
 

 

A Noisy World... 
 

The “noise” never goes away. There is always something      

working very hard to get our attention. The challenge becomes 

what “noise’ do we listen to? Do we pay attention to the “noise” 

that offers wholeness, purpose and vitality or the kind of “noise” 

that drains the joy and convinces us that enough is never enough 

and that we are never enough. I don’t think December is noisier 

than any other time of the year. However, there may be different 

kinds of noises associated with expectations and demands on our 

attention. Perhaps there are some practices that assist in sorting 

through the different noises.  
 

Christians are known for meaningful traditions and rituals. The      

season of Advent provides us with some of them. There is the            

lighting of a candle on the Advent wreath each Sunday, the    

emphasis on the characters in God’s narrative, e.g., Mary,          

Elizabeth, the angel messenger, the prophets, John (Jesus’ 

cousin), the Advent hymnody, and, the changing of the           

paraments to the color ‘blue’. There are the Advent themes of 

waiting, being prepared, the presence of hope, and the                    

unexpected gift of grace. What is the point? I don’t believe that 

God desires us to be more religious, rather, let’s not forget to pay attention to the noise of what God is up to 

in our world.  
 

These traditions and rituals matter if they enrich and deepen a closeness in our relationship with God.   

Advent captures for us the notion that ‘we matter’ to God. Advent is about turning our attention away from 

the ‘noise’ of the world. Advent is about curating sacred places in our lives where we are open to the ‘truth’ 

about our participation in God’s kingdom. Advent is crossing that threshold of intimacy where we are  

exposed and vulnerable. Advent is about the transformation from ‘knowing’ God to being ‘known’ by God. 

This takes time and Advent encourages us to make the time.  
 

Have you noticed how the world seems to be in a big hurry to welcome Christmas? Our world portrays the 

holiday season as a time of peace, tranquility and love. Commercials and advertisements present home  

gatherings, celebrative dinners and reconciled relationships. It is a time when we hope people forgive their 

enemies, families re-unite and all is right with our world and lives.   
 

The newborn Jesus did not escape the reality of his world any more than we escape the reality of ours.  

Because we are now more aware or attuned to the events in our world, we also can say that we are not the 

same. But the question that begs to be asked is ‘what makes us different?’ And, ‘are we different because of 

events or circumstances or are we different because of what we believe, whom we trust, and, what we pay 

attention to?’ 
 

The message of Advent is… 
 

- God knows our weaknesses, our flesh and our world.   

- God shares our humanity and accompanies us.  

- God is loving and forgiving and makes a covenantal promise to us of hope and courage through our 

   distress, to lead us out of our bondage into freedom, and, to save us from the reality that we think we 

   have to do this alone.  
 

This time of the year requires our attention and some effort on our part. May we take time each day to  

recognize and pay attention to the loving voice of God in the midst of our noisy world.               
 

Peace,  

A congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church  

in America 

December 2019 
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- Soup lunch with thematic devotions -  
 

 

See page 3 for details. 

&
The Season of  

 

 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24 at 4, 8 & 11 pm  

Worship with Holy Communion and Candle Lighting.  
Children’s message at 4 pm.  

 

Christmas Day  
Wednesday, December 25 at 10 am 

Worship with Holy Communion.  
 

First Sunday in Christmas 
Sunday, December 29 at 8 & 10 am only  

Worship with Holy Communion.  

First Sunday of Advent  
December 1 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  

 

Second Sunday of Advent  
December 8 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  

Around the Cross Concert - The Seven Joys of Christmas 
during 9:30 & 11 am worship.  

 

Blue Christmas Worship  
Sunday, December 8 at 7:30 pm  

A reflective service to ease lament and provide hope. 
 

Third Sunday of Advent  
December 15 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  

Sunday School Christmas Program and  
reception of new members at 9:30 am worship.  

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 22 at 8, 9:30 & 11 am  

Christmas  
 

 

Christmas. 
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As the days grow shorter and the nights longer, it seems like I am 

constantly on the lookout for the last glimpse of daylight. The 

seasons happen with surprising regularity, and yet each late fall 

and early winter, I am surprised by how early it is dark out. Kind 

of like how I am surprised in late May by how late the sun is 

shining. Why I am still surprised by something so predictable? 
 

I am convinced it has to do with awareness. It is in those  

surprising moments that I take pause and become acutely aware 

of my surroundings and what this change of season means to me. 

As a child, when the sun faded and the street lights came on, it 

meant that it was time to go inside. During this time of year, that 

meant there was usually less than an hour after school to play 

outside before going in. Winter and darkness became a time of 

going in. This time of going in goes beyond the cold weather and 

the quickly fading daylight. It is a time of looking inward as well.  
 

During the season of Advent, we hear from Isaiah that the people 

were walking in great darkness (Isaiah 9:2). While this could 

have referred to the celestial light, I wonder if the darkness that 

the people were walking in was an inward darkness of  

egocentrism, elitism, greed, pride, and jealousy—in other words, 
sin, or those things that separate us from God.  
 

When we go indoors, when we go inside ourselves, do we find 

light? Each winter, we see endless commercials of fireplaces, 

cozy socks and blankets and a warm mug. It has become the  

visual of “in” for the winter. What if “in” really looked like a 

messy room with gardening tools from spring planting, piles of 

summer clothes you haven’t put away, candles that have barely 

any wax left in them, half drunk cups of iced tea and leaves on 

the rug from walking in and out so fast? To go inward in is really 

about cleaning up your room i.e. your heart and soul. To keep the 

things you want to keep and pitch and let go of the things that are 

no longer needed. When we clean up, we make space.  
 

When we make space for new ideas or passions, there is space to 

think, to reflect, to grow, and to dwell. In this space, though, is 

light that inspires, comforts, and warms much like those cozy 

fireplace commercials. When we go in, we find light revealing 

itself after being hidden behind the clutter. It is a light that has 

always been there. However, we aren’t always aware of its  

presence. This advent, I encourage you to find some time and 

space to travel inward, take inventory of what “in” looks like for 

you this season, and where you see the light breaking through the 

darkness to come and dwell with us.  
 

In the light, 

Lighten Up for Advent 
by Rev. Sally Hanson  

A worship service of lament and hope, anticipation and longing,  

restoration and renewal. The service is structured around three  

distinct movements of “hearing us,” “healing us” and “sending us.” 

We provide space for personal and communal reflection. The           

worship experience provides generous amounts of silence that are 

woven throughout.  
 

There are years when we hurt at Christmas time and may not be able 

to navigate through the festivities as others seem to do with joy. It is 

at such times we need to mindful and attentive to our feelings and 

concerns. We need to know that we are not alone in moments like 

these.  
 

We hope you consider joining us or inviting others in the community 

who may accompany you as you support them. This is a time of year 

when we long for peace. Let us journey together with meditation, 

prayer, music, and acts of restoration that help us entertain a renewed 

message of hope. All welcome.  

“Advent of the Light” 

Wednesdays at noon on December 4, 11 & 18 
 

- Simple soup lunch provided -  
Come on your lunch break, leave when you need to. 

Sunday, December 8 at 7:30 pm 

Blue 

It is that time of year where the colder it gets, the more we watch 

people hurriedly putting up the lights before it’s “too cold.” 
 

Lights are everywhere—outlining the rooflines and windows of 

homes, shining softly on Advent candles and sparkling in the bright 

colors on Christmas trees. These decorations are lovely, but they 

also remind us that we need the light. Our world is often a very dark 

place, and not just after sunset. The darkness—of sin and guilt, of 

violence and fear– often threatens to overwhelm us. But God sent 

his son into the world to be its Light, to be our Light. During  

Advent, we celebrate the fact that the Light has come and we look 

forward to the day when Jesus our Light will come again and “night 

will be no more” (Revelation 22:5). Please join us as we explore 

these ideas of light… 

 

Reflected Light: How the light of our own saints reflects Jesus’ light 

 

Healing Light: How the promise of Jesus brings us healing light 

 

Eternal Light: How our witness continues to show the light of Jesus 
 

Join us for a soup lunch and devotional around the topics of light 

during the first three Wednesdays of Advent. We gather at 12 pm in 

the fellowship area and conclude by 1 pm.  

