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Be Strong… 
 
Ella Nathan was one of the saints I had the privilege of spending time with early in my ordained  
ministry. She was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Maywood, IL. She celebrated her 106th 
birthday and lived for another eight months. Just to give you a sense of her life, she was born six years 
after the Civil War ended. She lived with her daughter, Pearl, who was in her 80’s. Ella would often say 
to people who asked her about her long life, “ The Lord has kept me around for a mighty long time; I 
guess God still has something for me to do.” She told me on numerous occasions that holding onto the 
idea that God still has something for her to do gave her the strength to live each day and see it as a 
blessing.  
 
I am convinced, like Ella Nathan, we are here because we have both a place and a purpose. I realize that 
this sentiment may seem a little idealistic to some. But then idealism has always been out of fashion, 
especially in a time where cynicism is a cheap substitute for wisdom. However, it is the energy of the 
ideal, which in seeking its redemptive opportunity has made and can make the children of God more 
than passive spectators who are marking days or just passing time.  
 
I believe that God invites us to be aware of our opportunities for redemption and hope. However, we 
have to be open to listening which requires an interior strength. It is becoming increasingly more  
difficult to listen these days to people who we disagree with, who we love, who are our friends, and to 
God.  
 
Maltbie Davenport Babcock was a pastor and a writer in the 19th century. Babcock authored the hymn 
“This is My Father’s World.” He captures the notion of an interior strength in his wonderful poem: 
 

 
 Be strong! 
 We are not here to play, to dream, to drift,  
 We have hard work to do and loads to life. 
 Shun not the struggle, face it, ‘tis God’s gift.  
 
 Be strong!  
 Say not the days are evil—who’s to blame?  
 And fold the hands and acquiesce—O shame. 
 Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God’s name.  
 
 Be strong! 
 It matters not how deep-entrenched the wrong.  
 How hard the battle goes, the day how long; 
 Faint not, fight on! Tomorrow comes the song. 
 

 
Whatever our challenges today—personal, communal, spiritual, or even planetary—we can think of 
ourselves as being at an immense crossroads. This is a moment that offers enormous possibilities for 
transformation and at the same time, looming obstacles and inherent dangers. At such a juncture, we 
need clear vision, fresh thinking, and wise hearts to help us not only navigate our lives, but to do so 
with a sense of equanimity and love. As Christians, I believe we need to live in a way that helps us to 
unite our hearts and minds—to combine devotion and practice with critical thought and loving-  
kindness. In the midst of these strange days, I believe that God invites us to be more than passive  
spectators who are just passing time. God invites us to be strong.  
 
Peace,                                    

http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons
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The Cross Connection, parish newsletter of Holy Cross  
Lutheran Church, is published monthly and is available online  

at HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters. Articles should be  
submitted by the 1st of the month to office@holycrosschurch.org 

In-Person Activity Suspension 
 

The church council at its May 21virtual meeting voted 
to extend suspension of in-person activities at Holy 
Cross until further notice.  
 

The church council will continue to monitor the                     
unfolding situation relying on credible sources to make 
thoughtful and informed decisions that provide for the 
safety and health of all involved. A work group has 
been created with the purpose of developing strategies 
that will enable us to be prepared when the time                    
presents itself for us to resume in person ministry. We 
appreciate the church council’s leadership in these                
matters and if you have questions you may reach out to 
the officers and church council members.  

Beginning on Saturdays in June we will offer an evening worship  
experience live via Zoom. These Saturday evening worship events will    
differ from our recorded worship offerings on Sundays. The format will be 
casual with a variety of participants depending on those who are able to 
attend each week. We will have music offerings, prayers, scripture and an 
interactive conversation that is prompted by one of our “Daily Visual Faith 
Practice” images. The level of participation during the conversation                      
segment will be the variable that impacts the timing. The Saturday Nights 
“Virtually” Live events will vary in length from 30 to 40 minutes.  
 
These offerings will not take the place of the recorded worship video  
messages that are available online on Sunday mornings. This will be                
another opportunity to connect in a meaningful way while we practice              
social distancing and our love for one another during this pandemic season.  

Preparing for a Return to a New Normal 
 

When in-person use of the facility is resumed, we have decided on a phased 
approach to our normal in-person activity. The phases or steps will include  
re-opening the church office to staff, Celebration! Childcare, in-person worship 
experiences, in-person faith formation activities, and in-person community 
based activities. (CrossWays Preschool will remain closed through the              
summer.) 
 
Several working groups continue to prepare for the eventual “re-start” of 
church operations. Without a vaccine, it is not possible to eliminate the risk of 
infection from COVID-19, but our working groups, through careful                          
consideration and planning will make every effort to minimize the risk to our 
staff, members, those involved in our Early Childhood Ministries, and all other 
community members who utilize our facility.  
 
In the meantime, please continue to refer to our website at  
holycrosschurch.org/covid19 for the most up-to-date information and an            
expanded statement about re-opening.  
 
I pray that you continue to be safe and well. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Sonny Randall,  
Church Council President 

Saturdays, June 6, 13, 20 & 27 
5:30 pm 
 
 

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96997219308  
Link also available on HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings 

Informal worship experiences via zoom with music, prayers, scripture,  
and conversation. All welcome to join! 

