
 

 

Faith… More Than an Ideological Gesture 
 

There is a tendency in human nature to gravitate towards 

what differentiates us from each other, i.e., what  

separates us, rather, than what we share in common. 

 

There are the natural distinctions like the communities 

we live in, the schools we attend, the vehicles we drive, 

the sport teams we support (Go Hawkeyes!) and the 

kinds of foods we enjoy. It escalates when we begin to 

consider our thoughts and opinions on such matters as 

language, immigration, accessibility to health care,     

disparities in the educational system, housing, economic 

ethics, environmental responsibility, and other basic   

justice issues.  

 

The gap widens even further when matters become    

personal: end of life decisions, quality of life concerns, 

and pre-life choices. We haven't even begun to talk  

about our faith. What about the difference in approach   

to scripture i.e. literal interpretation, inerrancy &        

infallibility issues, and the authoritative role the Bible plays in our lives? Or, tolerance of different music and 

liturgical tastes, educational models, discipleship expectations, and who possesses exclusive rights to the 

working of the Holy Spirit? And, I have only begun to scratch the surface. There is so much more that could 

be added.  

 

As we reflect about our Christian faith, it seems to me that it needs to be more than an ideological gesture. 

This is the challenge. Especially when we discuss matters of diversity, unity, relevancy, vitality in our      

relationships, transformation, mission, and methodology.  

 

At the end of October, the Lutheran Church will acknowledge another year of the “reformation movement.” 

Some will speak of Martin Luther and his courageous stand. Others will direct our attention to his insights 

and teachings. Personally, I appreciate Luther not so much for his ability to articulate important distinctions 

as I do his imagination to move us beyond faith as an ideological gesture.  

 

For me, Martin Luther supports the idea of a spiritual gift imparted to the whole of God’s people through 

baptism and the work of the Holy Spirit as part of the church’s shared priesthood. During the historical  

reformation, Martin Luther imagined what this shared priesthood means for the church. Luther had a          

curiosity that lead him to search for images that give a more or less adequate picture of the world in which 

human beings live and how we relate to one another. When we are in intentional community together, e.g. 

congregational life, it isn’t as neat as we might like. There is a complexity and sophistication that operates 

below the surface to remind us about the pressures and tensions that are at work as we figure out what we 

disagree and agree about.  

 

And, yet, here we are. While I pray and reflect upon such matters, I have also come to a place of peace      

knowing that what holds us together is probably less about what we do and more about the presence of God’s 

grace in our life and our life together. So, maybe what we need is a little more curiosity when it comes to 

God’s presence in the world. And, a little more imagination to see the Spirit of the sacred and holy at work in 

those moments of beauty, peace, hope, and faith in the midst of chaos, contingency, questioning and despair.  

 

In these days, our faith has to be more than an ideological gesture.  
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Many different groups here at Holy Cross have been partaking in        

discussions around technology use and how it affects our lives. In order 

to help the conversation reach everyone, Holy Cross is hosting a showing 

of the sequel to the documentary Screenagers. Read the synopsis for 

Screenagers: The Next Chapter below: 
 

Filmmaker and physician Delaney Ruston uses a personal lens and    

professional eye to help parents flip the script on stress, anxiety, and  

depression. We follow Delaney as she suddenly finds herself at a loss on 

how to help her own teens as they struggle with their emotional         

wellbeing. Ruston sets out to uncover how we understand these              

challenges in our current screen-filled society. And how we as parents 

and schools empower teens with skills to overcome mental health      

challenges and build emotional agility, communication savvy, and stress 

resilience.  
 

We witness Delaney as she finds her way from ineffective parenting to 

much-improved strategies. We follow other personal stories of families 

from an array of backgrounds with a spectrum of emotional challenges. 

We also observe approaches in schools that provide strategies relevant 

beyond the classroom setting. Interwoven into the stories are surprising 

insights from brain researchers, psychologists, and thought-leaders that 

reveal evidence-based ways to support mental wellness among our 

youth. The impact of social media and other screen time is incorporated 

in all the topics raised in Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER. How these  

areas may be impacting our teen’s mental health, and what we can do to 

help foster youth in the face of struggles is the focal point of this  

documentary.  
 

Holy Cross will host a free screening on October 20 at 4 pm in the   

sanctuary for adults and youth 10+. This is open to Holy Cross members 

and the community. There is also a showing for Confirmation youth, 

high school youth, and their families at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. Event 

questions? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org 

Join us for a free screening of “SCREENAGERS: The Next Chapter”  
a sequel documentary about helping young people thrive in our screen      

and stress-filled world. 

Sunday, October 20 at 4 pm 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church - Sanctuary 
29700 N Saint Mary’s Road, Libertyville 
 

Free screening for adults and youth aged 10 and older. 
Please register as space is limited:  bit.ly/screenagersHC 

See  page 5 for more information. 

“Choosing a Focused Life in a Noisy World” 
Tuesday, October 22 

6 - 8:30 pm 
Holy Cross Patio & Fellowship Area 

Register: bit.ly/MP31022  
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“God doesn’t work by miracles that break natural law,  

but God’s purposes are brought about through evolution.” 

- Arthur Peacocke (paraphrase) 

 

Every fall without a doubt, I have come to be able to count on a  

conversation with a young person around the idea of science and 

religion. Whether they have started an earth science, biology, or 

chemistry class, something strikes them in seeing faith and science 

as conflicting rather than working in cooperation. Even when we 

start a conversation regarding what seems to be conflicting ideas, it 

always comes back to evolution.  

 

But what is evolution? The word itself means a change in  

characteristics over time. In terms of biology, this is seen as an  

adaption skill so living things are able to thrive in new contexts,  

cultures, or circumstances. The thing is, we’re evolving all of the 

time. When a change in our circumstances pushes up against our 

beliefs and challenges them, we have two options. We can either a) 

stand firm in our old beliefs or we can b) evolve. Evolution in  

ourselves looks like growth and adaptation as our culture changes, 

relationships change, and the social, political, and economic climate 

change around us. In this age of information, every time we take in 

new information, our worldviews are challenged and we need to 

evolve in order to keep moving forward and growing.  

 

We are always evolving. So what role does faith have in this  

evolution of self? As people of faith, we are risk takers. We take the 

risk of composing a life of faith at the intersection of following Jesus 

Christ and facing the world as we experience it today. We could  

create ourselves a fortress to keep new ideas out and say, “but this 

isn’t in the Bible” or “but the Bible says…” but that would be like 

trying to use a map from the 1850s to make it to California today. It 

simply doesn’t make sense with the information we have today. The 

Bible takes into consideration the beliefs, culture, and history of the 

people in the time in which it was written. And, as witnesses to the 

Gospel, it is our job to adapt its messages to fit into the beliefs,  

culture, and history of today creating its relevance for our own lives, 

in this time.  