Christmas 

Advent 

“For the people walking            
in great darkness  

have seen a great light…”  
 

- Isaiah 9:2 
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During an encounter described in the Gospel of John, Jesus asks   

a man who had been suffering most of his life the provocative  

questions, “Do you want to be well?” Twenty centuries later,  

amid our challenges, disappointments, struggles, and anxiety,  

Jesus encourages each of us to consider the same questions. Do 

we want to be well? Do we want to experience abundant life and 

the life that truly is life? As we prepare to celebrate yet another         

Christmas, wellness is what Jesus wants for us and all creation. 

We worship Jesus because he again offers each of us this perfect 

gift, customized for our specific needs.  
 

What gets in the way of well-being, and what wisdom does Jesus 

prescribe for those ailments? Our disease comes in many flavors 

and starts attacking us from early on. We live in a culture that   

values being good enough, measuring up, facing competition, and 

coming out on top. Our socialization may leave us feeling as 

though our self worth is related to our net worth, that life is all 

about superficial comparisons with others in appearance,      

achievement, and affluence. To this, Jesus says, “peace be with 
you.” You are loved and valued unconditionally as a child of God, 

just as you are. Bask in this grace given for you.  
 

Perhaps our pathology has to do with a sense of hopelessness, that 

life is exceedingly harsh and brutal, simply one damn thing after 

another. Looking at the daily headlines, or sometimes even our 

own experiences, it’s easy to get sucked into this downward spiral 

of negativity. To this, Jesus says, “peace be with you.” Trust in 

God that the kingdom of heaven is breaking into the world at this 

very moment. Look for it, affirm it, multiply it, and in the end, 

know that everything will work out. Jesus suggests practicing 

gratitude and giving thanks as a way to better notice all that is 

good.  
 

How about the epidemic of isolation and loneliness that is  

prevalent in our world today? Or, what about the sickness of  

nihilism, that life seems to be pointless, without meaning and    

purpose? To this, Jesus says, “peace be with you.” Love each   

other as I have loved you. Shift your focus and preoccupation   

beyond self to others and the needs of the world, and  

relationships, significance, and fulfillment will bless your life.  
 

God desires that all of us would be well, even flourish, in this life 

here and now. God sent Jesus so that we might better know God’s 

aspiration for all of creation. I hope this Christmas you can        

unwrap this gift, and it might continue to bless your life and the 

world.  

Jesus: The Gift We All Need This Christmas 
by Steve Oelschlager 

As we come upon the end of another year, it is so inspiring to 

think of all of the acts of kindness, compassion, and generosity 

from all of you, and to realize the scope and impact of the many 

ministries made possible through Holy Cross with our              

participation, leadership, and financial resources. None of this 

would happen without you.  
 

We believe that following Jesus is not just a way of life, but for 

many, the best way to live. Thank you for choosing to live your 

lives with purpose, embracing something bigger than your self as 

a way to follow Jesus and make the world a better place. May all 

of us continue to be blessed, so we, in turn, can bless others and 

this world that God loves so much.  
 

Best wishes, peace, and blessings,  

The Stewardship Ministry at Holy Cross Lutheran Church  

Make Generosity a Habit  
with Online Giving 

 

More and more people are getting connected to online giving at  

Holy Cross. We now have over 100 households that are using this 

safe and convenient way to automate their giving and live out their 

commitment to what God is doing through our ministries.  
 

With the “I Give electronically” cards in the chair backs, it is also 

easy to participate in the collection of the offering during a  

worship service by placing one of these cards in the offer plate.  
 

To get started with online giving, visit our  

website at donate.holycrosschurch.org  
 

You can also now manage your online giving through your 

smartphone using the Give+ app. For those of you who have already 

created an online account through our website, your same username  

and password will work with the Give+ app as well.  

bit.ly/GIVEPLUSappstore bit.ly/GIVEPLUSgoogleplay 
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Year End Gift Options to Consider 

As we approach the end of the year, questions around giving before 

the year ends are being asked. We know that some of you will be 

out of town during the holidays, and some of you won’t know about 

your total giving ability until you know the size of your bonus or 

other financial results. These are common issues that members face 

each year, and Holy Cross is happy to work with you to help you 

achieve your giving goals. Below are some options and timelines 

available to you: 

 

 Give at one of these remaining worship services on December 

1, 8, 15, 22, 24, 25 & 29. 

 Mail your check to Holy Cross, postmarked by Tuesday,      

December 31.  

 Contribute online at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

 Use your bank’s bill pay system by Tuesday, December 31.  

 If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer 

to be completed by Tuesday, December 31. Contact Tom Miller 

for instructions at FinSec@holycrosschurch.org 

 Bring your gift to the church office by Friday, December 27. 

The church office will be open from 9 am to 1 pm on December 

26 and 27.  

Multiply Your Impact Through  
Holy Cross and Minimize Taxes Too 

 
If you are 70 1/2 years old or older, you have even more options to 

make a difference through Holy Cross while minimizing your taxes. 

You can give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to a qualified 

organization like Holy Cross without having to pay income taxes on 

the money. This law no longer has an expiration date, so you are free 

to make annual gifts, this year, and well into the future.  

 

Why consider this gift? 

 

 Together through Holy Cross, we make significant ministries 

happen that benefit all ages, inside the congregation, inside Lake 

County, and around the world.  

 You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer generates   

neither taxable income nor a tax deduction, so you benefit even  

if you do not itemize your deductions.  

 If you have not yet taken your required minimum distribution for 

the year, your IRA charitable rollover gift can satisfy all or part 

of that requirement.  

 

   You may contact our financial secretary, Tom Miller, to arrange     

   your giving at this busy time of the year, or if you have questions.  
  

 Email: FinSed@holycrosschurch.org 

 Phone: (224) 381-0116 

Thank you! 
to everyone who  

purchased poinsettias to  

   decorate the sanctuary this 

Christmas!  

You may take poinsettias home to enjoy following the 

11 pm Christmas Eve worship service,  

or on any subsequent Sunday.  

 

This holiday season and beyond, support the youth of Holy 

Cross by visiting smile.amazon.com before you shop. Select 

Holy Cross as your charitable organization and AmazonSmile 

will donate 0.5% of your purchase. (Holy Cross does not       

currently participate in "Charity List" purchase requests.)  
 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know—same products, 

same prices, same service. It just uses the money saved on  

advertising to help fund donations to charitable organizations. 

Bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a shortcut to quickly 

return to AmazonSmile from your computer or mobile browser 

every time you shop at Amazon.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of our youth! 

Before you shop, visit 

smile.amazon.com  

Select Holy Cross as your 

charitable organization. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 10:15 am 
 

Worship at 8, 9:30 and 11:15 am 
 

All confirmed members of Holy Cross are  
encouraged to attend.  

 
Attention all ministry members: 

Kindly submit your reports for the 2019 Annual Report to 
office@holycrosschurch.org by Friday, January 3.  
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Calling All Elves! 
We Need You to Help Decorate the 

Sanctuary for Christmas 

All helpful hands are needed, as well as worship 

participants for the Advent season.  
 

Sign up at the link below: 

Raffles — Ornaments — Gifts  

Proceeds benefit the Two Strike Community at 
the Rosebud Sioux reservation in South Dakota.  

Cookie Walk 
Saturday, December 7  

8:30 am - 10:30 am 

$10 per pound 

Bakers! Pull out your family’s favorite Christmas cookie and/
or candy recipe(s), and donate 3 dozen or more of your        

traditional, scrumptious treats to our Cookie Walk. Sign up     
in person in the gathering space  

or online now at bit.ly/cookiewalk19  
 

Please drop off your treats to the fellowship area on                      
Friday, December 6 between 11 am and 8 pm.   