Dates:  
Time: 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org
http://holycrosschurch.org
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/newsletters
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=The%20Cross%20Connection%20Newsletter
http://holycrosschurch.org/covid19
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96997219308
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/VirtualMeetings
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“Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about  
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in                     
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name,  

I am there among them.” - Matthew 18:20 
 
Have you ever sat on the back deck with a friend and just                
started talking for what feels like fifteen minutes, but it’s                
really been hours? Has that happened recently with a video 
version? And in that time, you’ve laughed, you’ve cried, 
you’ve shared the highs and lows of life, and you realize how 
much life you have shared together in moments just like these. 
These kinds of conversations are sacred. They hold us close to 
one another and remind us how special we are to the person 
we are with, and we are to God. For where two or three are 
gathered, God is among them. So yes, those conversations are 
truly sacred as God is among them. Matthew tells us that               
anything that can be agreed upon for two people to pray for, 
we should do it together.  
 
When we gather virtually on Sunday mornings or in virtual  
gatherings, we find opportunities to gather and connect. Yes, 
it is a time to worship together but I constantly hear that               
people are most grateful for the peace sharing at the end of the 
virtual service because it is an opportunity to see folks from 
church that they miss seeing. This time of giving thanks and 
peace is just as sacred as any other part of a worship service. 
There are times when we need that sacred connection of     
person-to-person connection.  
 
If you would like to participate in this kind of video greeting, 
you are welcome to submit a video via email to Dale Tippett 
Jr. at dale@holycrosschurch.org with “Peace Video” in the 
subject line. Please be sure to record your greeting and             
wishing of God’s peace in the landscape orientation. We will 
do our best to include as many as possible in the weeks ahead 
and into the future. We can’t wait to hear from you! 
 
Blessings, 

“Where Two or Three are Gathered…” 
by Rev. Sally Hanson  Daily 

Visual Faith Practice 

We are continuing to offer a Daily Visual Faith Practice 
through the end of June. As before, a new image along with 
content to enhance a spiritual life will be offered on a daily 
basis.     
 

The Daily Visual Faith Practice is accessible on our website   
at HolyCrossChurch.org/dvfp and on our Facebook page at 
fb.com/holycrosslibertyville 

              Inspirational Yard Signs 
 
Sometimes we just don’t have the words to 
express our thoughts and prayers. You                  
probably have seen some around your               
neighborhood or the community thanking           
essential workers and expressing other                  
encouraging words. Sidewalk or driveway 
chalk art has been another form of                  
expression. Displays of art work in windows 
facing the sidewalks brightens our day.  
 
Holy Cross created three different versions 
of inspirational yard signs. If you would like 
a sign for your yard, we still have some                   
available (free of charge, one per household, 
local pick up only) please complete this form: 

bit.ly/orderyardsign 
 

Show us your sign! Tag us on Facebook 
@holycrosslibertyville  

Nancy, Sarah, CJ and John Villani were among some of the     
members featured in the worship video for Sunday, May 17.  

Above: Nathan Johnson is  
proud to display his sign! 

Below: Paul Snyder. He and his 
wife Nancy (not pictured) love to 
receive positive comments from 

the neighbors. 

mailto:dale@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Peace%20Video
http://HolyCrossChurch.org/dvfp
http://fb.com/holycrosslibertyville
http://bit.ly/orderyardsign
http://fb.com/holycrosslibertyville
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Social science research confirms that if we want to thrive in 
life, we need to invest in the quantity and quality of our  
relationships. Want to be more engaged in your work? Good 
friends and connections on the job make a profound different 
there too. How about having a greater sense of meaning and 
purpose? That also involves others and being about something 
bigger than ourselves.  
 
In the 1930s, the Harvard Grant Study started to track 270 
sophomore men enrolled at Harvard. At the outset, the study 
looked into their family history, intelligence, physical and  
mental health, and economic circumstances. It then continued 
to monitor the men and their offspring up through the present 
some 85 years later. The study is unique in that is has been able 
to watch lives unfold and collect data in real-time, as opposed 
to reflecting on lives decades after the fact. The study has  
produced interesting results on a variety of topics highlighting 
how many times the conventional wisdom of our world is not 
so wise about what makes life worth living. One of the main 
findings is that close relationships, rather than money or fame, 
keep us healthier and happier throughout life. For a deeper dive 
into this incredible research, Google “TED Harvard Grant 
Study” to find a TED talk, articles, and more.  
 
Keeping this in mind, is it any wonder that Jesus repeatedly 
suggested that loving relationships with God and each other are 
essential? Jesus modeled sharing meals as an excellent way to 
nurture bonds and connections, and he taught that limitless    
forgiveness is required to keep our relationships intact. Might 
our relations to others be one of the pathways to experience 
“the life that truly is life” that Jesus desires for us?  
 
Over the summer months starting in June, Holy Cross will 
be offering a four-session Zoom workshop to help people 
work at strengthening their relationships with their                       
significant other. Please check out “Beginning Anew” on 
page 6 for more details, and join us if you can.   

What Makes for a Good Life? 
by Steve Oelschlager 

Your Leadership Matters More  
Now Than Ever 

Participate Virtually in GLS 2020 
 
The Global Leadership Summit is your opportunity to access a 
wealth of leadership insight from a world-class faculty ready to 
equip and inspire you—no matter where you have influence. 
When you grow  in your leadership and use your influence for 
good, you can strengthen your relationships, maximize the               
impact of your church, business or organization, or even ignite 
transformation in your community! 
 