 

Faith challenges us to open our minds and hearts to an evolving view 

of creation which can create a sense of vulnerability. Is this not the 

essence of faith? To live into this vulnerability and to trust that the 

creator of all is still creating and that each and everyone of us is an 

active participant in the evolution of creation? The scientific  

evidence of the world is a fantastic revelation of God’s handiwork in 

creation. Faith adds a layer of divine energy in and through all of 

creation which sparks the spirit within each of us and draws us  

together. Because we are evolving, so is our faith. This is why we at 

Holy Cross have a mission statement “Providing Strength for the 

Faith Journey.” We are all evolving at different rates, in different 

areas of life, and seeking support in one another as we evolve into 

the new creation God has called us each to be, created (and evolving) 

in God’s image.  

 

Blessings,  

The Evolution of Faith 
by Rev. Sally Hanson  

A day of unity for the global Christian church.  
 

Sunday, October 6 
8, 9:30*, and 11 am 

Worship with Holly Communion 
 

Milestone Ministries 
*We celebrate this day with First Communion recipients.  

(Grade 2)  

 

Celebrating Reformation: Wear the color red to church.  
 

Sunday, October 27 
8, 9:30, and 11 am 

Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Milestone Ministries 
Bible distribution at 9:30 am worship. (Grade 3) 

Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation at 11 am worship.  
(Grade 9)  

 

 

Sunday, November 3 
8, 9:30 and 11 am 

Worship with Holy Communion 
 

We remember our members who have preceded us in death 
this past year. You will be invited to light candles for those 

whom you remember. We will also give thanks for the            
community of saints in present time by lifting up the new     

saints who were  baptized since November 4, 2018.  

FREE FLU SHOT CLINIC 

Sunday, October 27 

7:30 am - 12:30 pm 
 

Holy Cross  

Fellowship Area 

Through a charitable partnership between Advocate Health Care 
and Walgreens, Holy Cross will host a few flu shot clinic and  
provide flu shots or vouchers for free flu vaccines to our  
congregation and the community.  
 

Ages 10 and up. Children aged six months to under 10 years may 
be given a voucher to receive a free flu shot at any Walgreens 
location. Bring your insurance/Medicaid/Medicare card. If          
uninsured, you may also receive a free voucher to use on-site or 
at any Walgreens location.  
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Just as we have an immune system to protect our bodily health, so 

each of us also has comparable psychological and spiritual immune 

systems. If sleep, exercise, and nutrition are the ways we care for 

our physical immunity, how do we similarly nourish our psyches 

and spirits? What will help us “stay on the rails” amid the  

intermittent problems, disappointments, frustrations, adversity, and 

circumstances that sometimes keep us awake at night?  
 

At their best, a life of faith and organized religion offer possible 

answers to the question of nourishment, sustenance, and longing. 

What Jesus emphasized, taught, and modeled was not arbitrary.  

Instead, Jesus was sharing his wisdom about how we might  

experience “abundant life” and “the life that truly is life.” The  

salvation that Jesus offers is relevant for the end times, but equally 

valuable, for life here and now.  
 

Here then are a few nutrients from our faith that are foundational to 

our psychological and spiritual resilience.  
 

Hope is a profound yearning and desire that feeds our  souls. 

None of us wants to be hopeless. We look for reasons to believe that 

the future will be better, not worse, than the present, and not only for 

me or for us, but all of us. As Christians, we ground our hope in our 

trust of God and what God has been doing throughout history. Our 

perspective is that in the end, things will work out, and if things are 

not currently working out, then it is not yet the end. Along with 

hope, we look to satisfy our hunger for inspiration, encouragement, 

and motivation.  
 

Connection, r elationship, belonging, unconditional love,  

acceptance, and companionship are another set of things for which 

we hunger. The Grant Study at Harvard is the longest-running  

research on happiness, going back o the 1930s. The research  

confirms what Jesus knew 2,000 years ago, that relationships are 

essential to our wellbeing, and good relationships keep us healthier 

and happier and living longer. Our Christian faith continually  

encourages us to see our interconnectedness with all of creation, to 

invest in relationship and community, and to give and receive  

unconditional love.  
 

Meaning and purpose illuminate answers to the questions about 

why we exist and what difference our lives make. Nothing makes us 

want to live more than feeling that we have something important to 

do, while nothing makes life seem as worthless as the feeling we do 

no. Jesus invites his followers as disciples and stewards into a life of 

significance and fulfillment, not through self-absorption, but by 

nudging everyone to consider a life of service and the bigger picture 

beyond self.  
 

I’m grateful that all of you are part of our community here at Holy 

Cross. My hope and prayer is that your experiences here feed,  

sustain, and inspire you on this journey of life we share.  

A Life of Faith as Nourishment 
by Steve Oelschlager 

Fall Generosity 

We want to thank all of you for being a part of the Holy Cross      

community. Everything that happens at Holy Cross is made possible 

by people like you who support our ministries through their  

contributions of leaders, participation, and finances. All the ways our 

ministries make a difference—from children to seniors, within and 

beyond—ultimately are a reflection of your generosity and how you 

see meaning and purpose transcend your self-concern. It is a          

remarkable thing in our world today. Thank you! 
 

As we enter the fall months, we ask that you would continue to  

remember how important your support is. If possible, use our online 

electronic giving system to automate your giving at the level and  

frequency of your choosing. Visit donate.holycrosschurch.org to    

create a profile. If you already have an online account through our 

website, you can now also manage your giving through your Apple or 

Android smartphone by using the Give+ app.  

Make Generosity a Habit 

More and more people are getting connected to online giving at Holy 

Cross. Holy Cross makes online giving easy with many different 

giving options available. Visit the giving page on our website at 

holycrosschurch.org/giving for more details.  
 

“I Give Electronically” cards are available in the seat backs for use 

during worship to participate in the offering.  
 

To get started with online giving, see  

donate.holycrosschurch.org or send an email to  

giving@holycrosschurch.org. 

Holiday Shopping Through  
 

 
 

It’s never too early to start your holiday shopping! This season,  

support the youth of Holy Cross by activating smile.amazon.com 

before you shop. Select Holy Cross as your charitable organization 

and AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your purchase.  

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know– same products, 

same prices, same service. It just uses the money saved on  

advertising to help fund donations to charitable organizations. 

Bookmark smile.amazon.com to create a shortcut to quickly return 

to AmazonSmile from your computer or mobile  

browser every time you shop at Amazon.  

Thank you for your support! 

bit.ly/GIVEPLUSappstore bit.ly/GIVEPLUSgoogleplay 

If you haven’t reflected on your giving recently, we encourage you to 

take a fresh look and thoughtfully consider the spiritual opportunity 

to grow in your giving. We look forward to seeing you in the months 

ahead as we support and care for each other, strive to follow Jesus, 

and make the world a better place.  
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The men of Holy Cross and the community (21+) are invited 

to an evening of fellowship, food, and conversation on      

Tuesday, October 22 from 6 - 8:30 pm as we look at the theme 

“Choosing a Focused Life in a Noisy World.” We encourage 

you to bring your appetite not only for dinner but also for a 

rich discussion.  