Me want 

cookies! 

11th annual 

The 11th annual Holy Cross Cookie Walk is finally here! 
  

Start your holiday shopping and there will be dozens of        

homemade cookies, candies and dog treats from which to   

choose. They make fabulous gifts for pastors, teachers, family, 

pets, and even yourself. We will once again have our traditional              

gingerbread house and gift basket raffle as well! 
 

The cookie walk is a wonderful way for you and your family to 

kick off the holiday season, but more importantly, your  

generous donations immensely benefit those at the Two Strike 

Indian Reservation. Dorothy Peterson, our missionary from Two 

Strike, has requested that we continue our donations of sending 

warm blankets to help the residents withstand the long, cold 

South Dakota winters. We will once again be selling beautiful  

ornaments worth $20 to cover the cost of the blankets that are 

already warming the Two Strike community.  
 

Please contact Therese Delli Paoli at (847) 921-4223 or by email 

at dpchitown@yahoo.com with any questions.  
 

Peace and blessings,  

The Cookie Walk Committee 

Wednesday, December 18 
6 pm to 7:30 pm - Heavy lifters/Move décor from storage 
 

Thursday, December 19 
11 am to 5 pm - 2 to 3 volunteers to assemble trees, test lights, etc. 
 

Friday, December 20 
11 am to 5 pm - 2 to 3 volunteers to assemble trees, test lights, etc. 
 

Sunday, December 22 
Following 11 am worship (12:15 pm to 4 pm ) 
5 to 6 heavy lifters and many volunteers needed to decorate trees, 
gathering space, sanctuary, etc. 
Lunch will be provided.  
 

Monday, December 23 
10 am to 3 pm - The final touches. 
 
If you are willing to decorate but the times listed above don’t work 
with your calendar, please contact the church office at  
office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060.  
 
See the full decorating and worship participant schedule here:  

bit.ly/Christmashelp19 

bit.ly/Christmashelp19 
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College Breakfast with the Pastors 
 

Friday, December 20 at 9 am 
The Liberty Restaurant 

419 S. Milwaukee Ave., Libertyville 

 

RSVP by Monday, December 16 

to office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060 

 

College students home for Christmas break are invited to attend.  

Parents, please share this invitation with your students. This 

time together provides a time to connect with other students 

navigating through their college years as well as to reconnect 

with church friends and pastors.  

Kirke Mechem’s  
“The Seven Joys of Christmas”  

by Randy Casey  

Joanne Glover and her harp are an essential part of our  

Christmas Eve services at Holy Cross. Her playing provides an 

elegance to our proceedings, even while we are surrounded by 

excited children and festive decorations. Perhaps more to the 

point, Joanne and I enjoy making music together. She brings 

along some lovely pieces for harp and organ, and she follows me 

in whatever key I want to play any carol in. And, even while you 

may be swooning over her harp, we are simply having a good 

time.  

 

This December is special because the members of Holy Cross 

will have the opportunity to hear Joanne more than just on 

Christmas Eve. She will be with us when she accompanies the 

Holy Cross Choir as it sings Kirke Mechem’s “The Seven Joys 

of Christmas.” Not surprisingly, the work has seven movements 

and lasts maybe fifteen minutes. It is actually a fun piece of fluff 

that you do not want to miss.  

 

Kirke Mechem is a                         

contemporary American 

composer, born in Kansas 

in 1925, who has carved 

out a career as a composer 

while living in the San 

Francisco area. I had the 

pleasure of meeting him 

around 1973 when he came 

to Shreveport, Louisiana        

because he was a friend of 

my college choir director  

at the time. Mr. Mechem 

has actually been quite  

prolific, and in the classical 

music world of choral  

composers, he is well 

known.  

 
“Fum, Fum, Fum,” “Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine,” “Patapan,” 

and “Din don! Merrily on high” are the tunes you are most  

likely to recognize in this piece. Three of those Mr. Mechem has 

set in a fun, rhythmic manner that keeps the choir members on 

their toes. Also included, however, is a calm Japanese carol  

entitled, “New Year Song.” the opening movement of the work  

is entitled “This is the Truth” and it sets the table for our  

performance. The last movement is a quodlibet, or an episode in 

various melodies are combined. Seemingly out of nowhere, for 

example, a line from “Joy to the World” appears as if it  

belonged all along.  

 
It has long been my contention that the music of Christmas,  

either sacred or secular, is so good because humanity  

understands the concept of a baby. Kirke Mechem’s “The Seven 

Joys of Christmas” covers all bases, with a touch of the secular 

along with the sacred, and with lively and more serene moments.  

 

Please plan to be in church at either the 9:30 or 11 am  

worship services on Sunday, December 8 for a fun choral  

performance with harp. Perhaps Joanne and I will also play a few 
pieces together. We will decide that morning what we are going to 

do lest our efforts appear less than spontaneous.  

 
To view a full schedule of the 2019/20 Around The Cross Concert 

Series events, please visit: holycrosschurch.org/resources 

Above: Kirke Mechem  

by Kirke Mechem  
 

 

during 9:30 and 11 am worship
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Nathan Alexander Johnson 
Son of David & Beth Johnson 

November 17, 2019 
 

Kellen Kevin Rogers 
Son of Jason & Kari Rogers 

November 24, 2019 
 

Wilder John Feigh 
Son of Mike & Kimberley Feigh  

November 24, 2019 
 

 

At every child’s baptism, we promise to place the Holy Scriptures 

into their hands.  

 

On Sunday, October 27, Holy Cross presented Bibles to 3rd grade 

students. The students and their parents/guardians attended a Bible 

Boot Camp in November to become better acquainted with their 

Bibles.  

 

If your child was unable to attend and did not yet receive a Bible 

from Holy Cross, please contact the church office to make  

arrangements to receive one at (847)367-4060 or  

office@holycrosschurch.org 

 

Saturday, December 14 at 8:30 am 
RSVP to the church office by Monday, December 9  

 

Sunday, December 15 during 9:30 am worship  

Are you interested in becoming a member of Holy Cross? To 

learn more about membership, please contact the church office at 

office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060.  
 

Individuals and families who are interested in joining Holy Cross 

are invited to our next New Member Breakfast and Reception.  

“Share Our Gifts” 
by Rich Yocius, Council member 

A government worker, a fisherman, and a Lutheran enter a 

park… okay, so far it sounds like a set up for a really bad joke 

with coffee in the punchline. In this case, though, it is a great 

story of partnership between three organizations that have very 

different missions but are working together to improve the lives 

of veterans here in Lake County.  

 

I am talking about one of Holy Cross’ ministries—Project     

Healing Waters (PHW). PHW is a partnership between Holy 

Cross, the Lovell VA hospital in North Chicago, and Trout    

Unlimited, a non-profit group focused on fishing and                                     

conservation.  

 

Lovell brings us the veterans, many of whom are struggling with 

physical, mental, and/or emotional disabilities. Trout Unlimited  

volunteers, some of whom are also Holy Cross Members, work 

with the veterans to teach them to fly fish and tie flies. Holy 

Cross volunteers provide hospitality in the form of a tasty      

home-cooked meal, which is especially welcomed by the        

veterans who live on institutional hospital food! The vets also 

like to take any leftover desserts back to Lovell to share with 

others that are unable to attend. Holy Cross volunteers also share 

a warm and welcoming fellowship with the veterans and their 

caregivers. In addition, our facility is a great place to meet when 

the weather doesn’t allow for fishing at Big Bear Lake in Vernon 

Hills. All three groups work together to show these veterans that 

we care about them. Some of the vets participate in other Holy 

Cross activities, including Advent Breathers as we approach 

Christmas.  