This year, Holy Cross will be hosting a virtual experience of the 
Global Leadership Summit. Registrants will be able to watch the 
live presentations online in the safety of their homes on August   
6-7. Your registration also gives you access to an in-person               
replay to happen either October 22-23 or November 6-7.  
Members of Holy Cross can register for $99 until July 21 at 
bit.ly/GLSatHCLC2020 using the promo code LEAD2020 
 
Please contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org 
if you have any questions. For more information about the  
Global Leadership Summit and to see a lineup of this year’s  
faculty, visit globalleadership.org/global-leadership-summit 

Summer Generosity 

We want to thank all of you for being a part of the Holy Cross      
community. Everything that happens at Holy Cross is made               
possible by people like you who support our ministries through 
their contributions of leaders, participation, and finances. All the 
ways our ministries make a difference—from children to seniors, 
within and beyond—ultimately are a reflection of your generosity 
and how you see meaning and purpose transcend your self-
concern. It is a remarkable thing in our world today. Thank you! 
 
As we enter the summer months, especially during  
this time, we ask that you would continue to remember 
how important your support is. If possible, use our 
online electronic giving system to automate your  
giving at the level and frequency of your choosing.  
Visit donate.holycrosschurch.org  
or scan the QR code to create a profile.  
 
If you already have an online account through our website, you 
can now also manage your giving through your Apple or Android  
smartphone by using the Give+ app.  
 
Apple: bit.ly/GIVEPLUSappstore 
Android: bit.ly/GIVEPLUSgoogleplay 
 
If you haven’t reflected on your giving recently, we encourage you 
to take a fresh look and thoughtfully consider the spiritual                       
opportunity to grow in your giving. We look forward to                           
connecting with you in the months ahead as we support and care 
for each other, strive to follow Jesus, and make the world a better 
place.  

http://bit.ly/GLSatHCLC2020
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=GLS%202020
http://globalleadership.org/global-leadership-summit
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The Work of the People 
 

Materiality as Resistance: Neighborliness and the Role of the 
Church (A seven part Film Series with Walter Brueggemann) 

According to the Gospels, there is a moment when Jesus  
approaches two sets of fishermen by the Sea of Galilee, 
and says to them, Follow me, and I will make you fish for 
people. Immediately, Matthew’s Gospel tells us, the men 
left their boats and followed Jesus.  
 
Gospel stories are challenging to grasp even at the best of 
times, but the baggage we collect throughout our lives can 
make the task even harder. Some times what we may miss 
is how familiar and close-to-home Jesus’ call to                            
discipleship actually was. Jesus did not invite them to 
abandon who they were; he invited them to become their 
most authentic, God-ordained selves. He invited them to 
live into the fullness of the Imago Dei they were born with.  
 
Consider that Jesus’ invitation to his first disciples was     
specific and particular, rooted in the language, culture, and 
vocation they knew best. What metaphor would make 
more sense to four fishermen than the metaphor of fishing 
for people? Simon and Andrew would have understood the   
nuances of that metaphor in ways we never will. James and 
John knew from years of hard won experience what depths 
of patience, resilience, intuition, and artistry professional 
fishing require. These men knew the tools of the trade, the 
limitations of their bodies and the potential dangers those 
limitations posed, and the life-and-death importance of 
timing, humility, and discretion.  
 
When Jesus called these tried-and-true fishermen to follow 
him, they understood the call not as a directive to leave 
their experience and intelligence behind, but to bring the 
best of their core selves forward—to become even more 
fully and freely themselves.  
 
Men (21+) we invite you to join in the conversation to   
explore the connection between who we authentically are 
and how that defines the meaning of our work/vocations. 
 
This will be a virtual experience. BYOB for social time 
from 6:30 - 7 pm, with special music and meaningful      
discussion to follow. The evening will include both large 
and small group conversations (using breakout rooms in 
Zoom) so that we might benefit from each other’s wisdom.  
Questions? Please contact Steve Oelschlager at   
steve@holycrosschurch.org 

Monday, June 15 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Work/Vocation… A Call to Meaning 

Date: 
Time: 

Theme:    Tuesdays, June 30, July 7, 14, 21, 28 and     
  August 4 & 11 at 7 pm  

 

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92788348704  

Walter Bruggemann (born March 11, 1933) is an American 
Protestant Old Testament scholar and theologian who is widely    
considered one of the most influential Old Testament scholars of   
the last several decades. He is an important figure in modern  
Christianity whose work often focuses on the Hebrew prophetic 
tradition and sociopolitical imagination of the Church.  
 
Materiality as Resistance is a textured teaching about who we are 
called to be in the world through the lens of loving God, loving     
ourselves, and loving our neighbor. Throughout his new book and 
this film series, Walter opens a discussion with us about how  
Christianity (its beliefs and efforts) have evolved and shifted from 
a center of “we” or “us” cooperative body of people to a privatized, 
personal Jesus for “me” or “you.” 
 
We focus on our personal salvation, our personal work, our  
spirituality, which is not wrong, but only part of the maturation of 
faith. Throughout the series, Walter discusses faith and our  
responsibility to one another, and how churches can model  
collaborative social structure, and goes so far as to invite 
individual believers and church leadership to start considering  
making decisions with the neighbor and neighborhood in mind.  
 