 

Smartphones have made a considerable impact on our lives 

since their introduction back in 2007. While these and other 

digital devices have brought incredible improvements and 

conveniences, they have also caused a dimension of challenge. 

Always being available and connected can interfere with our 

ability to focus, and can feel exhausting and unsustainable. If 

it isn’t the never-ending stream of interruptions, from texts to 

notifications, perhaps it’s the lure of the unknown that is  

always immediately available at our fingertips.  

 

How might we be better aware of the costs and benefits of our 

digital lifestyles? What are our needs for solitude and  

meaningful human relationships that are hindered by digital 

devices? How can we help our kids and grandkids to have 

healthy relationships with technology? Even though Jesus 

didn’t have a smartphone, what might Jesus say about them? 

In general, how can we make sure that our tools are serving us 

and not the other way around? 

 

Please join us starting at 6 pm on the church patio (weather 

permitting). We will serve dinner by 6:45 pm and will wrap up 

the evening by 8:30 pm. You are welcome to invite other men 

who are friends and/or colleagues.  

 

Registration is optional but it will help us plan the food for the 

evening. Contact Pastor Bob with any questions at  

pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org 

Dates: 

Time: 

Location: 

 

Cost:  

Theme:  

Tuesday, October 22 

6 - 8:30 pm 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Patio & Fellowship Area  

Free! Dinner included. 

Choosing a Focused Life in a Noisy World 

RSVP:  bit.ly/MP31022 

Quilting News 
 

On Sunday, September 29, 10 quilts were dedicated during the Sunday  

worship services before being given to families residing in COOL 

Ministries Family Housing. The Holy Cross Quilting & More group 

completed these quilts in late 2018 and 2019 primarily using fabric 

that was donated—thank you! 
 

If you would like to join the Quilting & More Group, you are always 

welcome! They meet on most Wednesday mornings from 9 am to 

noon in the resource center in the basement of the west wing to cut and 

sew quilt tops. If you don’t have, or don’t want to bring, a sewing  

machine, that’s okay. Non-sewers can assist with cutting fabric,     

pinning, and pressing. People of all skill levels can participate.  
 

Finished quilts are generally donated to COOL Family Housing, but 

Lutherdale, Project Linus, and Quilts of Valor have also been          

recipients of quilts.  
 

If you have quilt tops that you no longer want or need, or have sewn a 

quilt top that you would like to be donated to a good cause, consider 

giving it to this group. Donations of 100% cotton fabric, either scrap 

pieces or yardage, are always welcome.  
 

For more information, contact Deb Sherrock at (847)356-1176 or at 

debs695@aol.com 

All readers are invited to be a part of the Holy Cross book club, which 

is usually held on the fourth Tuesday of every month, usually in a 

member’s home. The host leads the discussion and serves a dessert 

and drinks. Some people prefer to host at church instead, and if you 

wish to do that, please contact the church office at (847) 367-4060 or 

office@holycrosschurch.org to reserve the fellowship area. When 

hosts live a distance from Holy Cross, many of us meet at church to 

carpool together.  
 

See page 14 for this month’s book selection. The discussions are very 

lively! This group reads a variety of books over the course of a year. 

Genres include fiction, non-fiction, biographies, autobiographies,   

mysteries, and classics.  
 

At our gathering in November, we will choose the books to be read in 

2020. Please join us and be a part of this great group. If you have any 

questions, please contact Felicia Brandt at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com 

G 
Join the Book Club! 
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Saturday, October 19 at 8:30 am 
RSVP to the church office by Monday, October 14  

 

Sunday, October 20 during 9:30 am worship  

Are you interested in becoming a member of Holy Cross? To 

learn more about membership, please contact the church office at 

office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060.  
 

Individuals and families who are interested in joining Holy Cross 

are invited to our next New Member Breakfast and Reception.  

 

 

Henry Paul Tahvonen 
Son of Eryk Tahvonen and Christine & Matthew Hiitola 

September 29, 2019 

               Save the Date for  
           the 2019 Cookie Walk 
 

Saturday, December 7 
8:30 to 10:30 am (or while they last!) 
 

The 11th Annual Cookie Walk fundraiser is held to benefit the 

work we do with our friends in Two Strike on the Rosebud Sioux 

Reservation in South Dakota. Sign up to donate 3 dozen (or more) 

cookies, candies, bars or treats and then bring the whole family to 

this fun event! Sign up online: bit.ly/cookiewalk19 
 

If you would like to join the Cookie Walk committee, contact 

Therese Delli Paoli at (847)362-07502 or at pchitown@yahoo.com 

 

The following young people will have completed their  
Confirmation coursework, had their faith interviews, and  
prayerfully decided to affirm the faith of their baptisms.  

 

Robert James Kosowski 
September 14, 2019 

 

Donner Kepler 
September 14, 2019 

 

Lawrence Philip Kilcran 
September 14, 2019 

Christopher Robert Bennett 
Anna Faith Bryson 
Lauren Coup 
Cole Richard Danner 
Alexander Michael Delatorre 
Margaret Kathryn Forkner 
Elin Josephine Hood 
Gabriel Householder 
Matthew Chad Huennekens 
Sophia Marie Karcher 
Brett Christian Lieding 
Madelyn Eileen Lyon 
 

Lindsey Kehler Partlow 
Adam Randall 
Andrew Mitchell Rosten 
Macy Elise Sanborn 
Michael Scarpelli 
Ryan Edward Schlitt 
Amanda Marie Sekili 
Justin Candan Sekili 
Addison Marie Tuecke 
Christopher John Villani 
Sarah Marie Wetterling 
 

I Love to Tell  
the Story …” 

“ 

by Judy Frank-Gonwa 

We all have our favorite stories. We tell them again and again and 

pass them along to others so they can enjoy the stories as well. This 

story, shared by a parent whose child attended Celebration! Childcare 

has actually been referenced in church, but is still worthy of telling 

again! 
 

It was time for Andrew, who had just turned two, to get new gym 

shoes. His dad offered to take Andrew and his older brother, age four, 

shopping for shoes so that their mother could have a break. They   

selected the store and started off on their adventure.  
 

As they walked up to the vast rack of shoes and began searching for 

the right pair, their dad became a bit overwhelmed, and he began to 

wonder how he could ever get Andrew to decide on one pair! There 

were so many shoes—and they all looked the same.  
 

Then, a very confident Andrew stuck his hand out and pointed at the 

rack to a very specific pair. Andrew blurted out, “I want the Jesus 

shoes!” His dad looked at the rack, and then at Andrew, totally      

confused by the request of his two year old son. Andrew repeated ‘I 

want Jesus shoes for chapel!” At that point, his dad looked at his older 

son and shrugged his shoulders in question. His older son explained, 

“Andrew wants the Jesus shoes. Those shoes look just like Pastor 

Bob’s gym shoes,” pointing to the pair that Andrew had selected.  
 