 

One day, the group was meeting here at the church. One of the  

veterans was looking at the collection of books in the gathering 

space. He asked one of our volunteers if it would be possible to 

get him a Bible. Our member happily found him a Bible to call 

his own, and gave it to him with an uplifting message of         

encouragement. Later that same day, one of the Trout Unlimited 

members asked if anyone had a large Ziploc bag. It turned out 

that the veteran that had asked for the Bible wanted a bag to 

make sure he could keep it protected. He recognized the precious 

gift he received, and the importance of the messages therein. As 

the father, son, and son-in-law of proud veterans, I love that this 

ministry is another example of what makes our church  

remarkable.  
 

To view a video of this or any past Ministry Moments, please 

visit: holycrosschurch.org/ministry-moments  

 

Ministry Moments are shout-outs by council members that focus 
on ministries at Holy Cross that illustrate how our congregational 

core values are evident throughout the ministry of our                                         
congregation.  
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Sabbath and solitude. Time alone sounds refreshing! Or does it? 
We all function a little different. Some need plenty of time to rest 
and recoup through time alone. Others do this best in the  
company of others by letting our hair down and being silly. It can 
also be diving into a book that stirs your mind and emotions to 
dwell with God in a new way. And for others still, it is a time of 
quiet stillness of simply looking out the window with a warm mug 
to drink from or a walk with a friend where your hearts talk but 
not your mouths. Some need a little of all of these.  
 

So what is Sabbath and is it different than solitude? By definition, 
solitude is the lack of input outside yourself. This is thinking or 
reflection in your own head or heart time. This can be done alone 
or with a friend without external input from conversations, screen 
time, books, radio, etc. Sabbath, on the other hand, is a time of 
rest and renewal of mind, body, and soul in the arms of God.  
 

Just as God made each of us as unique as a snowflake, so too do 
we each have unique needs in finding Sabbath and solitude. As 
women, we are always on the go from one thing to another. While 
it might not always be our bodies on the move, our minds seem to 
constantly be going. As we look toward winter, we can see around 
us nature’s need for this kind of Sabbath and solitude to renew 
and recoup before the next growing season. As we are part of  
creation, so do we.  
 

Join other unique women of faith as we journey together toward 
exploring the need for Sabbath and solitude in our lives. What we 
each need in our own context will be remarkably unique, and we 
will learn from each other as we journey toward Sabbath and  
solitude as a community.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Sally at  
pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 

Womens Retreat 

        Date:  Friday, February 28, 2020 at 6 pm  
                     to Sunday, March 1, 2020 at 12 pm. 
 

Location:  Lutherdale Bible Camp,  
                    Watson Retreat Center (Elkhorn, WI) 
 

        Cost:  $200 per person     
 

Non-members and friends are welcome to join.  

The men of Holy Cross and the community are invited to join us for 
the 2020 MP3 series. Each evening consists of fellowship, food,     
live music and conversation. We encourage you to bring your        
appetite not only for dinner but also for a rich conversation around 
the theme of “Our journey from scarcity to abundant living.” 
 

Remember when you learned how to read? Think about what        
reading has since opened you up to. Reading required effort,                             
intentionality and a spirit of curiosity. Why would we not want to put 
forth the same kind of effort to discover what it means to embark on 
our journey from scarcity to abundant living? This is a journey that 
has the potential of enriching and deepening our faith and life.  
 

We live, as you know, with so many choices, so many obligations, so 
many demands and opportunities that we increasingly must exercise 
our discretion to wend our way through all these choices with      
limited time and resources. For this reason, we typically—and      
increasingly—choose to invest ourselves in those activities and    
commitments that make a difference.  
 

We come to the realization that we are on a journey of                            
undetermined length and an unknown destination. Journey is a     
powerful image. The pages of the Bible are filled with journey               
narratives about individuals and communities. If we are open to 
what a journey may expose, we may uncover insights and truths 
about the world we live in, others and ourselves.  
 

Striving for a sense of authenticity and vitality in our faith and life 
journey, we encounter the tension between fear/trust, failure/
perfection, self-interest/the common good, and scarcity/abundance. 
We long for a genuine connection between our daily lives and the 
significance of faith. Some prophetic Christian voices are suggesting 
that “relevancy” may be one of the more pressing challenges facing 
organized religion in the 21st century.   
 

Our packing lists are long and we need to decide what we will take 
with us on our journey and what we need to set aside. The                             
distractions begin to accumulate and we feel their weight.  We need 
moments in our daily lives and spiritual practices to gain perspective 
and set aside our anxiousness, worries, and fears in order to         
compose a life of faith.  
  

Please consider joining us for these MP3 events in 2020 to enjoy 
each other’s company, share a meal, be uplifted with live music and, 
reflect upon some relevant themes and what they might look like as 
we weave them into the fabric of our life.  

‘ 
Sabbath & Solitude: A Time of Renewal 

January 27 Values…keeping us real & relevant 
March 16 Intimacy…fully alive 
June 15                 Work/Vocation…a call to meaning 
July 20  Self-Care...recharged & restored 
August 24 Community…bigger than ourselves 
October 19 Hope…walking the way 
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G 
The Holy Cross Book Club, open to anyone who is interested in  

reading and discussing books, routinely meets the fourth Tuesday of 

every month at 7 pm (unless noted otherwise). Our 2020 reading list 

is ready, in time to add these books to our Christmas wish lists!  

January 28 - hosted by Jer i Powers 
1401 Ruidoso Ct, Libertyville  

Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders 

and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 
 

February 25 - hosted by Sue Salstrom 
5646 Chapel Hill Ct, Gurnee 

The Other Alcott by Elise Hooper 
 

March 24 - hosted by Marji Thummel 
3707 Canton Circle, Mundelein 

The Distant Hours by Kate Morton 
 

April 28 - hosted by Heidi Dinter 
4766 Middle Rd, Gurnee 

A Great Reckoning by Louise Penny 
 

May 19 - hosted by Susan Williamson 
1261 Hedgerow Dr, Grayslake 

My Life in France by Julia Child 
 

June 23 - hosted by Deb Sherrock 
38447 N Adam St, Lake Villa 

Rainwater by Sandra Brown 
 

July 28 - hosted by Chris Jackson Skelton 
321 Long Hill Rd, Gurnee 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens  
 

August 25 - hosted by Nancy Joiner  
1318 Vineyard Ln, Libertyville 

First: Sandra Day O’Connor by Evan Thomas 
 

September 22 - hosted by Kay Meyer 
92 Foxboro Ln, Gurnee 

Waterland by Graham Swift 
 

October 27 - hosted by Judy Luplow 
345 Fox Run, Libertyville 

Resistance Women by Jennifer Chiaverini 
 

November 17 - hosted by Melanie Houser 
Holy Cross, fellowship area 

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

2020 Book Club Selections   

Please join us for the 5th Annual Family Outreach Series    
sponsored by Holy Cross Lutheran Church, CrossWays         
Preschool, and Celebration! Childcare—Growing Artists!  
 
This year’s event will take place February 9, 2020 from 4 to 
5:30 pm. When you arrive, you will come downstairs to the 
basement for a light snack while everyone settles in. Local 
artist, Beth McKenna, will give a demonstration of collage art 
and show families multiple samples of various renditions of 
collage art. Families will then have the opportunity to make 
their own piece of collage art or work together to make one 
larger family piece!  
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to spend time together and  
connect with other people in the community. This is a free 
event and is open to anyone, so please invite your friends and 
family. Watch for the registration link coming in January.  
 
We will be collecting new art supplies such as construction  
paper, crayons, markers, glue, colored pencils, etc. to donate 
to Lutheran Social Services. Please bring something with you 
the night of the event or we will have a drop box in the gath-
ering space starting mid January.  
 
To help us with our collage art, start saving your magazines, 
catalogs, and flyers! As the holidays come, you can also add 
extra pieces of wrapping paper or holiday cards you have   
lying around. These make for great materials in collage art. 
There will be collection boxes in the gathering space, at the 
entrance to CrossWays Preschool, and at the entrance of    
Celebration! Childcare to collect these items. Thank you in 
advance.  
 