We are encouraged to explore a personal look about what our    
center of gravity is in regards to our faith, because in our American 
culture we are taught to become the center to which everything 
revolve around. Simply using your imagination with billions of 
centers of focus walking through life, you can see how the idea of 
symbiotic living where everyone’s needs are met simply can’t    
exist. We are called to keep growing in faith and trust, which 
means that we move through and beyond our personal salvation 
story to holding the needs of the community in mind as carriers of 
the love of Christ. And this is where Walter invites us into                     
reimagining together with a focus on the materiality of the gospel 
in regards to the neighbor, and how we can create new ways of 
living that brings everyone’s needs into focus so that we, together, 
become the center.  
 
Brueggemann suggests that “the role of the church is to change the 
conversation away from greed, fear, and violence to one about    
generosity, trust, and peacemaking.” He believes that as people of 
faith our Biblical texts inform and support this conversation.  
 
Please join us for the video series and lively conversation!  

holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96654115259   

mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=MP3
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92788348704
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96654115259
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     Virtual Meetings for Relational and Small Group Ministries 
 

At this time, all in-person meetings for small group and relational ministries have been canceled or moved online.  
We encourage you to continue to be in contact with the members of your different groups or to explore new groups.  
It is important to still have community in these times. If you are in need of contact information for someone in  
your group, please feel free to reach out to the church office staff at office@holycrosschurch.org or  
at (847) 367-4060.  
 

Some groups are offering virtual meetings via Zoom, by phone or in Facebook groups. New participants are always  
welcome! Please see below or check the Virtual Meetings page on our website for updates, meeting dates and times and  
the links to connect to the meetings at holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings  
  

Not familiar with Zoom? Zoom is a free app for your desktop/laptop, smartphone, or tablet to connect multiple people. Zoom uses the 
camera, microphone and speakers on your device. If you can't connect to a meeting via a device, you can also call in to join the group 
meeting by phone. To join a Zoom meeting by phone, dial: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) and enter the meeting ID (digits at the end of 

the link url). Questions about Zoom? Contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org         

           

         via Zoom. Please register using this link: bit.ly/couplesworkshops 
 

Amid sheltering-in-place and hunkering down at home, might it be possible to increase not just the quantity of 
time with your significant other, but also the quality? How might your relationship be strengthened by a  
renewed awareness of time-tested methods for enhancing intimate relationships? Can we learn or re-learn 
skills to refresh our appreciation of, communication with, and commitment to our most valued relationship? 
 
Please join us as Phil Kirschbaum, LCSW, a retired counselor and marriage and family therapist, facilitates 
four Zoom sessions for Holy Cross. Phil co-founded the Gurnee Counseling Center and has years of  
interaction with the people of Holy Cross. Each 90 minute session will include time for presenting ideas, group 
discussion, conversation with your partner, and a few minutes of music from Dale Tippett. If you are not able 
to participate as a couple because of logistics, please attend anyway—the couple will reap the benefits of what 
you learn. You can contact Steve Oelschlager at steve@holycrosschurch.org if you have any questions.  

           
           

          holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93762733367  
 

The biblical scholar Peter Enns asks, “What if the Bible is fine just the way it is? Not a well behaved Bible, 
where everything lines up and makes sense, but the messy, troubling, and weird Bible we actually have? What 
if the Bible doesn’t need to be protected and defended, but understood–just as it is? What if the real problem 
isn’t the Bible but the false expectations we sometimes bring to it? Perhaps, when we let the Bible be the Bible 
rather than what we expect it ought to be–or need it to be–we will find a deeper faith in the process.” Peter 
Enns’ book, The Bible Tells Me So” provides the structure for a seven part video series. Please join Pastor Bob 
for the opportunity of viewing the last three of these sessions followed with a time for discussion. The hope is 
that these videos will stir our imagination, deepen our trust in God, and that the Bible comes alive in new ways 
for us. Please contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org with any questions. 

Meets online  

           

  holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96654115259  
 

See more detailed information about this month’s event on page 5. Save these future dates:  
Monday, July 20  Self-care … Recharged & Restored 
Monday, August 24 Community … Bigger than Ourselves 
Monday, October 19 Hope … Walking the Way 

           

  holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92788348704 

Materiality as Resistance is a textured teaching about who we are called to be in the world through the lens of 
loving God, loving ourselves, and loving our neighbor. See more detailed information about this event on page 
5. Please contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org with any questions. 

mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Virtual%20Meetings
http://holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Zoom%20Help
http://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/95455711459
http://bit.ly/couplesworkshops
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Beginning%20Anew
http://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/93762733367
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=The%20Bible%20Tells%20Me%20So...
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96654115259
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/92788348704
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=The%20Bible%20Tells%20Me%20So...
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Grounded 
in Grace 

           

          holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98132171302   
 

Perhaps there is no better time than now for us to study gratitude and grace. This six week Bible study traces 
these themes through the book of Hebrews, helping us to see the connection between God’s grace in our lives 
and the gratitude we can express for our salvation when we answer the call to invest ourselves in God’s        
mission in the world. In these last two sessions we will learn and discover a bold perspective on the meaning 
and significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection in light of the Old Testament, allowing us to hear afresh God’s 
call to a life of faithfulness. Please contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org with any questions. 