To better understand this story, please know that the children in both 

CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare attend chapel on a 

monthly basis. This is one of the many unique features offered by our 

schools. Chapel has been a part of our program for about twelve 

years, and the children are always excited to attend. They sit on the 

floor, near the front of the sanctuary where Pastor Bob or Pastor Sally 

stands to talk to the children. Andrew, with his eyes at shoe level, 

must have seen the swoosh on Pastor Bob’s shoes and related those 

shoes to chapel where he learns about Jesus.  
 

Andrew did get the Jesus shoes and first thing Monday morning, he 

came to tell Miss Kathy about the shopping adventure that the family 

had over the weekend. He was very proud of the new shoes that he 

will wear to chapel! 
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Born in Wichita, Kansas in 1925, but having based his career in San 

Francisco, Kirke Mechem is a prolific American composer who has 

composed in a variety of genres. His “The Seven Joys of Christmas” 

features mostly familiar carols such as “Joseph dearest, Joseph 

mine,” “Fum, Fum, Fum,” and “Patapan.” The work was originally 

written for the Chamber Singers of the San Francisco College for 

Women, but we are presenting it as arranged for mixed voices. We 

are pleased to welcome harpist Joanne Glover to accompany us and, 

of course, Joanne will also be making her annual appearance among 

us on Christmas Eve.  

 

 

Based in Cary and founded in 2011, Chicagoland Voices is an     

auditioned choir that sings a variety of literature from classical and 

Broadway to pop and vocal jazz. This choir is singing in concert at 

Holy Cross because two of its members are our own Mike and Carol 

Dikelsky. Director Jason Krigas is Mike’s friend from the            

University of Illinois. The members of Chicagoland Voices are   

active musically in a variety of venues throughout the Chicago area.  

 

 

Born in southern Brazil in 1969, Luciano Antonio is a guitarist, 

singer, composer and percussionist who performs throughout the 

Midwest and has sung at Holy Cross previously for this annual 

fundraising event for our youth. Luciano will have a fellow          

percussionist with him and the results promise to be dazzling and 

soothing all at once. Although his early training came from his 

mother and grandparents, Luciano holds a bachelor’s degree in    

music performance from the University of Missouri-Kansas City. 

His advanced education notwithstanding, Luciano’s repertoire      

focuses on the Brazilian folk music and jazz traditions.  

 

 

Anca Apetean is a very fine pianist, born and first educated in         

Romania, who completed her undergraduate study in piano             

performance at the Romanian University of Music in Bucharest, then 

pursued a master’s degree in piano performance at the University of 

Illinois. Although my degrees are in organ performance, I have been 

studying piano with Susan Arron of Skokie for almost 20 years,      

having been motivated to do so by the gift of the piano in our         

sanctuary from Miss Virginia Perry. We are bringing in another     

Steinway so Anca and I can play Rachmaninoff’s own arrangement 

for two pianos of his “Symphonic Dances,” the final piece this great 

Russian composer wrote for orchestra. Also on the program will be 

single movements by Bach, Mozart, and Piazzolla. A wine reception 

will be held afterward.  

 

 

English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) wrote his 

beautiful “Five Mystical Songs’ between 1906 and 1911. They are  

settings of poems by 17th century Welsh-born poet and priest George 

Herbert from his 1633 collection “The Temple: Sacred Poems.” Our 

guest soloist is Chicago-based baritone Rick Ziebarth who has sung 

with us several times. Rick has sung operas and as a concert soloist 

worldwide. We are accompanying our presentation of this solo-choral 

piece with a small orchestra.  

 

 

British cellist Sophie Webber is an internationally accomplished    

soloist who is pleased to be performing for us on Sunday, June 14  

and to be holding a master class on Saturday, June 13 for students of 

our own fine cellist, Barb Cannon.  

Around the Cross Concert Series 2019/20 
by Randy Casey  

It is my distinct pleasure to present the program for our Around the Cross Concert Series for the 2019/20 season. More information about the 

2019/20 concerts will be available in the Around The Cross Concert Series brochure in November’s edition of The Cross Connection     

newsletter. 
 

A year ago I had no idea that we would have such a diverse line-up for our upcoming concert series. However, two of the six events, Sophie 

Webber and the Chicagoland Voices, just sort of “came to us.” I could not be more pleased, but would simply declare that donations to the 

series are always appreciated. A friend of mine recently remarked that such an array of musical happenings at any church these days was 

unbelievable. I remarked to another friend just last night upon leaving Ravinia that nothing in my life is more exciting than live music. You 

do not have to drive to Chicago or Ravinia to hear a few fine concerts. Just mark the dates listed below on your calendar and plan to join us 

at Holy Cross.  
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Metro-Chicago Synodical Women’s  
Organization Convention 

“Where you will go, I will go…” - Ruth 1:16 
 

The story of Ruth and Naomi has long been one that highlights 

the relationship between women, and shows two women          

supporting each other. In this case, it is a mother and daughter-in-

law who continue to support each other. While Naomi gives Ruth 

a blessing for Ruth to return to her people, Ruth declares, in a 

now infamous line, that she will follow Naomi and see the God of 

Naomi as her God as well.  
 

What does this kind of support look like today? How are women 

supporting women in transformative ways? As a woman of faith, 

how are you uplifting the divine in other women of faith? Each 

year, the Metro-Chicago Synodical Women’s Organization 

(SWO) hosts an annual convention to bring women of faith      

together around various topics. This year, the theme of “Women              

Supporting Women” will be highlighted by Brenda Myers-

Powell, the co-founder and executive director of the                     

DreamCatcher Foundation. The DreamCatcher Foundation is a 

non-profit that works to prevent the sexual exploitation of at-risk 

youth and helps current prostitutes find confidence and stability 

through mentoring and services offered to improve their lives 

through education, empowerment, and prevention.  
 

This year, Holy Cross is honored to be the host site of the  

Metro-Chicago SWO’s convention! Please register by picking up 

a registration form from Pastor Sally or by emailing Sandra 

Schlauch at sas1946@comcast.net 

We would love for you as a member of Holy Cross to  

participate or volunteer with hospitality! If you are  

interested in either of those, please contact Pastor Sally at  

pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org.  

Saturday, October 12 

9 am - 3 pm 
$30 registration fee  

(includes lunch) 

Bake Sale  

& 

Boy Scout Troop #194 

Sunday, October 13 
9 am - 12:30 pm 

  

between worship services in the fellowship area   

Pumpkin Sale 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope,  
healing and renewal to people whose lives have  
been disrupted by disasters in the United States  
and around the world. When the dust settles and  
the headlines change, Lutheran Disaster Response                
stay to  provide ongoing assistance to those in need.  
 