We hope to see you all at Growing Artists in February! 
 
For any questions related to this event, please email Diane 

Gaines at pdgaines@sbcglobal.net 

Growing Artists  

Sunday, February 9 
4 to 5:30 pm 

Holy Cross basement 

A free, family friendly event 

art 

draw 

collage 

pictures 

color create 

expression 
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Gathering Space &  
Fellowship Area Project 

by Sonny Randall  

At church, relationships are the primary way we deepen our faith and 

grow as Christians. The process of becoming disciples happens most 

effectively in community—in the spaces where we can talk and share 

our journey with others.  
 

At Holy Cross, we are blessed with ample space outside of the     

sanctuary to engage with each other before and after worship.  

However, often the space is used as the quickest route from worship 

to the parking lot.  
 

As a result, the church council empowered a project team of  

members to “rethink” our space to make it both practical and  

relational. We wanted a practical space that provided aesthetic,  

effective, and efficient access to information while also facilitating 

movement to other physical spaces in the church. We also wanted a 

relationship space for people to cultivate community, and a space 

that invites us to linger and sit with others.  
 

The goal of the project team was to create this space which  

included areas to spark conversation, engage interest in church  

related opportunities, increase the time people spend at church, a 

visitor information spot, and a place where people could get  

information on how to further their faith development.  
 

This goal was accomplished with an emphasis on providing easy 

access to information and incorporating a common branding style 

and color palate. The project was divided into three phases.  
 

Phase one was completed in September, and included new lounge 

furniture as well as new tables and chairs, slatted shelving for our 

stewardship lending library (Inspiration & Curiosities), and red cubes 

for our youth. We also disassembled the name badge area, and 

moved the ushers table into that space. The Welcome Center was 

improved, location signage was added, we created an action wall, 

and rebranded the coffee area as the “Holy Grounds Cafe.” 
 

Phase two will begin shortly and will include new coat racks, a     

cookie convection oven for Sunday mornings, and a single serve   

coffee maker for use throughout the week. The biggest change in this 

phase will be the installation of a new television monitor and      

speakers, which will be mounted on a wall inside of the fellowship 

area and will highlight the ways our members are engaged in the 

ministries at Holy Cross.  
 

The last phase will help us continue to be better stewards of our earth 

as we will be installing a dishwasher, as well as purchasing ceramic 

coffee mugs to use instead of disposable cups. We will also put in 

new flooring and new glass panel doors in the worship space. 
 

If you have any     

questions about any of 

these changes, please 

do not hesitate to ask 

our staff members or 

myself about what we 

are doing. We are very 

excited to help create a 

space that is reflective 

of all we do! 

 

A WELCOME Change 
by Sonny Randall  

Phase one included the reimagining of our Welcome Center that was 

created thanks to donations made in memory of member Art 

Schmieding.  
 

The Welcome Center now includes signage that attracts first time 

visitors to the Welcome Center and encourages them to… 

 Experience God’s Grace… because all are welcome! 

 Share a cup at the Holy Grounds Cafe 

 Enjoy a gift from us … It is a sweet bag! 
 

The blue visitor gift bags include a welcome note from Pastor Bob 

and a description of the items included in the bag like different types 

of candy, flower seeds, crayons, and magnets. Each item has a     

special meaning, and we encourage you to check out the bags to see 

what’s inside! 
 

These blue bags help make it easy for us to identify first time       

visitors for us to extend hospitality towards. If you see someone 

holding a bag, please take a moment to welcome them, introduce 

yourself, and thank them for visiting.  

A special thank you to Julie Shafer, 

Dannie Wurfel, Steve Oelschalger, 

Sarah Accettura, Katie Bernabei, 

Ellie Rautenbach, Tom Zombolo and 

Manny Rivera for the time and    

energy they have dedicated to this 

project!  
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Single use plastics—water bottles, grocery store bags, flatware,  

plastic bags to hold produce or surround a package of meat—all 

of these are why grocery stores are among the worst offenders of  

reducing plastic use. We need to move to a refill and reuse  

initiative, and with the buying power of large grocery store 

chains, much could be done to pressure companies to come up 

with creative ways to distribute their products in a way that is  

sustainable.  
 

Greenpeace, an environmental organization, has ranked 20 of the 

largest U.S. grocery stores on their efforts to eliminate single-use 

plastics. It is good to see that the national chain stores in  

Libertyville are doing a god job of first steps.  
 

Here is the ranking: Aldi at #1, Kroger (owner of Mariano’s) at 

#2, Albertson’s (owner of Jewel) at #3, and Trader Joe’s at #4.  
 

Other markets in our area that made the top 20 were Walmart at 

#6, Costco at #9, Whole Foods at #11, and Meijer at #1.  
 

However, this does not reflect anything too outstanding because 

the highest scorer, Aldi, only has a 34.5 score, which is low  

considering all the changes they could make. But it is  

encouraging that these stores are realizing the problem and  

working to do something about it.  
 

If you want to make your opinion on this topic known, sign a 

petition encouraging supermarkets to do more to reduce plastic 

packaging at greenpeace.org/usa/supermarketplastic 
 

Let’s do our part to not have there be more plastic in the oceans 

than fish—which is a real possibility if something isn’t done.  

Plastics in  
Grocery Stores 
by Marge Stueckemann 

- Save the Date -  
2020 Milestone Block Party 

at Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 

2020 is a big year for all of us at Holy Cross! Our congregation will 

celebrate its 40th anniversary this year. Pastor Bob will celebrate his 

40th ordination anniversary, as well as the start of his 30th year of 

ministry at Holy Cross. Pastor Sally will be celebrating her 5th          

ordination anniversary and 5th year here at Holy Cross.  

All of these very special dates happen between July and August, and 

to celebrate, we are having a block party on Sunday, September 13, 

2020.  

There will be one worship service on that day, followed by a        

celebration for all complete with food, games, music, and                        

fellowship.  

Stay tuned for more information about these milestones and the 
celebration in future communications. If you have any questions, 
please contact Jim Smalley at smalley.jim@gmail.com or at  
(224)541-4170.  

If you will be enjoying wine over the holidays, please save    

the natural corks and bring them to church. There is a special     

collection box set up by the Care of Creation kiosk. Natural 

cork is a sustainable product. The cork tree bark can be         

harvested and then will regrow, sort of like shearing a sheep. 

Plastic corks are not even recyclable, so if there is a choice for 

wine, look for the natural corks. These corks can used for craft 

projects, and in some years, we have shared them with the   

early childhood ministries. They also have value to be used 

commercially. We will continue to collect corks until January 

5, 2020. 
 

We are also glad to support the plastic cap collection project 

from CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare.  

Women’s Ecumenical Advent Service 
“All Creation Waits” 

 

Wednesday, December 4 
Hosted by First Presbyterian Church  
219 W. Maple Avenue, Libertyville 

 

Reception in Social Hall at 7 pm   
Worship in the Chapel at 7:30 pm  

 

Contemplative worship service led by clergywomen from the 

ecumenical community. Release your burdens to make room for 

Christ as we journey to Bethlehem to find the source of light,   

joy and peace. The evening begins at 7 pm with a reception             

featuring sweets and savories. The worship service will begin at 

7:30 pm.   

Save those natural corks!  

mailto:smalley.jim@gmail.com
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 Side dishes are the non-perishable food item of the 

month in December (mashed potato flakes, macaroni 

and cheese, pasta side salads, etc). Please place your 

contribution in the COOL collection cart outside the 

church office or in baskets during the children’s          

message. 

 

 Veterans Assistance Boxes Each month, COOL also 

assists 75-100 veterans who need extra month. COOL is 

looking for donations of the following toiletries to help 

with this: razors, toilet paper, paper towels, laundry 

soap, body soap/wash, toothpaste/mouthwash/ shave 

cream, denture cleaner, cleaning supplies, deodorant, 

lotion, depends (both men’s and women’s), washcloths/

shower loofa and shampoo.  