           

           zoom.us/j/284195825  
 

The Bible tells us to have faith like a child, but what does that really mean? Our childhood belief systems from 
our family of origin have significant influence on how we see and engage in the world, including our faith. In 
Marcus Borg Beyond Belief, a DVD series surrounding the thoughts and work of Lutheran pastor, theologian, 
speaker, and writer Marcus Borg, we are invited to engage in thinking alongside Borg who spent his adult life 
contemplating who Jesus is and what faith is all about. This all resulted in insightful perspectives and more  
than a few challenges to how many of us learned the faith. Come share your experiences and unpack some of 
the thinking that you’ve always known to be true and how your experiences have been the same or different 
than others. View the trailer here: vimeo.com/364098337 Questions? Please contact Pastor Sally at  
pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org  

           

           via Zoom  
 

To join this group, please contact Jodi Zombolo at (224) 595-8573. 

           

          holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/91424390241 
 

This month, the book club is discussing Rainwater by Sandra Brown. Racial tensions, the financial strain 
of livelihoods drying up in dust bowl Texas, and the threat of political instability swirl together in a  
tornado on the horizon. One thing is certain: the winds of change are blowing through the cracks in the life 
that Ella Barron has painstakingly built. This is the story of a woman who takes her life’s circumstances in 
both hands, but who will be forced to reckon with the chaos of her circumstances... Contact Deb Sherrock 
at DebS695@aol.com with questions. 

Book Club 

           

          zoom.us/j/301891517  
 

This group is for men of faith to come together throughout the year to share their faith and thoughts about 
topics that are challenging. We support one another through our personal journeys. All are welcome.  
We are continuing our 6-week series on the theology of Marcus Borg. Please contact Steve Oelschlager at 
steve@holycrosschurch.org or Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org with any questions. 

           

           holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97264327783  
 

College students, please gather via Zoom every 2 weeks to catch up with friends (and the pastors!) We 
hope this will be a time for students to breathe, support each other as they navigate online classes and 
campus closures, and think about what faith looks like right now. We hope you can join us to reconnect 
and take a study break! Contact Hannah Oelschlager at (847) 502-5006 or Sam Randall (408) 614-4981 
with any questions. 

           

          holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96997219308   

 See page 2 for more information. Questions? Contact Pastor Bob at pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org  

http://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/98132171302
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Letter%20of%20Hebrews
http://zoom.us/j/284195825
http://vimeo.com/364098337
mailto:swilliamson630@yahoo.com?subject=Book%20Club
http://zoom.us/j/301891517
mailto:steve@holycrosschurch.org?subject=ZOOM%20tech%20help
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Saturday%20Men's%20Group
http://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/97264327783
https://holycrosschurch.zoom.us/j/96997219308
mailto:pastorbob@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Saturday%20Men's%20Group
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Before I write anything, I would like to wish everyone well and 
hope that you are coping with life in a somewhat comfortable 
manner.  
 
I live alone and, like many other musicians, have spent an untold 
number of hours throughout my life alone practicing upon my  
chosen instrument, in my case both the piano and the organ. In  
addition, I am an introvert who likes to read. Accordingly, the 
way of life imposed by the coronavirus has not had for me a               
dramatic change in routine as probably has had with many other 
people. To be sure, I miss the various choral rehearsals that 
brighten my week, be they at church or with the two community 
choruses with which I work, but otherwise my life has not been 
profoundly interrupted.  
 
In my March newsletter column, I mentioned that my goal was to 
memorize a Beethoven piano sonata. This, I have accomplished, 
and for me, this is an enormous achievement. The piece in                  
question is Beethoven’s opus 26, sonata in A-flat major. It took 
me longer to memorize the first movement than the other three 
movements combined because in a totally out-of-the-box move, 
Beethoven made this part of the sonata a theme with five                       
variations. Not that the rest of the sonata is “normal.” The second 
movement is a “Scherzo,” which often appears as the third    
movement of any sonata. The third movement is a somber and 
very radical “Funeral March,” and the last movement is simply 
an allegro with no real theme that one is supposed to play as fast 
as possible.  
 
Last week I played the complete sonata from memory over the 
phone for the lady with whom I have been studying piano for the 
past twenty years. She really did not say a whole lot, but after the 
last movement, she simply told me it should be faster than I was 
playing. My reply was,” Honey, that is as fast as you are getting 
it for now.” We both laughed.  
 
One totally unexpected result of this coronavirus situation is that 
I may give another solo piano concert in the next year or two. (I 
played a program of piano music by Poulenc in November of 
2017.) At the moment, it looks like that event will include music 
by Bach, Beethoven, Brahms, and Bolcom. William Bolcom is a 
contemporary composer born in 1937 in the state of Washington, 
who has written several rags in the style of Scott Joplin. I will 
close my program with his “Graceful Ghost Rag,” and thus             
provide a quiet repast after some tumultuous offerings from the 
other “B’s.”  
 
Giving a solo piano concert is a gargantuan and stressful  
undertaking. Sitting here, I can hardly believe that I am even  
thinking about doing so. However, as with so much else in my  
musical life, you can either credit or blame Miss Perry. I really  
enjoy playing her piano which, by nothing but chance, is a fine  
instrument.  
 
I hope everyone is coping somewhat satisfactorily with the                  
current climate in our world. I am fortunate in that I can play the 
piano every day and thus feel better emotionally, mentally,                 
spiritually, and every other way for having done so. I wish for 
everyone a similar release.  

Upon Reflection 
by Randy Casey 

Early Childhood Ministries (ECM) 
 Program Updates 

by Judy Frank-Gonwa, ECM Board President 
 

Staff from CrossWays Preschool and Celebration! Childcare are 
working together to prepare for the re-opening of our two  
programs.  
 
We have decided to not offer CrossWays Summer Camp that 
takes place in June and July, but will continue to focus on fall 
planning and programming.  
 