To donate or to find disaster volunteer opportunities visit  
elca.org/disaster 

Feed My Starving Children’s permanent packing facility in  

Libertyville offers volunteers a year round, one-of-a-kind     

experience. You’ll hand-pack rice, soy, dried vegetables and a 

nutritionally complete blend of vitamins and minerals into bags 

which are then sealed, boxed, placed on pallets and shipped to 

reach the neediest children around the world. Pre-register to 

pack meals on this particular Wednesday or on other days using 

the link above.  

Volunteer at FMSC 

Wednesday, October 23 at 12 pm 
742 East Park Avenue (Hwy 176) 

Register here: bit.ly/packFMSC 

Watch for opportunities to purchase Christmas gifts for COOL 
Transitional Housing clients, Holiday Food Baskets for COOL, 

as well as new winter boots for children served by Lutheran  

Social Services of Illinois (LSSI). Gift tags will be available on 

Sundays November 3, 10 and 17, with gifts and boots due 

back to church no later than Sunday, November 24.  

Holy Cross Christmas Giving Tree  
Coming in November 

 

mailto:pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org
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 Breakfast items are the non-perishable food items of 

the month in October. We appreciate the Sunday School 

youth who bring food donations during the children’s 

message each Sunday. 
 

 Portillo’s Fundraiser, Wednesday, October 9 from        
5 - 8 pm Come suppor t COOL at the Portillo’s in 

Gurnee Mills, and 20% of the proceed will benefit 

COOL. Download the flyer at coolministries.org 

We are looking for more volunteers to help deliver food to 

COOL. All it takes is one delivery, once a month. If you 

are interested in helping deliver, please contact the church 

office at office@holycrosschurch.org or at (847)367-4060.  

Did you know that Lake County is home to the college with the 

highest ranking of sustainability in Illinois and that ranks #6 in 

the US among 2 year colleges? The College of Lake County 

(CLC) is a wonderful resource for students and community  

members.  
 

Sure, CLC has some top-notch teaching and resources, while 

saving students tens of thousands of dollars. It also has the  

highest rated new green building in the state with geothermal 

heating/cooling, solar photovoltaic panels, rainwater collection, 

green roofs, bioswales, and more! CLC is looking to make these 

resources available to students and to community members. If 

you happen to visit CLC’s Grayslake campus, look for the new 

signage of the Living Lab Trail, which explains the benefits of 

these new amenities.    
 

Another way CLC is serving as an example for the community is 

through an upcoming event. On Friday, October 6 at 7 pm, CLC 

is co-sponsoring two short videos with the Lake Count Green  

Congregations as part of the Sowing the Seeds of Climate Hope 

series. Following the films, there will be a conversation on  

practical responses to the climate change discussed in the videos.  
 

Stop by and see what great things are going on at the College of 

Lake County! 

Climate Event at CLC 
by David Husemoller 

PADS is a shelter ministry that operates in Lake County. Since 

1972, PADS has faithfully provided immediate, critical services 

to the neediest among us—individuals and families that are   

experiencing homelessness in Lake County. PADS is the first 

point of contact and the only emergency shelter for the homeless 

in Lake County.  
 

When someone experiences homelessness, regardless of the  

reason for it, they can go to PADS. Once there, they know that 

they will not only get the immediate shelter they need to stay 

safe and warm, but also get comprehensive resources to get out 

of homelessness and back into housing. 
 

Every evening beginning in October through April, there are 

fifteen PADS sites operating around the county. Most of the time 

they operate out of a church building. The PADS guests are    

provided three meals, a warm place of shelter for the evening, 

and hospitality. These PADS nights are staffed exclusively by 

volunteers.  
 

On the fourth Monday of every month, October through April, 

Holy Cross members provide breakfast and lunch food items for 

guests of the PADS shelter at Shepherd of the Lakes in 

Grayslake. If you are interested in donating food items, watch 

for the sign up board in the gathering space this month for the 

opportunity to donate food items. Food donations should be   

brought to the Holy Cross kitchen by Sunday, October 27 at 

noon.  
 

Our confirmation students pack the lunches, but we always   

welcome help with packing as well as with shopping. If you are 

interested in volunteering, please contact the church office at 

office@holycrosschurch.org or (847) 367-4060. 
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   Sunday School Coordinators:  
 

Ages 3-5/K: Felicia Brandt (847) 362-0924  

Grades 1-5: Patty Moyer (847) 502-3196 

Teri Chadd (570) 594-3387 

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone 

Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and 

equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live 

out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to 

provide strength for their faith journey.  

Milestone   
Ministries 

 

World Communion Sunday, October 6 at 9:30 am worship 
 

If your child missed the fall First Communion class, another 
class will be offered on Saturday, April 4, 2020 at 9:30 am. 
First Communion may be received on Maundy Thursday, 
April 9, 2020 at 7:30 pm, or on a subsequent Sunday in the 
Easter season.  
 

 

Sunday, October 13 from 6:30 - 8 pm 
 

Conversations about faith and the responsibilities of driving, 
with youth and their parents/guardians. Please RSVP by 
Monday, October 14 to office@holycrosschurch.org 
 

Sunday, October 20 at 9:30 am worship 
Special blessing of new drivers and their parents. 
 

*and older teens who received their license in the last two years and didn’t 

participate previously.  
 

 

Sunday, October 27, 2019 at 9:30 am worship 
 

At baptism, parent(s), sponsor(s) and the congregation  
promise to place the Holy Scriptures into the hands of each 
baptized person. Third graders* receive Bibles to help fulfill 
this promise and to bring families together around the word.  
 

 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 from 9:30 - 11 am 
 

Bible Bootcamp is a class for parents and children to gather 
around the Word, to dive deeper into how to use a Bible, to 
learn how the Bible is organized, and to share one’s faith with 
each other through favorite Bible verses. RSVP by Monday, 
November 4 to office@holycrosschurch.org  
 

 

Saturday, November 16, 2019 from 9:30 - 11 am 
 

This is a time for parents and children to explore our worship 
space, to find meaning behind what we do in worship, and a 
time to ask questions about what they see in worship. RSVP 
by Monday, November 11 to office@holycrosschurch.org 

Sunday School at Holy Cross 
We feature open enrollment - your child may enroll year-round.  

Ages 3 - 5/Kindergarten      Grades 1 - 5 

Sunday School is off and running as we begin October with the 

completion of the Deep Blue rotation on Creation and launch into a 

New Testament Study on the Fruits of the Spirit.  
 

The fruits of the spirit are described by the apostle Paul in his letter 

to the church in Galatia. Just as apples are proof of a healthy apple 

tree, fruit of the spirit is proof that we follow Jesus. These  

characteristics, Paul says, are signs of the Spirit’s presence within 

us.  
 

The first fruit of the spirit Paul lists is love. In another of Paul’s 

letters, Paul wrote to his friends in the Corinthian church to         

encourage and advise them. In the midst of and integral to this    

advice are Paul’s thoughts on Love. Paul says love should be at the 

center of the community’s thoughts and actions. Love is an essential 

element of a Christian’s life.  
 

