue Hauder;  Connor Healy;  Owen & Dolores Hill;  Chris 
Hovland;  Catherine Jacobus;  Jack;  Jean Jackson;  David Janowski;  Javion;  
Cyndee Jennrich;  Ben Johnson;  John Johnson;  Blake Joseph;  Ashley Junkunc;  
Sarah Kalgren;  Angel Selzle Keiser;  Rebecca Keith;  Millie Kepler;  Nancy Kingsley;  
Kate Wheeler Kirwan;  Keith Kischer;  Pam Kohl;  Louis Korom;  Rosemary 
Kos;   Joseph Koza;  Jeff Kramer;  Steve Kreske;  Leo Kuehn;  Daryl Larson;  
Maureen Lathrop;  Cruz Ledoux;  Mary Leimer;  Darline Leland;  Dave LeMieux;  
Tom Lepper;  Larry Levy;  Stan Livermore; Eric Loge;   Ben Marchlewicz;  Griffin 
Martin;  Judie Mason;  Alex Mauter;  Margeret Mayson;  Arlene McCue;  Leah 
McDowell;  Fran McManus;  Kristen Meister;  Danny Meixelsperger;  Lori Merritt;  
Allan Meyer;  Herb Meyer;  LaVonne Meyer;  Patrick Milbourne;  Ryn Miller;  Barb 
Minczewski;  Christopher Mobile;  Donna Mongeon;  Wendel Mongeon;  Santos Mo-
ra;  Jacqueline Jordan Morgan;  June  Morgensen;  John Monteleone;  Leah Mueller;  
Lynn Mueller;  Jamie Musgrave;  Karen Najdowski;  Judith Nelson;   Lilli Nemec;  
Catherine Norlin;  Shelley Norling Ron Nydam;  David Nygard;  John Nygard;  Louise 
Nygard;  Marian Olson;  Mike O’Malley;  Raymond Palumbo;  Barb Parker;  Carl 
Patek;  Chuck Pearson;  Lisa Reed Peloza;  Dave Peloza;  Jayden Penny;  Becca 
Peterson;  Dorothy Peterson;  Olivia Peterson; Jane Phelps; Ann Porter;  Lisa Price;  
Al Ragazzi;  Janet Rardin; Diane Reeves;  Roger Reitmaier;  Carol Remissong;  
Shawn Revell;  Colt Rever;  Madison Revesz;  Kristen Rewalt;  Lukas Richau;  Annie 
Rizzo;  Jordan Rodgers;  Bruna Rodrigues;  Darren Rogers;  Alice Romie;   Brook 
Rosberg;  Roland Russell;  Jenny Saele;  Jeremy Salame;  Joyce Salame;  Elliott 
San;  Mario Sankus;  Harold Sargent;  John Sargent;  Tom Saterstrom;  Dolores Sat-
tler;  Lisa Saum;  Evelyn Schmidt;  Shannon Schweiger;  Hank Schweikert;  Frank 
Scola;   Frank Shannahan;  Tiffany Sharp;  Sandy Smith;  Jeanette Snyders;  Terri 
Solomon;  Raef Stolp;  Dick Stueckemann;  Kelly Sullivan;  Stephanie Suo;   Feli Su-
warna;  Nancy and Jerry Swanson;  Hilda Teufel;  Dee Thomas;  Ryan Thomey;  
John Thompson;  Mike Thompson;  Warren Thummel;  Two Strike Community on the 
Rosebud Reservation;  Ann Unzedoski;  Julie Urban;  Sarah Vadasz;   Al Varoni & 
John Wasilk;  Laura Verner;  Joe Westwood;  Scott White;  Thomas Wingo;   Patti 
Woods;  Eileen Munch Wolf;  Kim Yessian;  Dominick Yocius;  Sophia Zemitas;  Eric 
Zugates;   Linda Zwicke;  
 
 
NOVEMBER PRAYER CONCERNS: For all the Men & Women who have been 
wounded as well as those serving in the Armed Forces; Russ Nichols; Henry 
Keller; Richard Janis; Alfred Hahn; Nancy Carani; Abby Krohne; Marty Refka; 
Chase Thompson; Karina Richter; Kris DeGregor; Patricia Calhoun; Shirley 
Mahlum; Deborah Harvey; William Kerley; Linda Misch; Karen Fitzgerald; 
Michelle Saunders; Charli Zafarana Thenell, Scott Lauth, Janet Akulian; Rick 
Nation; Eva & Robert Norrstrom; Francine McDonald; Diana Rock; Jared, 
Heather Yapelli; Kelly Chartier; Jason Morris; Jean Kinsley; Barbara Kenney; 
Chuck Engdale and his wife, Lou Hess; Kim Johnson and family; Robert Gold-
stein; Mae Reeves; Melissa Beckey, Martina Beverly; Megan Koenemann, Linda 
Norby; Tom DeLeeuw, Daniel Conforti; Nick Bryan; Dan Stueckemann;  Bruce 
Berger; Liz Nygard; Ken Kozacek; Pam Thomey; Marge Stueckemann; Wayne 
Hiitola; for all people dealing with Covid diagnosis and recovery; Doris John-
son; Chip Blomgren; Gordon Oakes; Kim Fuller; Kay Morris; Mark Edmunds; 
Donna Coninx; Carl Koenemann; Carole Moroz; Alan and Leanna Schlesiger; 
Carl Rose, uncle of Patty Kozak; Al Humbert, former member; Carmen Quinones 
Garcilazo  
 