Celebration! Childcare is hopeful that their doors may be able to 
open before fall if at all possible. But, as you know, there are 
several benchmarks that need to be met before this can happen. 
We continue to monitor the current guidelines published by the 
CDC, the state of Illinois, and the Department of Public Health, 
and DCFS.  
 
Prior to our suspension of service to our students, we were able 
to host a Parents Night Out at Celebration! Childcare and                  
complete student pictures at CrossWays. Most of our other               
student and family activities were canceled due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 
To stay connected with our families for the last two months, the 
teachers from both programs have utilized Google Classrooms to 
provide activities for our parents and children while they are at 
home. We have been sharing ideas and resources, focused 
around educational topics, that people can do with their children. 
We try to include something from each learning domain 
(reading, math, science, etc.) 
 
Our parents have been very receptive and supportive of our 
online learning. Families are able to engage by uploading their 
own comments, videos, and pictures to the sites. We will          
continue to manage these sites for the duration of our suspended 
operations.  
 
Please know that we will be communicating directly to our                   
families over the next few weeks, updating them on our plans to 
reopen and explaining the new procedures we will be                                 
implementing. Our goal is that when we receive word that we 
can reopen, we will be ready to safely do so by following state 
and federal guidelines made available to us.  
 
We miss our kids! We miss our families! Please be safe.  

Our watering volunteers could use a couple extra hands during 

the summer months to keep the beautiful flowers in the planters 

outside our building doors and on the patio watered. This easy 

task requires no person to person contact and could be a weekly 

or bi-weekly commitment. It takes less than 30 minutes to  

complete. To participate, please contact Ellie Rautenbach at 

ellie@holycrosschurch.org or the church office. 

Watering Help Needed this Summer 

mailto:ellie@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Watering%20Volunteer
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   A Cleaner, Wilder Earth 

                                       by Marge Stueckemann 

 
As I write this article, it is still May and we are still sheltering in 
place. Hopefully by the time you read it in June, we will be able 
to get back, somewhat, to usual life. However, there actually was 
something good about shutting down the world (besides saving 
lives). Smog has been reduced so much that you can now see the 
stars (in places where light pollution is not as great)! Nitrogen 
dioxide pollution in the northeastern US is down 30%. We are 
seeing animals in places where they aren’t usually—coyotes have 
meandered along downtown Michigan Avenue.  
 
Cleaner air means stronger lungs for asthmatics, especially  
children. Thank goodness this is one thing that might have helped 
people with this condition to fight COVID-19 if they did get it. 
There are dramatic drops in traditional air pollutants, such as  
nitrogen dioxide, smog, and tiny particles. These very harmful 
pollutants are WAY down, with the air now the cleanest it has 
been since we started measuring nitrogen dioxide in 2005,  
according to NASA scientist Barry Lefer.  
 
If it turns out that businesses decide that having their employees 
work from home worked well, they may encourage this method 
even after the economy opens up. That would mean the drop in 
pollution from commuting might be a way to continue the good 
things about this whole episode! It is truly amazing that God’s 
beautiful world is so able to heal in such a short time if given the 
chance.  

PADS is continuing to help house individuals at local hotels 
with safe housing options during the pandemic. Because of 
this, we are continuing to support their new needs by using 
monetary donations for PADS to buy the needed items. If 
you would like to help, please donate online on our website 
at donate.holycrosschurch.org  
 
We will use these donations to shop for the needed items, 
and then bring them to our PADS site. If you have any         
questions, please contact Peg Chartier, Pat Chianelli, or the 
church office at office@holycrosschurch.org for additional  
information. 

Meals for First Responders and  
Health Care Workers 

 
 

Because of your generous contributions, Holy Cross was able to 
send 100 boxed meals from Picnic Basket to staff at Advocate 
Condell Medical Center in Libertyville. We are continuing to 
receive donations and send meals to first responders and       
medical staff. If you would like to contribute, please visit our 
website at donate.holycrosschurch.org 

 
    Fabric Masks 
 

In addition to members of  
Holy Cross making masks for  
essential workers and  
vulnerable groups struggling 
with having adequate health 
safety items, we have members 
who have made and donated 
some masks for use at Holy 
Cross once re-opening of the building takes place.  
 
Thank you to Deb Sherrock, Melanie Houser, Felicia Brandt, 
Kathy Pfister, and Katie Ormson for your help.  
 
If you are interested in participating in this effort please contact 
the office at office@holycrosschurch.org  

COVID-19 Grief Support 

 
Willow House provides grief support   
services to children, families, schools and 
communities coping with the death of a 
loved one. We understand that for those 
grieving during COVID-19, a sense of   
isolation and uncertainty can compound the 
already challenging feelings of grief.        
 
Willow House offers free virtual support groups for all  
ages, grief consultation, education and resources. A  
dedicated email, griefsupport@willowhouse.org is available 
for families to contact us during this time for extra support.     
Additionally, our team is available by phone at (847) 236-
9300 during our normal office hours, 9 am - 4 pm.  
 
For more information on our available services amid COVID
-19, see our website at willowhouse.org   

As you may imagine, the number of  individuals and families 
who need assistance during these difficult times is increasing. 
COOL Food Pantry has changed its operating procedures.  
COOL patrons come by appointment only to pick up already 
packaged food. The number of patrons has grown, and our  
monetary help is needed more than ever.  
 