The love Paul describes begins with God. God’s love claims us 

and—through us—reaches out to others. We, who have been loved 

by God, honor that love by sharing it with others. The Greek         

language contains several words that are usually translated as love. 

The most frequent word used, and the one Paul used, is agape. This 

is God’s love. Agape is self-giving love. Agape is the love that is 

patient and kind, which does not boast and is not envious. This is 

God’s love and the kind of love that God’s children are called to 

show to each other when we are Spirit-filled.  

Love is Patient 
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9th Grade Affirmation of Baptism 
 

Confirmation Dress Rehearsal & Pictures 
October 26 at 8:30 am  
 

Individual and class pictures will be taken as well as a rehearsal of 

the confirmation service. Please arrive promptly to get through 

things as efficiently as possible. Bring $10 for individual pictures, 

as the class picture is already included in your fee. Dress clothes 

expected—ladies in dresses or pants, gentlemen in shirt and tie. 

Please pay attention to your footwear as in the group picture,  

everyone’s feet and shoes are visible.  

 

Confirmation Worship Service  
October 27 at 10:15 am       
 

Confirmands and volunteers please arrive at the CrossWays  

Preschool area by 10:15 am sharp! 

- Interactive games  

- Contemporary music    

- Team building  

- Good food  

- Faith-based grace conversations  

5G High School Youth Group is a new ministry at Holy Cross Lutheran Church designed  
specifically for 9th – 12th grade students including students who will be entering 9th grade in    
the fall of 2019. As our young people continue on in their faith and life journey, we think there are 
five areas of their life and faith development that will provide value and depth to their faith  
experience within our community– and all of them happen to start with the letter G! The 5G’s are:  
  
God – God is the center of all that we do. We are co-creators with God and who God is calling us 
to be as disciples.  
 

Grub – Jesus’ love language was food. When he encountered outsiders, what did he do with 
them? He ate with them. When Jesus was making friends, what did he do? He fed them. How do 
we celectrate our community in worship? We share a meal. We gather together best around food. 
Our time together is no different.  
 

Games – God wants us to be part of all areas of our life and that includes our fun, silly, joyous 
side that comes out when we laugh and play together as friends in faith. It is how we best build 
relationships with one another through fun experiences.  
 

Gigs – Music is the love language of the heart. When we hear music it stirs emotions and emo-
tional connections. No wonder love songs are constantly the number one hits! This is because they 
evoke an emotional response to the lyrics and the connections to our hopes, dreams, and lives. 
Music of faith that reveals to us an emotional connection to Christ in a new way is uplifting, sus-
taining, and is an active prayer of voices together.  
 

Grace – We all need God’s grace. We are equally sinners and saints and we desire to know and 
be known by God and by our community. We hold up grace as the attitude in which we embrace 
each individual in our community as we gather together in the name of the living God.  
 

RSVP via phone: (847) 367-4060 (church office), email: office@holycrosschurch.org or 
 GroupMe text message for youth: bit.ly/5GHSYG    
 GroupMe for parents: bit.ly/5GHSYGPA  
 

For event updates, visit HolyCrossChurch.org/5g-hsyg 
 

6th - 8th Grade Confirmation Dates 

All sessions are from 6:30 - 8 pm and are in the sanctuary 

 unless otherwise indicated.  

 

October 6       Confirmation Band at 6 pm 

        Session 4 

October 13       No Confirmation 

October 20       Confirmation Band at 6 pm 

        Session 5: Parent/Student Night:  

        Faith & Technology  
 

October 27       Affirmation of Baptism service at 11 am 

November 3      Confirmation Band at 6 pm 

       Session 7 

Each semester of Confirmation, we try to provide a conversation opportunity for students and families on a topic that is at the intersection of 

faith and daily life. This is a series where we explore faith and a relevant topic that changes based on current societal concerns. Past topics 

have included: “Faith & Death,” “Faith & Art,” ”Faith & Health,” “Faith & Immigration,” and “Faith & Sports.” This years topics include 

“Faith & Technology” and “Faith & Music.” These are sessions, often with outside speakers, that provide time for joint learning, reflections 

with peers, and reflections with other people of faith. It is also an opportunity to guide and mentor your own child in faith as this night creates 

a space for parents and students to share their faith and the role of faith in their in their daily lives.  
 

We look forward to you joining us on October 20th for our “Faith & Technology” night. We will watch Screenagers: The Next Chapter  

together with families of students from 6th to 12th grade and then participate in a conversation and reflection to process. The showing will 

begin at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.  

Faith & Technology 

Come join us as we watch Screenagers 
The Next Chapter and explore the  

responsible use of social media 
platforms, and how we can protect  

ourselves and others while we engage in 
this aspect of modern life that affects 

everyone.  
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Celebration! Childcare 

celebration@holycrosschurch.org 

(847) 367-6208 

cchildcare.org 

The start of fall brings us to a busy time in all of our lives, and there 

are lots of events happening here at Celebration! Childcare. On 

Tuesday, October 1, we will have our Curriculum Night Open House 

from 6 to 7 pm. Please bring the whole family, as this is a family 

event where we will go through what your child does on a typical 

day, and it will give parents an idea about all of the things that their 

child participates in. Parents of children of all ages are invited to 

check out other classrooms too, so that they have an idea of what is 

to come for their child.  
 

Celebration! Childcare will also host our Harvest Party on Thursday, 

October 21. The children and staff are looking forward to playing 

games and trick-or-treating down the hallway by the church offices. 

We are also looking for volunteers to pass out Trick or Treat         

treasures (provided) at Holy Cross on that day. We are looking for 

ways to help make it less of a wait for our students. If you are          

interested, please contact Kathy Pfister (contact details below).  
 

We would also like to thank Thrivent Financial for their generous 

gift of resources to help us promote and nurture positive social/

emotional learning and growth. These resource kits will helps us 

implement activities in our daily lesson plans to help children  

develop self help skills to further their development and ability to 

cope in social situations in an appropriate manner.  

CrossWays Preschool 

Celebration! 
Childcare 

crossways@holycrosschurch.org 

(847) 367-4367 

cpreschool.org 

CrossWays 
Preschool 

We are in full swing now at CrossWays Preschool. We have 

children involved in enrichment classes as well as the regular 

preschool classes, and a great group of students, teachers and 

parents! This month, our theme is “harvest” and we will be  

exploring the garden. What a wonderful way to develop  

language, math, science and social studies skills as well as  

connect our students with God’s creation! Genesis 1:11-13, 

which reads, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding 

seed and fruit trees bearing fruit after their kind, with seeds in 

them, on the earth” is guiding us as we garden. We can’t wait to  

harvest all of the pumpkins we have grown in our children’s 

garden.  
 