The Giving Tree contain gift tags for  families in the 

COOL Transitional Housing program in Waukegan. Families 

in the program are required to work and save  toward  

independent housing, so the gifts provided by Holy Cross 

may be the only gifts family members receive for  

Christmas. Tags will feature specific gift requests and sizes. 

Please return gifts wrapped with tags attached to the outside 

of each package.  

The donation deadline is Sunday, December 8.  

 

Holiday Meal Boxes COOL Ministr ies is also accepting 

donations for holiday meals to help the thousands of people 

seeking food assistance. Boxes are $20 each. Please make 

checks payable to Holy Cross with “COOL Meal Box” in 

memo line.  

 

Winter Boots for LSSI Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 

(LSSI) has once again asked for new winter boots in specific 

sizes to be distributed to children in their Impact program. 

Tags with sizes are available in the gathering space.  

The donation deadline is Sunday, December 8.  

 

For questions about the Giving Tree or boots for LSSI,  

contact Katie Ormson at katherineormson@yahoo.com  

Visit the Olivewood Project Table  
for Your Christmas Shopping! 

by Patty Moyer 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Be sure to stop by the Olivewood Project table in the gathering 

space to do your Christmas shopping! We have received many 

beautiful new items from Bethlehem and Jerusalem, including 

ornaments, magnets, musical nativities, crosses, as well as     

favorites such as kitchen utensils and figurines. Items will be on 

sale in between services on the following dates: 
 

Sunday, December 1 & Sunday, December 8 
 

All proceeds from the sales are sent to a cooperative of Christian 

carvers in Bethlehem to help them support their families during  

difficult times on the West Bank. Michael and Carmen Zoughbi, 

the founders of the cooperative, have visited Holy Cross several 

times to speak about life in Bethlehem and Jerusalem. If you’d 

like to help with sales at Holy Cross, please contact Patty Moyer 

at patty@concertedsystems.com or at (847) 502-3196.  

Green Oaks Holiday Chorus  
Benefit Concert for PADS of Lake County   

 

Friday, December 20 at 7:30 pm  
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, sanctuary  

 

The chorus will perform seasonal choral selections,  
popular Christmas songs and carols. This concert has 
just the right dose of Christmas cheer to get you and 
your family infused with Christmas spirit. The concert is 
free, but donations to PADS Lake County are               
appreciated. All welcome! 

December Food Donations for PADS  
 

Breakfast and lunch food donations for the PADS shelter  

in Grayslake is due this month on Sunday, December 22 at 

noon. Please br ing your  items to the church kitchen. 

The 6 grade boys are packing lunches in the kitchen            

starting at 10:30 am. 



14  

   Sunday School Coordinators:  
Ages 3-5/K: Felicia Brandt (847) 362-0924  

Grades 1-5: Patty Moyer (847) 502-3196 

Teri Chadd (570) 594-3387 

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone 

Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and 

equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live 

out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to 

provide strength for their faith journey.  

Milestone   
Ministries 

 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 from 9:30 - 11 am 
 

What is a disciple and what does that mean for today? How 
does being a disciple of Christ impact your relationships or 
how you interact with the world? We’ll explore these and 
more in this parent/child milestone class. RSVP by Monday, 
February 3 to office@holycrosschurch.org  
 

 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 from 9:30 - 10:30 am 
 

At this milestone, families with children age 2 and under will 
have an opportunity to explore the First Words of faith by  
introducing Bible stories and stories of faith in to their  
child(ren)’s life. How do we begin talking to our children about 
faith before they can even talk? Participants will receive a  
children’s Bible and an opportunity to get to know others at 
Holy Cross with children the same age. RSVP by Monday, 
February 17 to office@holycrosschurch.org  
 

 

For most of us, the formal beginning of our faith journey  
occurred at the baptismal font. Through the waters of  
baptism, we are publically claimed as a Child of God, and 
become a part of God’s family. The congregation, parent(s), 
and sponsor(s) of the individual promise to support this  
person on their faith journey as they grow in age and wisdom 
through God’s love.  
 

If you have not yet been baptized, or are interested in having 
your child baptized, we promise to support you in this way to 
grow in age and wisdom through God’s love. Please contact 
the church office at (847)367-4060 or at  
office@holycrosschurch.org for more information.  

Sunday School at Holy Cross 
We feature open enrollment - your child may enroll year-round.  

Ages 3 - 5/Kindergarten      Grades 1 - 5 

During this Advent season, we will rehearse for the Christmas  

program and learn about the advent story. We are devoting the first 

two Sundays in December to learn more about Advent. We would 

love a few more adults to help during Sunday School. All of the 

materials are ready to go! Contact Pastor Sally for more information 

or to volunteer at PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org 
 

The Children’s Christmas Program will take place on Sunday,    

December 15 during the 9:30 am worship service. Our students 

have been practicing since October and are very excited to perform 

for you. The older classes have a line or two of speaking parts to 

narrate the story. Volunteers among our students will be costumed 

to create the vignette of the nativity. We’ll have one rehearsal in the 

sanctuary to stage the vignette and to go over all of the speaking 

parts on Saturday, December 14 starting at 9 am. Only the  

costumed parts and speakers must attend the rehearsal.  
 

On Sunday, December 15, all of the elementary students should 

gather in the basement no later than 9 am for one last practice, and 

then to assemble and walk in together. If you have a preschooler or 

a kindergartner, we’ll have animal hats for them to be part of the 

manger scene You will find the hats in bins by the sanctuary doors. 

No preparation is necessary—just select a hat from our costume   

supply when you arrive that morning. Students ages 3 to 5/

kindergarten classes can sit with you in the sanctuary until they see 

our music director, Carrie Mack, signal for them to come forward.  
 

This is a “dress up” performance, so wear your Sunday best! 

The Advent Season 

Upcoming Sunday School Dates 

December 15  Sunday School Program at 9:30 am 

December 22 & 29 No Sunday School 

January 5  No Sunday School 

January 12  Sunday School Resumes 

Sunday School Volunteers 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped during the first two rotations 

of Sunday School! We are in need of volunteers for our  Advent Sunday 

School rotation, and our rotations in the spring. After the Christmas   

program, we take a break, and then resume on January 12 with our          

rotation on David and Goliath. Teachers, class helpers, prep people and 

special event helpers are needed. Training and all materials provided. 

Sign up online at bit.ly/SSschedule1920 or contact a coordinator to find 

the best fit for your schedule.  



 15 

5G High School Youth Group is a ministry at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church designed specifically for 9th – 12th grade students. As our 
young people continue on in their faith and life journey, we think 
there are five areas of their life and faith development that will 
provide value and depth to their faith experience within our       
community—and all of them happen to start with the letter G!  
 
Join us for the 5G holiday edition! We will celebrate with carols, 
gingerbread houses, a gift exchange and games galore. Please bring 
a $5 wrapped gift for a white elephant gift exchange. The more 
wacky and outrageous the better! 
 
In January, come with a New Year’s resolution to share and we will 
talk about how to support each other as we reach for new goals in 
the new year.  

 
 

Contact Pastor Sally with questions at pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 

High School Mission Trip 

6-8 Grade  
Confirmation 

Prayer Retreat 

Each year, confirmation students are asked to commit to       

attending retreat. It is an opportunity to live in intentional     

community, to get to know peers and small group leaders a 

little better, and to complete three learning sessions in a matter 

of 30 hours at camp. Not to mention, it’s fun! 
 

This year’s retreat is centered on the theme of prayer.  

Confirmation students and chaperones will have the  

opportunity to spend time in the word, exploring different 

kinds of prayer and diving into the Lord’s Prayer. The retreat 

will include games, fellowship, and lots of fun! 
 

Chaperones and drivers are needed.  
 

We will be departing at 6 pm on Friday, and returning at 9 pm 

on Saturday.  

High School Winter Retreat: 

Peer Ministry Leadership Training 

For students in grades 9 - 12 
 

Friday, January 10 at 6 pm to  

Saturday, January 11 at 9 pm 

Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI 
 

Cost: $100 per person. Registration due by December 20.  