To continue to help, you may donate online on our website at 
donate.holycrosschurch.org 

http://donate.holycrosschurch.org
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=PADS
mailto:office@holycrosschurch.org?subject=Fabric%20Masks
mailto:griefsupport@willowhouse.org?subject=COVID19%20Grief%20Support
http://willowhouse.org
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Sunday School Thank You’s! 
by Felicia Brandt, Teri Chadd & Patty Moyer 

 
While our Sunday School year may have ended abruptly, we 
had a great year! There are a lot of people to thank, and a lot to 
look forward to in the coming year. Without all of these people, 
we would not have been able to offer a Sunday morning      
Christian Education program.  
 

We want to extend a huge thank you to all of our age 3 to  
kindergarten teachers: Megan Fahey, Katelyn Jacobs, Nancy & 
Madelyn Ryan, Lindsey & Jonathan Goetz, Michelle Allen, 
Josh & Abby Gordon, Alec Berger, Ana Boucek, Anna Bryson, 
Emily Weber, our substitutes and the music program from the 
Mack family who faithfully served this year. You are the best! 
Thank you! 
 

Additionally, we have to thank all of the first through fifth grade 
teachers, shepherds, and helpers who shared God’s love with 
our students. We learned the Bible stories of Creation, the Fruit 
of the Spirit, David & Goliath, Community Forgives Zacchaeus, 
Jesus Calls Helpers, and People Welcome Jesus (in online      
lessons with Mr. Taylor) through rotations in Art, Games, Godly 
Play, Missions, Science, Spiritual Practices, and Storytelling/
Drama.  
 

Our thanks go out to the following people: Terry Berger;  
Jessica, Mike & Alex Brown; Kara Cannon; Connor Desiron; 
Stacia Drover; Lisa, Hailey & Evan Dunbar; Diane Gaines;  
Gabriel Householder; Angie, Max, and Charles Lindsey; Dan 
Mack; Andrew Oelschlager; Karl Nygard; Susan Price; Ellie  
Rautenbach; Maria Roberts; Sarah Rosten; Jennie Schlitt;  
Caroline Stretti; Joe Taylor; Katherine Thomey; Cheryl Turner; 
Kristyn White; and Tania Zombolo.  
 

Our apologies to any volunteers we have accidentally missed. 
We also would like to give a special shoutout to Carrie, Jamey, 
and Genna Mack for leading music each week and Judy  
Frank-Gonwa for leading our special service projects. We      
appreciate all of our dedicated volunteers—we could not have 
had Sunday School without you! Thank you!  

Core  

Stories 

Sunday School at Holy Cross 
We feature open enrollment - your child may enroll year-round.  

Ages 3 - 5/Kindergarten      Grades 1 - 5 

A Special Thank You 
 

In addition to all of our wonderful volunteers named above, on 
behalf of the Holy Cross staff, our volunteers, our students, and 
our parents, we want to extend a huge thank you to our Sunday 
School coordinators Felicia Brandt, Teri Chadd, and Patty     
Moyer. We could not do what we do without your leadership 
and guidance—you’re the best! 

Our faith journey occurs from birth through life eternal. Milestone  
Ministries serve as an important way of connecting, supporting, and 
equipping families and the congregation to pass on the faith, to live  
out the promises that are made when someone is baptized and to  
provide strength for their faith journey.  

Milestone   
Ministries 

 

 Sunday, June 7 during virtual worship 

 
Graduation from high school is an important milestone and a time 
of transition for students and families. This year we will celebrate 
this milestone in a recorded worship service with prayer and a 
blessing of all those who graduated and their families. The                  
recorded worship service will be available to view at                     
holycrosschurch.org/sermons 

 
Attention all 2020/21 8-12th graders! You’re invited to be 
BOUNDLESS! Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and 
their adult leaders from across the ECLA gather for a week of 
faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through 
days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service 
and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged 
and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. We are  
beginning to get our group organized to attend this amazing and 
transformational event that will be a part of your faith story for a 
very long time! 
 
The ELCA Youth Gathering takes place June 29 to July 3, 2021. 
Our anticipated return to Holy Cross is July 5 after we process the  
experience and have a little fun as a group. The anticipated cost 
for the Gathering is $750/youth and $500/adult.  
 
An informational meeting via Zoom will be scheduled later this 
year. This will be a time for both participants and parents to ask 
questions and learn more about the overall experience and         
logistics. Can’t wait to learn more? Visit elca.org/YouthGathering 
 
2021 Youth Gathering Brochure: holycrosschurch.org/resources 
 
For any questions about the Youth Gathering, please contact      
Pastor Sally at pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org 

2021 ELCA Youth Gathering 
“I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too                   

wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all 
that God is.” - Ephesians 3:19 

http://holycrosschurch.org/sermons
http://elca.org/YouthGathering
http://holycrosschurch.org/resources
mailto:pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org?subject=2021%20Youth%20Gathering
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Attention 9th Grade Confirmands 
 

As we head toward the culmination of your confirmation with 
the Affirmation of Baptism on Reformation Sunday,                     
October 25, 2020 we invite you to put these dates on your 
calendar. There will be more additions to our list of dates in 
the future, so please keep an eye out for those.  
 
June/July Expect an email with materials for your                        
Confirmation service as well as the Confirmation Faith                 
Statement packet in preparation of your Confirmation                         
Conversation with one of the pastors.  
 
July/August (before school starts) Schedule and complete 
your Confirmation Conversation with the pastoral staff. There 
will be instructions on how to do this in your mailing.  
 