Connecting children with nature is highly important to their 

development and well being as well as the future health of all of 

us. That’s why our preschool classes get outdoors so often—so 

they can experience and explore the wonderful natural areas 

here at Holy Cross. If you get a chance, please come and take a 

look at the new addition in the children’s garden. Brandon  

LaCrosse, one of the Troop 194 Boy Scouts, has built us a new 

outdoor reading platform. This platform gives us the ability to 

go read books out in the garden even after a big rain. Drainage 

has always been an issue for us because it is such a confined 

space. But thanks to Brandon and his Scout friends, we have 
reworked the space and built a place off the ground to read 

books and talk about the blessings of gardens. We are thankful 

to all of the Scouts that have made project additions to our    

garden over the years. It makes it a very pleasant, playful place 

for all of our children.  

October Brings…  
by Kathy Pfister  

Director of CrossWays Preschool & Celebration! Childcare 

… Fall Happenings! … Harvest Fun! 

Tuesday, October 1 

through   

Thursday, October 3 
 

6:30 am - 6 pm 
 

Celebration! Childcare 

atrium 

Scholastic Book Fair returns to Celebration! Childcare this fall.  

Holy Cross members are welcome to attend. The proceeds help us 

restock our book inventory in each classroom in both CrossWays  

Preschool and Celebration! Childcare.  

Plastic Cap Collection Update 

Thank you so much for continuing to donate to our plastic cap 
drive! We currently are about 50 pounds away from two new 
benches and a kids picnic table.  
 

Acceptable Plastic Caps  
Milk jug caps, detergent caps, drink bottle caps, toothpaste 
cube caps, deodorant caps, flip top and spout caps, spray paint 
caps, ointment tube caps, caps with numbers 2, 4 or 5.  
 

Acceptable Plastic Lids 
Cottage cheese, cool whip, cream cheese and yogurt container 
lids, mayonnaise and peanut butter jar lids, ice cream bucket 
lids (under 8”), coffee can lids, butter lids, prescription bottles 
(labels removed).  
 

NOT Acceptable  
Metal caps, plastic bags, trigger sprayers, fast food lids, soap 
pumps, caps or lids with recycle numbers 1, 3, 6 or 7.  
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Grounded 
in Grace 

 

 

Special Needs 

 

We always welcome more volunteers to help with hospitality. If you would like to help in this way, 

please contact office@holycrosschurch.org 

 

Grounded in Grace is an opportunity for women of faith to gather together in fun, fellowship, and learning. 

Come and join! Bring a snack or a beverage to share, and don’t forget a friend! 
 

Join us as we explore the role of science as a part of our faith. We will utilize the DVD curriculum 

“Painting the Stars: Religion, Science, and Evolving Faith.” Much of modern life is lived in a state of 

“disenchantment,” a phrase coined by sociologist Max Weber. He meant that over the course of the  

modern period—roughly the last 500 years—the cosmos has systematically been voided of spirit. A  

distinctive feature of the modern period is that if somebody were to walk into your home and find you on 

your knees praying, or catch you with your arms flung open in a gesture of thanksgiving to the cosmos 

you would be embarrassed. This is the first period in the history of humanity in which this is true.  
 

What do we still wonder about today when we have access to all the scientific information we want? Is 

there still a role for wonder today?  
 

Please contact Pastor Sally with any questions at pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org   

 
 

We will meet each Monday starting at 6 pm. Not sure if pilates is for you? Try one class for free.  

Questions about pricing may be directed toward the organizer, Jodi Zombolo, at (224) 595-8573.  

 

This small group is for parents who have children with any special need (whether or not formalized  

by 504 or IEP). They typically meet once a month to offer ideas, guidance or prayer. Open to all      

members of the community regardless of religious affiliation. For more information, please contact   

Terry Berger (224) 775-1479 or Lisa Dunbar (847) 309-6035. Snacks are furnished by the Lexi Kazian 

Foundation for the members who attend. 

 
The Free Spirits are a group of retirees and others age 55 and more who enjoy participating in outings together. 

Pastor Sally has agreed to once again lead us through a time of reflection and mediation at Illinois 

Beach State Park. Meet at the Holy Cross parking lot at 9:30 am. Lunch in the lodge will follow at 

11:30 am. You are welcome to come for the entire event, or just come for lunch.  

 

RSVP to Felicia Brandt at felicia.s.brandt@gmail.com or at (847)362-0924. Let us know if you prefer 

to be picked up on our way out west! 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
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Saturday              
Men’s Group 

Bible    
Study 

Common 
Threads 

Women’s 
Discussion 

Group 

G 

Men’s  
Breakfast Group 

Technological innovations continue to improve our lives. But what happens when those advances come so fast 

and evolve so quickly that we don’t always remember why or how they were supposed to simplify our lives or in 

contrast, they have made it so simple that the opposite has occurred and now their simplicity and ease of access 

take up even more of our time? In his book, Digital Minimalism: Choosing a Focused Life in a Noisy World by 

Cal Newport addresses these ideas and concerns for today’s society. Come and join the conversation as we  

explore what this means for us today. We will discuss Chapter 6 on the 1st, and the rest of the book on the 15th.  

 

Throughout the year, this Bible study meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month. Biblical scholarship is 

not required. All you need to join the conversation is an open heart and any translation of the Bible.  
 

  

 

This month we will discuss The Buried Giant by Kazuo Ishiguro. The Romans have long since departed and 

Britain is declining into ruin. Axl and Beatrice, an elderly couple, set off across this troubled land of mist and 

rain to find the son they have not seen for years and scarcely remember. They face many hazards—some strange 

and otherworldly– but they cannot foresee how the journey reveals the forgotten corners of their love for each 

other. Nor can they foresee that they will be joined on their journey by a Saxon warrior, his orphan charge, and a 

knight—each of them, like Axl and Beatrice, lost in some way to their own pasts, but drawn inexorably toward 

the comfort, and burden, of life’s memories.   

 

This group of our congregation knits or crochets blankets and shawls. Each blanket or shawl is then  

dedicated at a worship service and presented to the prayer recipient. These prayer blankets offer the healing 

power of prayer, crafted as an expression of God’s love. To request a prayer shawl for a loved one, please 

contact the church office at office@holycrosschurch.org.  

 

This is a wonderful way to begin the day. We promise to provide you with thought-provoking and         

stimulating fellowship and conversation. All men are welcome to join us.  

 

Focused on caring for God’s wonderful creation, our goal is to inspire our congregation by providing        

information on environmental issues. We share pertinent articles on the 3-sided kiosk in the gathering space 

and on Sunday mornings throughout the year. Through our email list, we share environmental news with 

each other. If you would like to subscribe to our email list, please email CreationCare@holycrosschurch.org 

with “subscribe” in the subject line.  
 

Please see page 9 for the “Sowing Seeds of Climate Hope” event on Friday, October 4 at 7 pm at the         

College of Lake County, Grayslake campus. 