Registration forms are in the church office and gathering space.  
 

Peer Ministry Leadership Training is an opportunity to learn more 

about the art of caring conversation as a ministry tool. As a peer 

minister you will… 
 

 Become the one who welcomes. PML helps you work on 

specific skills to welcome and include others, especially those 

often excluded.                                                   

 Discover a new kind of friendship. Deep fr iendships come 

from knowing and being known, understanding, not judging, 

and from experiencing trust. You will discover new levels of 

friendship, even with people you thought you already knew.  

 Learn how to share faith without manipulating others. PML 

will help you learn ways to share faith that are mutually          

respectful and never adversarial.  
 

Contact Pastor Sally at PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org with  

questions or for more information.  

Date: January 24 - 25, 2020 

Location:  

Lutherdale Bible Camp  

in Elkhorn, WI 

Cost: $105 per person  

(both students and chaperones) 

Registration due by December 1 

          Ages: Grades 8 - 12 
   Location: Chattanooga, TN 
          Cost: $600/person 
        Dates: July 11 - 17* (*tentative travel dates) 
 

An opportunity to put your faith into action! Join us as we serve 
alongside YouthWorks in Chattanooga, TN. We will travel two 
days on each end of the trip with exciting and creative stops 
along the way. During the week, we will serve in non-profits 
and with environmental and conservation teams in the Chatta-
nooga area. At night, we will have tim eto explore Chattanooga 
and get to know it a little better… even play a round of mini golf 
at the original course on Lookout Mountain that looks out over 
Georgia! Bring a friend and join us! Monthly meetings and 
fundraising events start in early 2020.  
 

Pick up a brochure in the church office to register or visit  
holycrosschurch.org/resources to download.  

 

Questions about the trip? Contact Pastor Sally at  
pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 
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Celebration! Childcare 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 

(847) 367-6208 

cchildcare.org 

The children of Celebration! Childcare are looking forward to    

December, as there are a lot of exciting things happening! We are 

focusing on learning about winter, Christmas, and Jesus’ birthday, 

in addition to other winter customs and traditions.  
 

You can help Celebration! by donating any old Christmas cards that 

you may be discarding, or any leftover Christmas wrap or  

ribbon you won’t use. All of these items are put to good use.  

CrossWays Preschool 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 

(847) 367-4367 

cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

This month, we will be busy getting ready for the Christmas 

holiday. We will be creating gifts for people we love, practicing 

our songs for our Christmas concert, reading stories about baby 

Jesus, and enjoying the season with our friends at school.  
 

CrossWays Preschool will close for the Christmas holiday on 

Monday, December 23 so that we can spend the holiday with 

friends and family.  
 

We wish every one of you a merry of Christmas, and a happy 

New Year! 

Holiday Excitement! 
by Kathy Pfister  

Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

Parents’ Night Out 
 

          Date: Friday, December 6 
          Time: 6 - 10 pm 
   Location: Celebration! Childcare atrium 
            Fee: $30/First child 
                     $20/Second Child 
      Theme: Holiday Festivities! 
Reservations due: Tuesday, December 3 
Program limited to 20 students.  

 
Children will enjoy crafts, activities, and pizza dinner before  
settling in for movie night. Reservations are required and payment   
is due upon reservation. Payment is non-refundable due to  
prearrangement of staff and supplies. We need to have a minimum 
of 10 children to have this event take place.  
 

Registration forms are available at the Celebration! Childcare front 
desk or online at cchildcare.org/events  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Celebration! 
Childcare at (847) 367-6208 or celebration@holycrosschurch.org  

We’re Hiring! 

We are in need of teacher subs and teacher’s assistant subs for 

over the holidays. Candidates must be at least 18 years of age 

with a high school diploma and meet DCFS qualified  

requirements. 
 

If you’re interested in working at Celebration! Childcare  

during your winter break, please pick up and submit an  

application in the childcare office, 6:30 am to 6 pm, Monday 

through Friday.  
 

Or email your resume to celebration@holycrosschurch.org 
Contact Kathy Pfister at (847) 367-6208 with any questions.  

  CrossWays Preschool & 
Celebration! Childcare  

 

substitutes needed for          
the Holidays 

Thanksgiving Feast 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, November 21, CrossWays Preschool and  

Celebration! Childcare students and their families were treated 

to a full Thanksgiving dinner. Turkey and all the trimmings 

were served by the staff! Thank you to all that attended.  
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Grounded 
in Grace 

 

 

Special Needs 

 

We always welcome more volunteers to help with hospitality. If you would like to help in this way, 

please contact office@holycrosschurch.org 

 

Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to gather together in fun, fellowship, and learning. 

Come and join! Bring a snack or a beverage to share, and don’t forget a friend! 
 

Big changes or stresses in our lives where there is clearly a before or an after are evidence that we are in the 

process of evolving in response to shifting life conditions. Our places of faith do this too. The last time there 

was a big before and after event in the life of the church was the Reformation.  
 

In an evolutionary paradigm, shifting life conditions represent provocations to adapt. When these life  

conditions represent deep enough challenge, sufficient creative tension is produced that gives birth to a whole 

new set of values, beliefs, intelligences, and technologies. A new worldview emerges in response to crisis 

requiring the church and the people who are the church to evolve. The church continues to evolve because we 

continues to evolve and adapt as a result to stress and growth.  

Join us as we look at the role of an evolving faith as in our ever evolving lives and communities. Contact 

Pastor Sally at PastorSally@holycrosschurch.org with any questions.  

 
 

We will meet each Monday starting at 6 pm. Not sure if pilates is for you? Try one class for free.  

Questions about pricing may be directed toward the organizer, Jodi Zombolo, at (224) 595-8573.  

 

This small group is for parents who have children with any special need (whether or not formalized  

by 504 or IEP). They typically meet once a month to offer ideas, guidance or prayer. Open to all      

members of the community regardless of religious affiliation. For December, our group meeting will 

occur offsite. If you are interested in joining, please contact Terry Berger at (224) 775-1479 or Lisa             

Dunbar at (847) 309-6035. Snacks are furnished by the Lexi Kazian Foundation for the members who 

attend. 

The Free Spirits are a group of retirees and others age 55 and more who enjoy participating in outings together. 

Instead of a Free Spirits event this month, we encourage you to participate in the many Advent  

activities, especially Advent Breathers at Holy Cross on December 4, 11, and 18 at noon. There is 

also a group attending the 2019 Carthage Christmas Festival. Visit carthage.edu/tickets or ask a    

Carthage alum for tickets. If you have questions about either event, please contact Felicia Brandt at 

felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com 

 
Additionally, save the date for our annual potluck lunch and planning meeting on Friday, January 17 

at 11 am in the Holy Cross fellowship area. Make sure to bring your calendars and ideas for 2020 

activities. We are also in need of individuals to assist in planning monthly events. This task involves 

submitting newsletter blurbs to the office, coming up with new ideas, and agreeing on which  

activities to repeat.  

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
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Saturday              
Men’s Group 

Bible    
Study 

Common 
Threads 

Women’s 
Discussion 

Group 

G 

Men’s  
Breakfast Group 

Join us for discussion on Peter Enns’ book How the Bible Actually Works: In Which I Explain How an Ancient, 

Ambiguous, and Diverse Book Leads Us to Wisdom Rather than Answers—and Why That’s Great News. Enns 

makes the case that the Bible is not an instruction manual or rule book. Instead, it is a powerful learning tool that 

nurtures our spiritual growth. The Bible refuses to provide us with easy answers but instead forces us to acquire 

wisdom. On December 3, we will be discussion chapter 2, and we will discuss chapter 3 on December 17.  

 

Throughout the year, this Bible study meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month. Biblical scholarship is 

not required. All you need to join the conversation is an open heart and any translation of the Bible.  
 