September 26-28 9th grade retreat at  

   Lutherdale Bible Camp 
 

October 24  Confirmation dress rehearsal and 

   Pictures (8:30 am) 
 

October 25  Confirmation service (11 am) 

CONFIRMATION 

5G HSYG is open to students in grades 8-12. 5G High School 
Youth Group will meet virtually via Zoom. This will be a time to 
play games together, catch up with one another, have a time to see 
what God has been up to since we were last together. If you have 
questions, contact Dale Tippett at dale@holycrosschurch.org     
or Sonny Randall at mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com   

This is a group for parents of 8-12 grade students. It is an  
opportunity to connect with other parents who are experiencing 
the same things you are and discuss things from a faith  
perspective.   

zoom.us/j/317045894 

      zoom.us/j/92613862227 

Summer Sunday School Series 
by Rev. Sally Hanson   

  
Summer Sunday School Series or Vacation Bible School? What’s 
the deal? If you noticed in May’s newsletter, we were advertising 
our Vacation Bible School for three Tuesday nights in an interactive 
Zoom format, not all that different from past summers. However, 
this summer is not like past summers… in so many ways. We’re at 
home, social interaction is online, we are socially distanced from 
each other and rather than seeing it as something sad to grieve, we at 
Holy Cross are choosing to see it as an opportunity. 
  
This summer, we have the opportunity to try some things that we 
have never tried before and experiment a little before we come back 
together in person. It isn’t often in life that we get a “do-over” or a 
blank slate, but right now, in this time, we have one. So, in terms of 
our Children’s Ministry, we are going to seize the moment to try 
something new. Instead of VBS “like we’ve always done it before” 
we are going to experiment with both interactive and online portions 
of Children’s Ministry through our Summer Sunday School Series. 
There will be two biblical stories offered throughout the summer and 
then we will evaluate and see where we go from there.  
 

These learning sessions (see outline below) will include times of 
virtual peer interaction as well as independent study that can be 
paced and utilized to accommodate your own summer schedule. 
Each of the lessons are autonomous from each other and can be used 
in any order, there is not a wrong way to do this! 
 

Similar to our school year Sunday School, there will be one story 
used for each session and each week a new aspect of the lesson will 
be available to support the learning of that lesson. This is the same as 
our rotational Sunday school model that utilizes one story through a 
variety of learning styles and activities that support the overarching 
bible story. At the beginning of each session, a Zoom interaction and 
introduction to the story will be hosted by Pastor Sally or another 
member of our team. Then in the subsequent four weeks, a new  
lesson from within the rotation will be available weekly throughout 
the session and then a wrap-up Zoom interaction session with Pastor 
Sally or a member of the team at the end of the month. Our                      
dedicated Sunday School teachers miss seeing your children so 
much that when asked they were excited to help with the project and 
help make the videos!  
  
Each of the video lessons will be available on Google Classroom. 
Please watch for an email with a link inviting your household to join 
the Google Classroom that will host our Summer Sunday School  
Series. Didn’t see a link come to your email? Please contact  
pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org to get added to the classroom.  
 
 Summer Session #1: The Ten Commandments 
 Sunday, June 7 at 9:30 am – Introduction with Pastor Sally + team    
 via Zoom. 
 Wednesdays, June 10, 17, 24 & July 1 – A new lesson will be  
 available each week on Google Classroom, as well as previous  
 lessons. 
 Sunday, July 5 at 9:30 am – Wrap-up with Pastor Sally + team via   
 Zoom. 
 

 Summer Session #2: The Road to Emmaus 
 Sunday, July 12 at 9:30 am – Introduction with Pastor Sally +   
 team via Zoom. 
 Wednesdays, July 15, 22, 29 & Aug 5 – A new lesson will be   
 available on Google Classroom each week, as well as previous  
 lessons. 
 Sunday, August 9 at 9:30 am – Wrap-up with Pastor Sally + Team   
 via Zoom. 

mailto:dale@holycrosschurch.org?subject=5G%20HSYG
mailto:mlsonnyrandall@gmail.com?subject=5G%20HSYG
http://zoom.us/j/317045894
http://zoom.us/j/92613862227
mailto:pastorsally@holycrosschurch.org
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Monday, June 15 
at 6:30 - 8:30 pm via Zoom. 

 

Theme: “Work/Vocation…  
A Call to Meaning” 

 
 

See page 5 for more details.  

Sunday Virtual  
Worship Schedule 

 

View online at 
HolyCrossChurch.org/sermons 

on June 7, 14, 21, & 28 

Virtual Offerings at Holy Cross 
 

We may be distant, but we are still meeting online! See pages 5 - 7 for information 
about various small groups and discussion series opportunities for you to join and 

participate in. See page 11 for youth ministry events.  
 

All links to virtual events and meetings are also posted on our website at  
HolyCrossChurch.org/virtualmeetings 

Postmaster: Request in home by JUNE 1 

Join us for informal worship      
experiences via Zoom with music, 

prayers, scripture, and conversation. 
All welcome to participate! 

 

Saturdays in June 
at 5:30 pm via Zoom. 

 
See page 2 for details. 

Beginning Anew
Workshop Series for Nurturing &  

Strengthening Couples 

Thursdays, June 25, July 9, July 24, and 
August 13 from 7:30 - 9 pm via Zoom. 
 

More info on page 6.  

http://holycrosschurch.org/virtualmeetings