 

 

Please join us conversation and fellowship as we start reading Digital Minimalism: Choosing a Focused 

Life in a Noisy World by Cal Newport.  
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Tuesday, October 1 
October newsletter content due 
6:30 am Scholastic Book Fair,  
 Celebration! Atrium 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, 
 gathering space 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
 

Wednesday, October 2 
6:30 am Scholastic Book Fair, 
 Celebration! atrium 
10:30 am Town & Country Garden Club, 
 fellowship area 
3:30 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 & 404 
 

Thursday, October 3 
6:30 am Scholastic Book Fair,  
 Celebration! atrium 
7:00 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, October 4 
6:30 pm Grounded in Grace: Friday Night 
 Women’s Group, gathering space  
 

Saturday, October 5 
6:00 am BSA Course Directors  
 Conference, entire building 
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Discussion, 
 gathering space 
5:30 pm First Saturday Worship with  
 Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, October 6 
World Communion Sunday 
8, 9:30, & 11 am Worship with Holy 
 Communion 
9:30 am Milestone Ministry: Grade 2 
 First Communion 
6:30 pm Confirmation Session 4 
 

Monday, October 7 
6:00 pm Willow House, entire building 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
 

Tuesday, October 8 
10:00 am Adult Bible Study, fellowship 
 Area 
3:30 pm Red Rose Choirs, 402 & 404 
 

Wednesday, October 9 
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404 
11:30 am PHW Day Program, Century 
 Park or fellowship area 

3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:00 pm PHW Evening Session, Century 
 Park or fellowship area 
 

Thursday, October 10 
9:30 am The Free Spirits, IL Beach State 
 Park 
7:00 pm BSA 194 Committee, 207 
7:00 pm Handbell Choir rehearsal, 402 
7:00 pm ECM Board meeting, 208 
 

Friday, October 11 
 

Saturday, October 12 
8:30 am WELCA Conference 
 

Sunday, October 13 
8, 9:30 & 11 am Worship 
6:30 pm Milestone Ministry: Blessings  
 of the Keys Conversations 
6:30 pm No Confirmation 
 

Monday, October 14 
1:00 pm Common Threads 
6:00 pm Pilates 
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402 
   

Tuesday, October 15 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group, 
 The Liberty Restaurant 
9:30 am Women’s Discussion Group, 
 fellowship area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:00 pm Church council, fellowship area 
 

Wednesday, October 16 
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404 
3:30 pm  Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:30 pm Church choir rehearsal,  
 sanctuary 
 

Thursday, October 17 
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, October 18 
 

Saturday, October 19 
7:00 am Saturday Men’s Discussion,  
 gathering space 
12:00 pm Schmidt-Humiston Wedding 
 

Sunday, October 20 
8:00 am Worship w\ Holy Communion 
9:30 & 11 am Contemporary Worship  
 with Holy Communion 
8:30 am Troop 194 Bake Sale &  
 Pumpkin Sale, front lawn &  
 gathering space 
9:30 am Milestone Ministry:  
 Blessing of the Keys 
4:00 pm Parents of Children with  
 Special Needs, 208 
4:00 pm Screenagers: The Next Chapter,  
 sanctuary 
6:30 pm 5G Youth Group, fellowship 
 area 
6:30 pm Confirmation Session 5: Faith 
 and Technology night,  

Newsletter Assembly  
  

Assist with preparing next month’s newsletter for mailing. Join us on Tuesday, October 29 at 9 am. Fellowship included. 

Monday, October 21 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402 
 

Tuesday, October 22 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,  
 The Liberty Restaurant 
10:00 am Adult Bible Study, 
 fellowship area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
6:00 pm MP3, patio and fellowship area 
7:00 pm Book Club, home of Felicia 
 Brandt 
 

Wednesday, October 23 
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404 
11:30 am PHW Day Program, Century 
 Park or fellowship area 
12:00 pm Feed My Starving Children 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:00 pm PHW Evening Session, Century 
 Park or fellowship area 
7:30 pm Holy Cross Choir rehearsal,  
 sanctuary  
 

Thursday October 24 
7:00 pm Handbell choir rehearsal, 402 
 

Friday, October 25 
 

Saturday, October 26 
8:30 am Confirmation Dress Rehearsal 
 and Pictures 
 

Sunday, October 27 
Reformation Sunday 
Holy Land Trip Departs 
7:30 am Free Flu Shot Clinic, fellowship 
 area 
8, 9:30, & 11 am Worship 
9:30 am Milestone Ministry: 3rd Grade   
 Bible Presentation  
9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Milestone Ministry: 9th Grade               
 Affirmation of Baptism 
2:30 pm Winchester House Worship 
6:30 pm No evening Confirmation session  
 

Monday, October 28 
6:00 pm Pilates, Celebration! atrium 
7:00 pm BSA Troop 194, 402 
 

Tuesday, October 29 
6:30 am Men’s Breakfast Group,  
 The Liberty Restaurant 
9:30 am Newsletter assembly, fellowship 
 area 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
 

Wednesday, October 30 
9:00 am Quilting & More Group, 404 
3:30 pm Red Rose choirs, 402 & 404 
7:30 pm Holy Cross Choir rehearsal 
 

Thursday, October 31 
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October 2019 
 

5 First Saturday Worship 

6 World Communion Sunday 

 Milestone Ministry: 1st Communion 

12 Women of the ELCA Metro Chicago 

 Conference 

20 Screenagers: The Next Chapter 

22 MP3 

27 Reformation Sunday 

  Free Flu Shot Clinic 

 Holy Land Trip 

 Milestone Ministry: Bible  

 Presentations 

 Milestone Ministry: Affirmation of 

 Baptism 
 

November 2019 
 

2 First Saturday Worship 

3 All Saints Sunday  

9 Milestone Ministry: Bible Boot Camp 

16 Milestone Ministry: Worship 

17 5G Mobile Escape Room 

27 Thanksgiving Eve Worship and Pie 

 Social 

28 Thanksgiving Day 

 

See page 5 for more information. 

“Choosing a Focused Life  
in a Noisy World” 

 

October 22 
6 - 8:30 pm 

Holy Cross Patio & Fellowship Area 

Register: bit.ly/MP31022 

Screenagers Next Chapter  
October 20 
See page 2 for more  
information.  

Milestone Ministry  

First Communion (grade 2)  
During 9:30 am worship 

8, 9:30 and 11 am 

with Holy Communion  
 

 

Milestone Ministries 
 
 

Bible Distribution (Grade 3)  
9:30 am 

 

Affirmation of Baptism (Grade 9)  
11 am 

 

See page 10 for details 

Sunday, October 20 at 4 pm 
 

Register:  bit.ly/screenagersHC 
 

See page 2 for more 

FREE FLU SHOT CLINIC 

Sunday,  

October 27 
   

7:30 am   

to  

12:30 pm 

 
See page 3 