 

 

Look for the 2020 reading list on page 10. The Holy Cross Book Club usually meets the four th Tuesday 

evening of each month from January to November. Some months are different due to holidays. We meet in each 

other’s homes, with the host providing a tasty dessert and (generally) leading the discussion. (The church might 

also be available if you would like to host, but prefer to not do so in your home.) We read various genres,  

including fiction, biography/memoir, non-fiction, mystery, cultural, historical, and we include a classic each 

year. Consider joining the group, if just for a book or two. We are taking December off, and will resume on  

January 28 to discuss Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann. 

 

This group of our congregation knits or crochets blankets and shawls. Each blanket or shawl is then  

dedicated at a worship service and presented to the prayer recipient. These prayer blankets offer the healing 

power of prayer, crafted as an expression of God’s love. To request a prayer shawl for a loved one, please 

contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org.  

 

This is a wonderful way to begin the day. We promise to provide you with thought-provoking and         

stimulating fellowship and conversation. All men are welcome to join us.  

 

Focused on caring for God’s wonderful creation, our goal is to inspire our congregation by providing        

information on environmental issues. We share pertinent articles on the 3-sided kiosk in the gathering space 

and on Sunday mornings throughout the year. Through our email list, we share environmental news with 

each other. If you would like to subscribe to our email list, please email CreationCare@holycrosschurch.org 

with “subscribe” in the subject line.  

Please see page 12 for information about our holiday cork collection. 

 

 

Please join us for conversation and fellowship as we discuss the book Stillness is the Key by Ryan Holiday. 

Holiday draws on a wide range of history’s greatest thinkers, from Confucius to Seneca, Marcus Aurelius 

to Christian monks, to show us what stillness is and how it might be achieved. We will only meet on      

December 14 this month. Copies of the book are available in the church office. 
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Sunday, December 1 
January newsletter content due 
Poinsettia order forms due 
8:00 am Worship with Holy Communion 
9:30 & 11 am   Contemp. Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
9:45 am No Sunday School 
 

Monday, December 2 
6:00 pm Willow House meeting 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
 

Tuesday, December 3 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,  
 The Liberty Restaurant 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group,  
 fellowship area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
 

Wednesday, December 4 
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404 
12:00 pm Advent Breathers, fellowship  
 area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:30 pm Holy Cross choir rehearsal,  
 sanctuary 
 

Thursday, December 5 
7:00 pm Cookie Walk set up, fellowship  
 area 
7:00 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, December 6 
11:00 am Cookie Walk cookie drop off,  
 fellowship area 
6:00 pm BSA 194 lock in, 402 
6:30 pm Grounded in Grace, 208 
 

Saturday, December 7 
8:30 am 11th Annual Christmas Cookie  
 Walk, fellowship area 
5:30 pm First Saturday Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 8 
8, 9:30, & 11 am Worship 
9:30 & 11 am Around the Cross Concert 
 Series: Joys of Christmas 
7:30 pm Blue Christmas worship 
 

Monday, December 9 
1:00 pm Common Threads, fellowship 
 area 
6:00 pm Green Oaks choir rehearsal,  
 sanctuary 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
6:00 pm BSA 194, 402 

Tuesday, December 10 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,  
 The Liberty Restaurant 
10:00 am Adult Bible Study, fellowship 
 area 
3:0 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404 
11:30 am PHW Day Program,  
 fellowship area 
12:00 pm Advent Breathers, fellowship  
 area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:00 pm PHW Evening Session,  
 fellowship area 
7:30 pm Holy Cross Choir rehearsal,  
 sanctuary  
 

Thursday, December 12 
7:00 pm BSA 194 Committee, 207 
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402 
7:00 pm ECM Board Meeting, 208 
 

Saturday, December 14 
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Discussion,  
 fellowship area 
8:30 am New Member Breakfast 
9:00 am Sunday School Christmas    
 Program rehearsal (speaking 
 roles only), sanctuary 
   

Sunday, December 15 
8, 9:30, & 11 am Worship with 
 Holy Communion 
9:30 am Sunday School Christmas  
 Program 
9:30 am Reception of New Members 
4:00 pm Parents of Children with  
 Special Needs, offsite 
6:30 pm 5G Youth Group, fellowship 

 area 
 

Monday, December 16 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! Atrium 
6:00 pm Green Oaks Choir rehearsal, 
 sanctuary  
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402  
 

Tuesday, December 17 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,  
 The Liberty Restaurant 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group,  
 fellowship area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:00 pm Church Council, fellowship  
 area 
 

Wednesday, December 18 
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404 
12:00 pm Advent Breathers, fellowship 
 area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
6:00 pm Christmas décor staging,  
 fellowship area 
7:30 pm Holy Cross choir rehearsal, 
 sanctuary 
 

Newsletter Assembly  
  

Assist with preparing next month’s newsletter for mailing. Join us on Thursday, December 19 at 9:30 am. Fellowship included. 

Thursday, December 19 
9:30 am Newsletter assembly,  
 fellowship area 
11:00 am Assembling Christmas trees, 
 fellowship area 
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, December 20 
11:00 am Assemble Christmas trees,  
 fellowship area 
6:00 pm Green Oaks choir dress  
 rehearsal, fellowship area 
7:30 pm Green Oaks Choir concert,  
 sanctuary 
 

Sunday, December 22 
PADS Donations due by noon 
8 am Worship 
9:30 & 11 am  Contemporary Worship 
10:30 am 6th gr. boys PADS pack, kitchen 
12:00 pm Decorate sanctuary for  

 Christmas   

Monday, December 23 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402 
 

Tuesday. December 24 
Christmas Eve 
CrossWays Preschool, Celebration!  
Childcare, & church office closed 
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with  
 Holy Communion & Children’s 
 Message 
8:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
CrossWays Preschool, Celebration!  
Childcare & church office closed 
10:00 am Christmas Day Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
 

Thursday, December 26 
CrossWays Preschool closed 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
 

Friday, December 27 
CrossWays Preschool closed. 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
4:00 pm Dahlke & Frederickson Wedding,  
 fellowship area & sanctuary 
 

Sunday, December 29 
8 & 10 am only  Worship with Holy     
 Communion 
10:00 am Weber baptism 
 

Monday, December 30 
CrossWays Preschool closed. 
Church office hours: 9 am - 1 pm 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! Atrium 
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402 
 

Tuesday, December 31 
CrossWays Preschool and church 
office closed.  
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December 2019 

4, 11, 18     Advent Breathers 

7 Cookie Walk 

7 First Saturday Worship 

8 Around The Cross Choir Concert 

8 Blue Christmas Worship 

14 New Member Breakfast 

15 Reception of New Members 

15 Sunday School Christmas Program 

15 5G High School Youth Group 

19, 20, 22    Decorate the Sanctuary  

 for Christmas 

24 Christmas Eve Worship at  

 4, 8 & 11 am 

25 Christmas Day Worship at  

 10 am  

29 First Sunday in Christmas at  

 8 & 10 am only 
 

January 2020 

4 First Saturday Worship 

6,7 & 9 Christmas décor packing 

10/11 Peer Ministry Retreat 

10 Confirmation Resumes 

24/25 Confirmation Retreat 

26 PADS donations due 

26 Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

Details on page 3.  

Monday, December 24 at 4, 8 & 11 pm  
Worship with Holy Communion  

and Candle Lighting.  
Children’s message at 4 pm.  

 

Tuesday, December 25 at 10 am   
Worship with Holy Communion.  

 

Full Advent schedule on page 2. 

 

- Soup lunch with thematic devotions -  
 

 

See page 3 for details. 

Cookie Walk 
Raffles - Ornaments - Gifts  

Saturday, December 7  
8:30 am - 10:30 am  

$10 per pound 

Sunday, December 8 
7:30 pm  

Blue 

Choose from dozens of  
homemade cookies and candies.  

Enter to win raffle prizes  
including a traditional  

gingerbread house! 

Christmas 
See page 10 for details. 