 

WOMEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP Join us for our Zoom discussion on Tuesday,  
December 1 at 9:30 am. The season of Advent is upon us. The word advent means 
to prepare. In this season of preparation, what are you really preparing for? To visit 
with friends and family? Sending out Christmas Cards? Baking? We are called to 
prepare more than that. In our December conversation, we will explore the advents 
of our lives and how they may inform our “preparations” moving into the Christmas 
season and new year.  
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97238891441  
 

THE GIVING TREE - HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR COOL If you have claimed a COOL gift 
via our online SignUp list, please remember that they need to be returned by           
Tuesday, December 1. COOL gifts should be wrapped with an identification tag   
assigned to each gift within the SignUp form appropriately visible and attached. Gifts 
may be dropped in the bin outside of the church office, may be delivered in person 
during staffed office hours, Monday-Friday, 12:30-4:30pm or may be delivered by 
appointment with the church office 847-367-4060 

 

THE GIVING TREE - HOLIDAY MEAL BOXES COOL Ministries is once again          
preparing to provide food assistance for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to 
thousands of people in Lake County. To support this cause, you can make a $20 
donation towards a pre-made meal box. Boxes include items such as ham/turkey, 
gravy, stuffing, canned vegetables, cranberry sauce, cornbread mix or rolls, dessert, 
shelf stable milk/juice. Donate at holycrosschurch.org/givingtree  
Deadline to donate: Sunday, December 13   
 

THE GIVING TREE - CHRISTMAS AT LSSI You can help make the holidays                 
brighter for children served by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois’ Intact North! This 
service supports families who are providing children a safe home. Your gift will help 
provide Christmas gifts and winter essentials such as gloves, hats, coats and boots.  
Donate at holycrosschurch.org/givingtree Deadline to donate: Sunday,                
December 13   
 

GROUNDED IN GRACE This women’s group will meet on Friday, December 4 
at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Join us as we look at Session 5 “Energizing our Way” of the  
Marcus Borg, Beyond Belief DVD series. In this fifth session, we will explore the 
emerging way in which we are invited to re-engage in faith in a new way. 
us02web.zoom.us/j/5119254651  
 

FAREWELL TO PASTOR SALLY Join us in wishing Pastor Sally and her family a 
fond farewell on Sunday, December 13 at our 9:30 am drive in worship service. It 
will be her final sermon with us here at Holy Cross before she begins her new  
ministry at St. Luke’s in Park Ridge.   
 

CROSSROADS HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP Our December Zoom event will 
include fun surprises for both students and parents alike! Join us for a holiday  
celebration beginning at 6:30 pm on Sunday, December 13. 
holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/6481626713  
 

THE CROSS CONNECTION NEWSLETTER The December issue of the monthly 
newsletter is now available to view online at holycrosschurch.org/newsletters 
 

CHURCH COMMUNITY BUILDER Holy Cross recently moved to a new member 
management system called Church Community Builder (CCB). This allows us to    
better connect to our members and visitors. To activate your online account, go to 
holycrosschurch.org and click “sign in” then “request account.” Fill in a short form 
and an email will be sent to you with a link to activate your login. Want to learn more 
before activating or need more help to connect? Watch this demo video at                    
bit.ly/CCBsetup 
 

CELEBRATE WONDER SUNDAY SCHOOL Kids ages 3 through 5th Grade, come 
join Carrie and Jamey Mack on Sunday mornings at 8:30 am via Zoom for music, 
Bible stories, activities and more! holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/99278276804  
(No Sunday School on November 29, December 27 & January 3) 
 

PROJECT REINDEER ROSEBUD There won’t be a Cookie Walk held in 2020 but 
you can still support this annual fundraiser for Rosebud! Proceeds will benefit The 
Tree of Life and Panther’s Closet, two organizations that directly serve the Lakota 
people. Make a donation online at holycrosschurch.org/reindeer and you will                
automatically be entered into a drawing to win a $50 MainStreet Libertyville gift             
certificate as our thank you, in turn supporting our local community as well. Donate 
by Sunday, December 13. Winner drawn on Wednesday, December 16. 

 
First Sunday of Advent  

Sunday, November 29 
Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  
 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 6  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Third Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 13  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 20  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  

 

Christmas Eve  
Thursday, December 24  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 5 & 7:30 pm  

 

In addition to some of the traditional aspects of Christmas Eve worship  
that you have come to know in years past, we are planning some special  

audio-visual content this year to make our Drive-In Christmas Eve services  
a memorable and rewarding experience. Please plan to join us! 

 

First Sunday in Christmas  
Sunday, December 27  

Worship video at HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 
Drive-In Worship at 9:30 am  


